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On Monday, Indigenous 
Peoples Day celebrated its sec-
ond year of being recognized 
as a national holiday. Indige-
nous Peoples Day focuses on 
highlighting indigenous peo-
ple and communities, namely 
their perspectives and history 
in the educational systems. 

Megan Heutmaker, Min-
nesota State Mankato’s Direc-
tor of American Indian and 
Multicultural Affairs, said 
that since there are over 563 
federally recognized tribal 
nations across the U.S., each 
community celebrates Indige-
nous Peoples Day differently. 

“Communities have differ-
ences in cultures, languages 
and histories, so if you look 
at Minneapolis, the Minne-
apolis American Indian Cen-
ter has had performers like 
hoop dancers come or drum 
groups. For the last couple of 
years here, we’ve found books 
that are connected to indige-
nous topics. That’s really im-
portant,” Heutmaker said.

Over the weekend, MSU 
hosted a variety of activities 
from a screening of the film 
“Gather” and a festival with 
food trucks and live music. 
While Mankato’s city council 
officially recognized Indige-

nous Peoples Day in 2018, it 
was only nationally declared 
a holiday in 2022. Last year, 
President Joe Biden pro-
claimed that Indigenous Peo-
ples Day would be celebrated 
on the second Monday of Oc-
tober, the same as Columbus 
Day. Heutmaker said that for 
the city of Mankato, it was 
intentional to have it coincide 
on the same day. 

“The purpose comes from 

the idea that the histories 
we’re taught in our schools 
and educational systems only 
focus on one perspective. It’s 
flagrant to say you’ve discov-
ered a place where there were 
already hundreds of thou-
sands of indigenous people 
living there,” Heutmaker said. 
“Indigenous Peoples Day has 
tried to include that there’s 
more than just that dominant 
narrative we’ve been taught in 

schools for many years.”
Indigenous Peoples Day 

holds special significance in 
the city of Mankato as the city 
was the site of the largest mass 
execution of in U.S. history. 
President Abraham Lincoln 
ordered the execution of 38 
Dakota men Dec. 26, 1862. 
Heutmaker said Indigenous 
Peoples Day helps to have rec-
onciliation and remembrance 

Indigenous People’s Day has been recognized in Mankato since 2018, but only last year did President Joe 
Biden declare the second Monday in October Indigenous People’s Day nationwide. 

DYLAN ENGEL •  The Reporter

By EMMA JOHNSON
News Director

Students from various 
colleges filled the rooms of 
Armstrong Hall Sunday to 
compete in a speech and de-
bate tournament. 

Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato hosted 
the film noir-themed tour-
nament, dubbed “Film 
Schnoir” in honor of the 
forensics program founder, 
Larry Schnoor. The tour-
nament, put on by director 
Tennisha Sonsalla, featured 
a variety of categories, in-
cluding dramatic interpre-
tation, persuasive speaking 
and impromptu speaking. 

The theme was reflected 
in old Hollywood costume 
pieces worn by students as 
well as decorations hung in 
the halls. The decorations 
included a red carpet be-
fore the check-in table and a 
photobooth area with a cut-
out of Frank Sinatra’s body 
featuring Schnoor’s face. 

Although Schnoor re-
tired in 1991, he makes ap-
pearances at forensic events 
as an alumnus and gives 
speeches of encouragement 
to the current team mem-
bers. The current forensics 
director, Katie Brunner, de-
scribed him as an “institu-
tion” in the forensics com-
munity, due to his creation 
of multiple events still used 
in competitions. 

Brunner, who returned 
to direct forensics after her 
graduate program at MSU, 
is seeing the program begin 
to resemble its pre-COVID 
self, which includes in-per-
son tournaments and op-
portunities for Schnoor and 
other alumni to return. 

“Obviously things have 
gotten pretty difficult over 
the last few years. So, it’s re-
ally, really awesome to have 
him come back,” Brunner 
said. 

Among the students 
competing was returning 
member James Ziegeweid 
who competes in limited 
prep events, where the com-
petitors are given a prompt 
and limited time to prepare 
a speech.

“It’s quite a rush,” Ziege-
weid said.  

By CARLY BAHR
Staff Writer

MSU hosts 
noir-themed 
Speech and 
Debate 
Tournament

History of Indigenous People’s Day

The three student-made 
businesses affiliated with the 
Integrated Business Experience 
Program at Minnesota State 
University, Mankato pitched 
their ideas to several representa-
tives from United Prairie bank-
ers Thursday in hopes of obtain-
ing a loan.

Fit Fruit, Kato Kozy and 
Horns Up are the three IBE 
businesses this fall that students 
created and used their entre-
preneurial minds to operate a 
full-functioning business.

With 100% of the proceeds 
going to a charity of their choice, 
these students have been work-
ing since the semester began to 
create a physical product and 
develop a marketing plan.

“It has allowed me to get 
out of my shell and lead people, 
which is something I’ve always 

loved doing,”said  Izzy Leonard, 
CEO of Fit Fruit.  Fit Fruit COO 
Jack Wohnoutka said there were 
several challenges in creating a 
business from scratch. 

“A big thing is dealing with 
problems and solutions and 
managing them as a team,” he 
said. “Everybody pitched in and 
we did run into some boundar-

ies and had to figure out how to 
get around them.”

The products they will be 
selling include shaker bottles, 
stickers and sweatshirts. They 
chose to donate proceeds to 
Feeding Our Communities Part-
ners (FOCP), which is an orga-
nization that aims to fight youth 
hunger. 

Horns Up plans to sell fan-
ny packs and cooler backpacks. 
Their charity of choice is the 
Blue Earth Nicollet County Hu-
mane Society.

Kato Kozy, an apparel brand 
focused on comfort as well as 
fashionable design, will donate 
proceeds to Leisure Education 
for Exceptional People (LEEP) a 
nonprofit that provides inclusive 
opportunities for individuals 
with developmental and intel-
lectual disabilities in the Greater 
Mankato Area.

Pitching their businesses to 

By JULIA BARTON
Editor in Chief

IBE students pitch their businesses to bankers

LILLY ANDERSON LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter• The Reporter

Integrated Business Experience Students who created the Fit Fruit business Integrated Business Experience Students who created the Fit Fruit business 
pitch their products to the United Prairie representatives.pitch their products to the United Prairie representatives.

BUSINESSBUSINESS on page 7 on page 7 
SPEECHSPEECH on page 2 on page 2 

HISTORY HISTORY on page 2  on page 2  
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Last Friday, October 7, the 
Mid-Autumn Moon Festival 
was held, which is actively cel-
ebrated in the countries of East 
and Southeast Asia. The festi-
val was held by the multicultur-
al organization Asian Students 
in America (ASIA) under the 
leadership of Pakou Lee. The 
event’s main idea is to show 
gratefulness for the harvest and 
embrace the moon.

The mid-autumn moon fes-
tival carries a huge historical 
significance. In China, the leg-
end of Chang’e is associated 
with the festival. She kept the 
elixir of the immortality of her 
husband, Hou Yi, which was 
given to him in honor of saving 
the people and harvesting from 
the heat of the ten suns by de-
stroying nine of them. 

Hou Yi’s disciple tried to 
steal the elixir, but to save it 
Chang’e drank it and flew to 
the moon. In honor of his wife, 
Hou Yi prepared mooncakes, 

which Chang’e loved so much, 
and put them on the table un-
der the bright moon. 

After hearing about this sto-
ry, citizens annually began to 
bring harvesting and bless the 
Moon Goddess Chang’e. 

ASIA member Emily Vo 
said that she has celebrated this 
event her whole life.

“[The Moon Festival] is for 
appreciating nature. We appre-
ciate the moon, and it is a big 
symbol. I celebrate it every year 
since I was born. It is also a lot 
about harvesting. We share our 
culture and make it possible for 
students to be a part of us,” 
said Vo.

The event provided students 
with the opportunity to partake 
in a number of activities related 
to the festival. Students were 
able to create personalized Chi-
nese lanterns, origami items as 
well as small drums. 

“[Students] can take lan-
terns and make their own [de-
sign], we have some on display 
for them to see. They can make 
a little drum kit here, and paint 

on them to personalize it. We 
have origami making table. 
And the highlight of the event is 
the mooncakes. They are tradi-
tionally made during the moon 
festival,” said Lee. 

Besides the activities, Asian 
snacks were offered for stu-
dents to try. They included rice 
crackers, chocolate and moon-
cakes with several different fla-
vors. Vo explained mooncakes 
are traditional meals that are 
typically made in mid-autumn.

“[I like] the mooncakes. It is 
usually made with lotus paste. 
Otherwise, some of them are 
made with red bean or other 
fillings,” said Vo.

The students also enjoyed 
four original songs performed 
live by Leita Guyen, as well as a 
lion dance to the sound of Chi-
nese drums. Some students at-
tended the event in traditional 
costumes. MSU junior Jer Yang 
wore a costume called Hanfu, 
a long sleeve dress worn during 
the festival.

“This is a traditional dress 

ASUTOSH SILWAL ASUTOSH SILWAL • The Reporter• The Reporter

Ziegeweid and the rest of 
the team had the opportunity 
Saturday evening to meet with 
Schnoor and discuss the histo-
ry of the team he created. 

“It’s a great opportunity to 
speak to his legacy,” Ziege-
weid said about competing 
in a tournament named after 
Schnoor. “We’re one of the 
oldest RSOs on campus so it’s 
been a really good opportunity 
to be a part of a program with 
such a strong legacy.” 

There were also a couple of 
first year students competing, 
including Mary Burshem, who 
made her tournament debut at 
this event, and E Meier, who 
joined the group in September.  

Burshem said that, despite 
being nervous to compete in 
her prose event, she is proud 
to have advanced to the final 
round.

“I was really nervous, hon-
estly. I was prepping myself 
like ‘it’s okay if you don’t make 
it to finals, it’s okay if you don’t 
place, it’s fine.’ And then the 

shock of even making it to fi-
nals was just really nice,” Bur-
shem said.

Meier stated that the con-
nection between the MSU fo-
rensics team members and fac-
ulty stands out from their high 
school program. 

“Especially on this team [it 
is] more of a family and less 
people are in and out,” Meier 
said, “Even people that have 
graduated are definitely still 
involved.” 

This focus on the longevity 
of the program was stressed by 
both Meier and Schnoor. 

“When I retired I was very 
concerned, but I had some 
good people then taking it 
over,” Schnoor said. “I am 
pleased that [the program] has 
continued, because so many 
times where the director of 
forensics that has been at a 
school for a long period of time 
is no longer there, the program 
tends to die. And I’m glad that 
this one has never had to deal 
with that particular issue,” 
Schnoor said.

CARLY BAHR CARLY BAHR • The Reporter• The Reporter

Asian Students in America (ASIA) hosted the Mid-Autumn Moon Festival last Friday. Students were able to Asian Students in America (ASIA) hosted the Mid-Autumn Moon Festival last Friday. Students were able to 
create their own lanterns, listen to music and try a variety of mooncakes, a common treat at the festival. create their own lanterns, listen to music and try a variety of mooncakes, a common treat at the festival. 

 Returning competitor James Ziegeweid presents awards to Mary Bur- Returning competitor James Ziegeweid presents awards to Mary Bur-
shem (left) and her competitors in the prose category.shem (left) and her competitors in the prose category.

Mid-Autumn Moon Festival 
highlights harvest festivities

By AMALIA SHARAF
Staff Writer

for indigenous and American 
Indian people. 

“Mankato has a dark 
history in connection to the 
American community, specif-
ically the Dakota community. 
Many of us on the Indigenous 
Peoples Day committee are 
connected to the Mahka-
to Wacipi which reconciles 
the history as well. The im-
portance of continuing to 
have events like this shows 
American Indian people are 
welcome here in this town,” 
Heutmaker said.

While topics surrounding 
American Indians have been 
discussed more in the last few 
years, Heutmaker said rais-

ing awareness and represen-
tation for American Indians 
starts in educational systems. 
Heutmaker added that, while 
more accurate histories need 
to be taught, American Indi-
ans need to be taught about 
in modern society.

“In your sixth grade his-
tory class, you talk about 
everything up to the Trail 
of Tears and then you don’t 
really talk about [American 
Indian history] anymore. The 
contributions of American 
Indian people are often hid-
den because we only teach a 
lot of things from a dominant 
historical perspective,” Heu-
tmaker said. “The more we 

can learn as a community, 
the more we can read things 
that are written by native au-
thors that we can engage in 
learning about what indige-
nous folks are doing today.”

Heutmaker said that peo-
ple are always welcome to en-
gage with Indigenous People 
in the community in order to 
better understand the accu-
rate history of American In-
dians, keep the culture alive 
and learn that American In-
dian people still exist. 

“We’re still doing amazing 
things. We’re leaders, law-
yers, doctors and teachers,” 
said Heutmaker. “We’re still 
here.”

HISTORYHISTORY from page 1from page 1

SPEECHSPEECH from page 1from page 1

FESTIVAL FESTIVAL on page 7  on page 7  
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glass, exterior wash.

Express Washes
Elite Wash $12 ($16 value)

Ultimate Wash $10 ($12 value)

Better Wash $8 ($9 value)

Expires 1/1/23

388-9101
906 S. Front St., Mankato
champlinautowash.com

Call
For 

Specials!

We also do 
complete 
interior 

shampoo and 
detailing.

The president of the Black 
Intelligence Gentlemen, dubbed 
BIG, held a meeting Thursday 
focused on recruiting new 
members to the group that has 
shrunk since its formation in 
2012.

BIG was first formed in 2012 
by former student Matnique 
Williamson at the suggestion of 
Henry Morris, the former inter-
im dean of Institutional Diver-

sity. Williamson and Morris’ 
goal for the group was to foster 
a community among black men 
at Minnesota State University, 
Mankato and motivate them to 
stay enrolled at the university. 

“There are issues with black 
males in higher education 
across the nation; it’s nothing 
unique to MSU,” Morris said 
to the Mankato Free Press at 
the inaugural meeting in 2012. 

Many RSOs shrunk in 
membership or dissolved com-
pletely due to the COVID-19 

pandemic and its unfortunate 
upheaval of university life. Be-
fore the pandemic, the group 
had roughly 40 members. 
Thursday’s meeting had 13. 
MSU junior and BIG President 
Xavier Thomas plans to grow 
the group’s membership back 
to its original average of 40-50 
members soon through events, 
marketing and collaboration 
with other RSOs. 

“Before COVID, this was an 
entirely different group,” said 

DOMINIC BOTHE DOMINIC BOTHE • The Reporter• The Reporter
Telemedicine exploded in 

popularity after COVID-19 
hit, but limits are returning for 
care delivered across state lines.
That complicates follow-up 
treatments for some cancer pa-
tients. It also can affect other 
types of care, including men-
tal health therapy and routine 
doctor check-ins.

Over the past year, near-
ly 40 states and Washington, 
D.C., have ended emergency 
declarations that made it easier 
for doctors to use video visits 
to see patients in another state, 
according to the Alliance for 
Connected Care, which ad-
vocates for telemedicine use.
Some, like Virginia, have creat-
ed exceptions for people who 

have an existing relationship 
with a physician. A few, like 
Arizona and Florida, have 
made it easier for out-of-state 
doctors to practice telemedi-
cine.

Doctors say the resulting 
patchwork of regulations cre-
ates confusion and has led 
some practices to shut down 
out-of-state telemedicine en-
tirely. That leaves follow-up 
visits, consultations or other 
care only to patients who have 
the means to travel for in-per-
son meetings. To state medical 
boards, the patient’s location 
during a telemedicine visit is 
where the appointment takes 
place. One of MacDonald’s 
hospitals, Massachusetts Gen-
eral, requires doctors to be li-
censed in the patient’s state for 
virtual visits.

JOHN BAZEMORE JOHN BAZEMORE • Associated Press• Associated Press

The Black Intelligence Gentlemen group hosted their first meeting of the year last Thursday. The group aims to The Black Intelligence Gentlemen group hosted their first meeting of the year last Thursday. The group aims to 
gain membership through marketing, collaboration and events hosted on campus. gain membership through marketing, collaboration and events hosted on campus. 

Emory University student Helen Khuri had to temporarily move from Emory University student Helen Khuri had to temporarily move from 
Atlanta to Boston for PTSD treatment, even though she never set foot Atlanta to Boston for PTSD treatment, even though she never set foot 
inside the hospital offering telehealth services.inside the hospital offering telehealth services.

Black Intelligence Gentlemen 
Have “BIG” Plans for Growth

Telehealth was made easy 
during Covid, not any more

By CARLY BAHR
Staff Writer

By TOM MURPHY
Associated Press

GENTLEMEN GENTLEMEN on page 4  on page 4  
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North Korea’s recent bar-
rage of missile launches were 
the simulated use of its tactical 
battlefield nuclear weapons to 
“hit and wipe out” potential 
South Korean and U.S. targets, 
state media reported Monday, 
as its leader Kim Jong Un sig-
naled he would conduct more 
provocative tests. The North’s 
statement, released on the 77th 
birthday of its ruling Workers’ 
Party, is seen as an attempt to 
burnish Kim’s image as a strong 
leader at home amid pandem-
ic-related hardships as he’s de-
fiantly pushing to enlarge his 
weapons arsenal to wrest great-
er concessions from its rivals in 
future negotiations.

“Through seven times of 
launching drills of the tactical 
nuclear operation units, the ac-
tual war capabilities … of the 

nuclear combat forces ready to 
hit and wipe out the set objects 
at any location and any time 
were displayed to the full,” the 
North’s official Korean Central 
News Agency said.

KCNA said the missile tests 
were in response to recent naval 
drills between U.S. and South 
Korean forces, which involved 
the nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier USS Ronald Reagan for 
the first time in five years.

Viewing the drills as a mil-
itary threat, North Korea de-
cided to stage “the simulation 
of an actual war” to check and 
improve its war deterrence and 
send a warning to its enemies, 
KCNA said. North Korea 
considers U.S.-South Korean 
military drills as an invasion re-
hearsal, though the allies have 
steadfastly said they are defen-
sive in nature. Since the May 
inauguration of a conservative 
government in Seoul, the U.S. 

and South Korean militaries 
have been expanding their ex-
ercises, posing a greater securi-
ty threat to Kim.The launches 
— all supervised by Kim — in-
cluded a nuclear-capable bal-
listic missile launched under a 
reservoir in the northeast; oth-
er ballistic missiles designed to 
launch nuclear strikes on South 
Korean airfields, ports and 
command facilities; and a new-
type ground-to-ground ballistic 
missile that flew over Japan, 
KCNA reported. It said North 
Korea also flew 150 warplanes 
for separate live-firing and oth-
er drills in the country’s first-ev-
er such training.

Cheong Seong-Chang at the 
private Sejong Institute in South 
Korea said the missile launches 
marked the first time for North 
Korea to perform drills involv-
ing army units tasked with the 
operation of tactical nuclear 
weapons. 

Korea News Service via Korea News Service via Associated PressAssociated Press
A small-business advocacy 

group has filed a new lawsuit 
seeking to block the Biden ad-
ministration’s efforts to forgive 
student loan debt for tens of 
millions of Americans — the 
latest legal challenge to the 
program. The suit, filed Mon-
day by the Job Creators Net-
work Foundation, argues the 
Biden administration violated 
federal procedures by failing to 
seek public input on the pro-
gram. It’s one of a handful of 
lawsuits that have been filed by 
conservative business groups, 
attorneys and Republican law-
makers in recent weeks as the 
Biden administration tries to 
push forward with its plan to 
cancel billions in debt before 

November’s midterm elections.
Elaine Parker, president of 

Job Creators Network Foun-
dation, slammed the program 
as executive overreach and 
complained that it does noth-
ing to address the root cause 
of rising debt: the “outrageous 
increase in college tuition that 
outpaces inflation every single 
year.”

“This bailout is going to 
affect everyone in this country 
because of the mass size of the 
program,” she said. “And ev-
eryone should have the oppor-
tunity to provide their views to 
the government.” She added: 
“These universities need to be 
held accountable for this stu-
dent debt crisis.” The new law-
suit is one of a growing num-
ber of legal challenges trying to 
halt the proposal.

EVAN VUCCI EVAN VUCCI • Associated Press• Associated Press

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspects a missile test at an undisclosed location in North Korea, as taken North Korean leader Kim Jong Un inspects a missile test at an undisclosed location in North Korea, as taken 
sometime between Sept. 25 and Oct. 9. Independent journalists weren’t given access to cover the event depicted.sometime between Sept. 25 and Oct. 9. Independent journalists weren’t given access to cover the event depicted.

A small business advocacy group has filed a new lawsuit seeking to A small business advocacy group has filed a new lawsuit seeking to 
block the Biden administration’s efforts to forgive student loan debt for block the Biden administration’s efforts to forgive student loan debt for 
tens of millions of Americans.tens of millions of Americans.

NKorea confirms simulated use 
of nukes to ‘wipe out’ enemies

Small business group files 
suit over Biden student loans

By HYUNG-JIN KIM
Associated Press

By JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

Thomas about the dwindled 
number of members. “It gets 
me sad. It should be packed.”

Thomas began the meeting 
by having each present member 
introduce themselves and share 
why they decided to join the 
organization, which Thomas 
dubbed a “brotherhood.” 

When the group members 
took turns introducing them-
selves, they all shared that they 
wish to meet people like them 
and connect with their commu-
nity. 

New member Kaleb How-
ze said that he wanted to join 
during his freshman year in 
2017 but held off due to a lack 
of time with his other groups, 
and then the pandemic put it 
off further. 

“Now is the time to be able 
to do something that I wanted 

to do, and connect with my 
community more,” Howze 
said.

Thomas said his main goal 
with these events is to get peo-
ple’s minds off the stresses of 
academic life. When Thomas 
started his freshman year in 
2020, he did not feel the sense 
of community he feels he would 
have if he had been a part of 
this group. 

“I felt like I was the only one 
here in Mankato. I had friends 
of course but [let’s say] I need 
someone to cut my hair, or if 
I’m struggling with a class and 
need upperclassmen to help 
me,” Thomas said.

Thomas’ goal with return-
ing BIG to its original level of 
impact is to help other Black 
students connect with each oth-
er so they have a network of 
others with shared experienc-
es. He also mentioned how he 

views other Black people as his 
“family” because “we all come 
from the same people” and that 
he wishes he had the opportu-
nity to connect with them in 
this way when he first came to 
college.

“A lot of Black students 
start school, but they don’t fin-
ish school. If you see the per-
centage that don’t finish school, 
it hurts. I think the main reason 
is because they think it’s just 
them. They go to class and they 
might [think] ‘no one looks like 
me, no one talks like me, I’m 
alone’. When you feel alone, 
things get dark,” Thomas said. 
“It’s struggling and I don’t wan-
na see my family struggling.”

BIG will be hosting a Hal-
loween costume party that will 
occur from 6-8 p.m. on Oct. 28 
in CSU 253. The school-wide 
event will be open to all who 
want to participate.

GENTLEMENGENTLEMEN from page 3from page 3
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Russia retaliated Monday 
for an attack on a critical bridge 
it claimed was carried out by 
Ukraine by unleashing its most 
widespread strikes in months. 

The lethal barrage against 
multiple Ukrainian cities 
smashed civilian targets, knock-
ing out power and water, shat-
tering buildings and killing at 
least 14 people.

Ukraine’s Emergency Ser-
vice said nearly 100 people 
were wounded in the morning 
rush hour attacks that Russia 
launched from the air, sea and 
land against at least 14 regions, 
spanning from Lviv in the west 
to Kharkiv in the east. Many of 
the attacks occurred far from 
the war’s front lines.

Though Russia said missiles 
targeted military and energy 
facilities, some struck civilian 
areas while people were heading 
to work and school. One hit a 
playground in downtown Kyiv 
and another struck a university.

The attacks plunged much 
of the country into a blackout, 
depriving hundreds of thou-
sands of people of electricity 
into Monday night and creating 
a shortage so severe Ukrainian 
authorities announced they will 
stop power exports to Europe 

starting Tuesday. 
Power outages also often de-

prive residents of water, given 
the system’s reliance on elec-
tricity to run pumps and other 
equipment.

Andriy Yermak, a senior ad-
viser to President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy, said the strikes had 
no “practical military sense” 
and that Russia’s goal was to 
cause a “humanitarian catastro-
phe.”

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said his forces used “pre-
cision weapons” to target key 

energy infrastructure and mili-
tary command facilities in retal-
iation for what he claimed was 
Kyiv’s “terrorist” actions — a 
reference to Ukraine’s attempts 
to repel Moscow’s invasion, in-
cluding an attack Saturday on a 
key bridge between Russia and 

the annexed Crimean Peninsula 
that Putin said was mastermind-
ed by Ukrainian special services.

Putin vowed a “tough” 
and “proportionate” response 
should Ukraine carry out fur-
ther attacks that threaten Rus-
sia’s security. “No one should 
have any doubts about it,” he 
told Russia’s Security Council 
by video.

The Russian president has 
been under intense domestic 
pressure to take more aggressive 
action to stop a largely success-
ful Ukrainian counteroffensive 
and to react forcefully to Satur-
day’s attack on the Kerch bridge, 
whose construction he used to 
cement his 2014 annexation of 
Crimea.

Putin’s increasingly frequent 
descriptions of Ukraine’s actions 
as terrorist could portend even 
more bold and draconian ac-
tions. 

But in Monday’s speech, Pu-
tin — whose partial troop mo-
bilization order last month trig-
gered an exodus of hundreds of 
thousands of men of fighting age 
— stopped short of escalating 
his “special military operation” 
to a counterterrorism campaign 
or martial law. 

Zelenskyy has repeatedly 
called on world leaders to de-
clare Russia a terrorist state be-
cause of its attacks on civilians 
and alleged war crimes.

By ADAM SCHRECK and 
HANNA ARHIROVA
Associated Press

Russia unleashes biggest attacks in Ukraine

LEO CORREA LEO CORREA • Associated Press• Associated Press

Volunteers work to clean the debris on a site where several houses were destroyed after a Russian attack at a resi-Volunteers work to clean the debris on a site where several houses were destroyed after a Russian attack at a resi-
dential area in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. At least 14 people were killed and several other people were injured.dential area in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. At least 14 people were killed and several other people were injured.



Pulse “What’s your favorite movie?”

Compiled by Lilly Anderson

EMMA BENJAMIN,
SOPHOMORE

“Hocus Pocus.”

BENJAMIN BLUME,
SOPHOMORE 

“Modern Times.”

BREANNA ALVARADO,
FRESHMAN 

“Hellfire.”

HARVEY BUCHANAN,
FRESHMAN

“Good Bye Lenin!”

MADDIE JOHNSON,
SENIOR 

“Spiderman: No Way Home.”

SOREN HABEL,
FRESHMAN

“Nope.”

I feel like all of us have at 
least one person in our im-
mediate or extended family 
who needs to “get with the 
program.”  

What I mean by this is 
there most likely is someone 
you know, usually an elder-
ly person, who doesn’t un-
derstand the social climate 
in terms of what is the right 
etiquette to converse with 
someone, especially people 
of color, without sounding 
ignorant.

Yesterday, I had an elderly 
gentleman mosey into my of-
fice and asked if I was indige-
nous since yesterday marked 
Indigenous People’s Day. I 
replied “no” and then he 
proceeded to ask me where I 
came from pointing out I had 
a “darker complexion.” 

He then proceeded to ask 
me about my Asian parents 
which I told him I didn’t have 
since I’m adopted. 

Once I told him I was 
from China, he went on a 
tangent telling me experi-
ences he’s had with other 
Chinese people and how the 
Covid-19 pandemic affected 
him and his family. 

I was curious to see where 
he was going with the conver-
sation because I’m sure my 
race had absolutely nothing 
to do with suddenly speaking 
about the pandemic. 

I find it odd when strang-
ers all of a sudden make un-
solicited comments about the 
Chinese people they’ve met, 

but for someone to random-
ly share the struggles they’ve 
had regarding the pandemic I 
thought was a very interest-
ing subject to bring up. 

If you think about it if I 
asked about his age and then 
proceeded to tell him about 
all of the old people in my life 
do you think he’d find that 
interesting?

However, this encounter 
made me ask the question 
“why do these experiences 
mostly happen with older 
people?”

Is it because they were 
raised in an era in which the 
norm was to talk to people 
of color with subtle micro-
aggression? Or is it because 
they were raised in a world 
where segregation and dis-
crimination were abundant?

Whatever the reason may 
be, I don’t think your age 
should be an excuse for why 
you cannot educate yourself 

on our social climate and 
the use of verbiage by people 
today. If not for educating 
yourself, you may be mo-
tivated by fear of sounding 
ignorant. I like to think that 
I try to be an educator when 
it comes to receiving com-
ments like this. As someone 
who looks fully Chinese, 
but comes from a very white 
family, I take advantage of 
the opportunity to tell those 
who may lack awareness. 

I personally do not think 
this man had ill intentions, 
however, as someone who 
really doesn’t identify with 
Chinese culture, it is quite 
strange for someone to talk 
to you in-depth about some-
thing you have no associa-
tion with.

Teaching an old dog new 
tricks isn’t so hard; it is those 
who don’t wish to learn that 
contribute to these awkward 
encounters.

Made in China: 
Get with the program

By JULIA BARTON
Editor in Chief
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Yesterday, October 10, marked a calendar holiday: Indigenous 
Peoples day. However, some may be more familiar with the tradi-
tional celebration of Christopher Colombus that was taught in Ele-
mentary school. 

Although the name of that day may bring nostalgia, Indigenous 
Peoples day is what we believe deserves true celebration.

Christopher Columbus day was dedicated to the anniversary of 
Columbus “discovering” America. With a modern sociological lens, 
we can see that the land was very clearly discovered and occupied 
before his arrival. 

American Indians had a widespread range in North America and 
a developed way of life on the land. Columbus, however, let him and 
his fellow explorers enslave Indigenous Peoples for labor, sex or sale. 

Furthermore, according to Britannica Encyclopedia, “The arrival 
of Columbus in the Americas inaugurated the era of European set-
tlement and economic exploitation of the Americas, in which native 
peoples were slaughtered, expelled from their territories, and deci-
mated by foreign diseases.” 

Clearly, the man who began a butterfly effect of Indigenous abuse 
and slaughter is not one we wish to celebrate.

In an effort to re-write our views on the day, we are dedicating 
our celebrations instead to Indigenous Peoples. In order to create a 
society where everyone’s background is accepted and respected, we 
must encourage education and appreciation for cultures - especially 
the cultures of those whose land we live on. 

Redirecting our attention to Indigenous People on this day can be 
a chance for Indigenous People to share their culture and traditions, 
build our knowledge of Indigenous groups in our area and give us 
time to reflect on the struggles that their community has faced. 

Exposure builds tolerance, which leads to acceptance. Therefore, 
it is crucial to encourage the exposure to Indigenous cultures.

Mankato, specifically, should take the day to recognize it’s terror 
upon Native Americans. The lost lives of those in the Dakota hang-
ing is a part of Mankato’s history that should be remembered with a 
heavy heart, and not glossed over. 

We should now strive to respect the remaining Indigenous Peo-
ples, ensuring that they never face something this horrific again.

On campus, if students are hoping to learn more about Indige-
nous Peoples, they can reach out to American Indian Affairs to con-
tinue Indigenous learning.

Indigenous People’s 
Day importance

Editorials represent the opinions of The Reporter editorial 
board. The opinions expressed here are not necessarily 

those of the college, university or student body.

Julia Barton
Editor In Chief

Emma Johnson
News Director

Lilly Schmidt
Variety Editor

Dylan Engel
Photo Editor
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YOUR IT SOURCE FOR COMPUTER 
SALES, REPAIR & SERVICE

507-345-4335 • www.Geeks2uMN.com
620 N. VICTORY DRIVE • MANKATO

GALLERIA EAST

New & Refurbished Computers
iPhone & iPad Screen Repair

Virus & Malware Removal
Tune-Ups for Slow Computers

Networking • Websites
Email • Business Intelligence 
Business IT • Data Recovery

Digital Signage

Veteran 
Owned

After finishing a tour in Af-
ghanistan in 2013, Dionne Wil-
liamson felt emotionally numb. 
More warning signs appeared 
during several years of subse-
quent overseas postings.

“It’s like I lost me some-
where,” said Williamson, a 
Navy lieutenant commander 
who experienced disorienta-
tion, depression, memory loss 
and chronic exhaustion. “I 
went to my captain and said, 
‘Sir, I need help. Something’s 
wrong.’”

As the Pentagon seeks to 
confront spiraling suicide rates 
in the military ranks, Wil-
liamson’s experiences shine 
a light on the realities for ser-
vice members seeking mental 
health help. For most, simply 
acknowledging their difficulties 
can be intimidating. And what 
comes next can be frustrating 
and dispiriting.

Williamson, 46, eventual-
ly found stability through a 
monthlong hospitalization and 
a therapeutic program that in-
corporates horseback riding. 
But she had to fight for years 
to get the help she needed. 

“It’s a wonder how I made it 
through,” she said.

In March, Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin announced 
the creation of an independent 
committee to review the mili-
tary’s mental health and suicide 
prevention programs.

According to Defense De-
partment data, suicides among 
active-duty service members 
increased by more than 40% 
between 2015 and 2020. 

The numbers jumped by 
15% in 2020 alone. In long-
time suicide hotspot postings 
such as Alaska – service mem-
bers and their families contend 
with extreme isolation and 
a harsh climate – the rate has 
doubled.

A 2021 study by the Cost 
of War Project concluded that 
since 9/11, four times as many 
service members and veterans 
have died by suicide as have 
perished in combat. The study 
detailed stress factors particular 
to military life: “high exposure 
to trauma — mental, physical, 
moral, and sexual — stress and 
burnout, the influence of the 
military’s hegemonic mascu-
line culture, continued access 
to guns, and the difficulty of 
reintegrating into civilian life.” 

The Pentagon did not respond 
to repeated requests for com-
ment. But Austin has publicly 
acknowledged that the Penta-
gon’s current mental health of-
ferings — including a Defense 
Suicide Prevention Office estab-
lished in 2011 — have proven 
insufficient.

“It is imperative that we 
take care of all our teammates 
and continue to reinforce that 
mental health and suicide pre-
vention remain a key priority,” 
Austin wrote in March. “Clear-
ly we have more work to do.”

Last year the Army issued 
fresh guidelines to its com-
manders on how to handle 
mental health issues in the 
ranks, complete with briefing 
slides and a script. But daunting 
long-term challenges remain. 

Many soldiers fear the stig-
ma of admitting to mental 
health issues within the internal 
military culture of self-sufficien-
cy. And those who seek help of-
ten find that stigma is not only 
real, but compounded by bu-
reaucratic obstacles.

Much like the issue of food 
insecurity in military families, 
a network of military-adjacent 
charitable organizations has 
tried to fill the gaps.

SUSAN WALSH SUSAN WALSH • Associated Press• Associated Press
Seventy-year-old Cassandra 

Gentry is looking forward to a 
hefty cost-of-living increase in 
her Social Security benefits — 
not for herself but to pay for 
haircuts for her two grandchil-
dren and put food on the table.
The three live in a Washington 
apartment building that houses 
50 “grandfamilies” — where 
grandparents take care of chil-
dren who do not have parents 
present. Gentry, who took in 
her grandkids to keep them in 
a safe environment, says the 
boost in benefits will help her 
make ends meet. 

“I never thought about 
contributing to Social Security 
when I was working, but now 
that’s what I depend on,” the 

communications retiree said. 
“I depend on my Social Securi-
ty to care for these kids.”

Social Security’s cost of 
living adjustment, otherwise 
known as the COLA, for 2023 
is expected to be around 9% or 
even higher, the highest in 40 
years, analysts estimate. It will 
be announced Thursday morn-
ing. It’s not just old people who 
will gain. About 4 million chil-
dren receive benefits, and an 
untold number of others also 
will be helped because they’re 
being cared for by Social Se-
curity beneficiaries, sometimes 
their grandparents.

High inflation remains a 
burden on the broader econo-
my, which has caused the Fed-
eral Reserve to raise interest 
rates in hopes of cooling high 
prices.

ANDREW HARNIK ANDREW HARNIK • Associated Press• Associated Press

After finishing a tour in Afghanistan in 2013, Dionne Williamson, of Patuxent River, Md, felt emotionally After finishing a tour in Afghanistan in 2013, Dionne Williamson, of Patuxent River, Md, felt emotionally 
numb. The Pentagon is seeking to confront spiraling suicide rates in the military ranks.numb. The Pentagon is seeking to confront spiraling suicide rates in the military ranks.

Cassandra Gentry and her granddaughter Jada pose for a photograph in Cassandra Gentry and her granddaughter Jada pose for a photograph in 
their apartment in Washington. Social Security is expected to be around their apartment in Washington. Social Security is expected to be around 
9% or higher, the highest it has been in the last 40 years.9% or higher, the highest it has been in the last 40 years.

As suicides rise, US military 
seeks to address mental health

Social Security boost will 
help millions of kids too

By ASHRAF KHALIL
Associated Press

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

the representatives of United 
Prairie is some feat.

“We look for confidence 
and that they have collective-
ly worked as a group on what 
they’re presenting,” Jamie 
Germscheid, Vice President 
Business Banker at United Pra-
rie Bank, said. “It’s important 

that they understand their fi-
nancials and business plans 
without getting tripped up on 
some of the questions we ask 
them.”

However, the students have 
unique circumstances as their 
market audience is their own 
peers.

“They’re obviously younger, 

also with being on campus they 
have a target market they can 
easily market to as well as their 
friends and family,” Spenser 
Bradley, Market President at 
United Prarie Bank, said.

The release date of these 
items is still unknown but ex-
pected to arrive by the end of 
the month if not sooner.

BUSINESSBUSINESS from page 1from page 1

that a lot of Chinese people 
wear. During the Chinese moon 
festival, people celebrate and 
embrace the moon. I am trying 

to dress like the Moon God-
des, her name is Chang’e,” said 
Yang. 

Thanks to the ASIA organi-
zation, students had the oppor-

tunity to immerse themselves 
in the celebration of Asian cul-
ture, traditional snacks and ac-
tivities surrounding the annual 
Mid-Autumn Moon Festival.

FESTIVALFESTIVAL from page 2from page 2
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SEASONAL PRODUCTION 
AND WAREHOUSE POSITIONS

FLEXIBLE HOURS

STARTING AT $16 PER HOUR

‘Tis the season for extra holiday 
cash... right here in Mankato! 

APPLY NOW!

Scan the QR Code 
taylor.com/careers

www.birchwoodcottagesmn.com/careers 417 Poplar Street • Mankato, MN 56001

Competitive earnings, valuable benefits, 
ongoing training, and a great team!

KATOMOVING.COM

APPLY ONLINE ORAPPLY ONLINE OR
CALL 507-508-4559!CALL 507-508-4559! APPLY IN PERSON!APPLY IN PERSON!

CAREGIVERS MOVERS
Flexible schedule, great pay! 

Full-time and part-time positions available!
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NOW HIRING!
POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
• Auto Parts Delivery Driver
• Counter Sales
• Outside Salesperson

507-766-9317
2000 N. Riverfront Drive, Mankato

www.napastargroup.com

AUTO & TRUCK PARTS
of Mankato
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SPORTSS
By KARSON BUELOW 
Staff Writer

The Minnesota State men’s 
hockey team split a weekend 
series with the University of 
Minnesota, with the Gophers 
taking the opener in Minneap-
olis Friday and the Mavericks 
winning at home Saturday.

Led by freshman forward 
Jimmy Snuggerud’s first career 
goals, the Gophers won 4-1 
Friday. The following night, 
Ryan Sandelin was the hero 
when he potted his first goal 
of the season late in period 
three to lift the Mavericks to 
a 3-2 win. 

Both teams started out 
strong during Friday night’s 
action, but the Mavericks ap-
peared to control much of the 
first period. However, a late 
surge by Minnesota turned 
the tides, and Snuggerud 
tapped in his first collegiate 
goal with just over a minute 
remaining in the period which 
put the Gophers up by one.

It didn’t take long for Min-
nesota to net another one. Just 
over five minutes into the sec-
ond, Snuggerud fired one from 
the high slot that made it past 
sophomore Maverick goalie 
Keenan Rancier, giving the 
Gophers a 2-0 lead.

With nearly 10 minutes re-
maining in the second, junior 
Maverick defenseman, Akito 
Hirose, appeared to have cut 
the Gopher lead in half with 
a snipe from the left circle. 
But after a successful Go-
pher challenge, the goal was 

reviewed and called back for 
goalie interference.

With momentum on the 
Gophers’ side, the Mavericks 
were able to escape the second 
period only down two goals. 
Early in the third period, the 
Maverick fans were final-
ly given something to cheer 
about as junior Maverick de-
fenseman Jake Livingstone lit 
the lamp and cut the lead to 
just 2-1.

After some back and forth 
action by both teams, the Go-
phers took to the powerplay 
looking to add to their lead. 
And they wouldn’t take long, 

as Snuggerud wired a slapshot 
from the left circle, giving him 
the hat trick and the Gophers 
a 3-1 lead. 

Minnesota remained in 
control for the remainder of 
the third period, adding an 
empty-net goal and taking 
care of business by a score 
of 4-1. Minnesota State head 
coach Mike Hastings com-
mented following the game 
about things he saw and what 
needed to change heading into 
Saturday’s game.

“I really liked the way some 
of our young guys played,” 
Hastings said. “I liked Fitzger-

ald and I liked Wheeler. We’ve 
just got to do a better job be-
ing harder to play in the paint 
and some of those areas.”

Following the game on Fri-
day night, the two teams had a 
quick turnaround to make the 
drive down to Mankato. Sat-
urday’s game in the Key City 
got out to a similar start as 
Friday’s game, with back and 
forth action for much of the 
first period.

In similar fashion to Fri-
day night, Snuggerud put the 
Gophers on the board late in 
the first period, this time with 

The two nationally ranked teams fought hard this weekend splitting the 2022-23 season opener. The The two nationally ranked teams fought hard this weekend splitting the 2022-23 season opener. The 
Maverick’s next game is against the Minnesota Duluth Bulldogs this Friday and Saturday in Mankato.Maverick’s next game is against the Minnesota Duluth Bulldogs this Friday and Saturday in Mankato.

JULIA BARTON JULIA BARTON • The Reporter• The Reporter

Mavs split season openers against Gophs

CRICKET on page 12 u

MHOCKEY on page 11 u

Minnesota State University, Mankato’s Spring 2022 international tourna-Minnesota State University, Mankato’s Spring 2022 international tourna-
ment winner and runner up team the Bengal Tigers and Team Lions.ment winner and runner up team the Bengal Tigers and Team Lions.

Courtesy photo

Cricket Club heats up in prep for international tournament

Cricket is not a single per-
son game, it’s a team sport 
where all 11 players put their 
effort together to achieve vic-
tory. Cricket is the second 
most watched sport in the 
whole world. In American cul-
ture it did not have that much 
recognition. Cricket has pret-
ty much the same concept as 
Baseball. Instead of homerun 
in baseball or cricket, if you 
hit the ball out of bounds it 
gives you a score of six or four. 
First team gives a target to the 
other team and then the other 
team tries to chase that target 
in certain balls. The Minneso-
ta State University, Mankato 
cricket Club was established 
back in 2008. Abdur Rehman, 
senior at the MSU, took over 
the club right after covid hit in 
the spring of 2020. Rehman 

joined the club as a vice pres-
ident. Under his leadership 
and management many tour-
naments were hosted in the 
Minnesota State University 
Mankato.

“Although I am not raised 
in a country where cricket isn’t 
much popular but the blood 
my family, uncle and cous-
in everybody shares the pas-
sion of cricket come through 
blood,” Abdur Rehman, said.

The MSU cricket club 
hosts one tournament every 
semester. In their upcoming 
tournament  teams from oth-
er universities in North Da-
kota, South Dakota and the 
University of Minnesota will 
participate. The   internation-
al  tournament is scheduled on 
October 21 and 23.  Hosted 
by  MSU the Cricket Club this 
will be the first outer states 
tournament after Covid-19.

Cricket teams have diver-

sity from Nepal, Bangladesh, 
India, and Pakistan. In this 
tournament there are going 
to be four teams, each team 
will consist of 11 players in 
which 9 players going to play 
rest three will be substituted. 

In these four teams Sri Lank-
ans will have their own team 
which is team Lions, Pakistan 
team MSU Markhor, Bangla-
desh team Bengal tigers, In-
dians team India. Among all 

By AYAN MUHAMMAD
Staff Writer

Mavs unable 
to defeat the 
Wildcats

After starting to find 
rhythm following the first 
loss of the season, The 
Minnesota State University, 
Mankato Mavericks seem to 
have hit a snag after a tough 
loss against Wayne State 
Wildcats snapping their 
two-game win streak.

In his first game back 
after being out with inju-
ries, sophomore quarter-
back Hayden Ekern would 
be back under center and 
showed some rust because 
of it. The offense would be 
clamped down by the Wild-
cat defense and unable to 
get down the field for the 
majority of the first quar-
ter. Allowing for opposing 
sophomore quarterback 
Nick Bohn to pick the Mav-
ericks stout defense apart on 
drive after drive to put ten 
points on the board in the 
first quarter.

Going into the second 
quarter, the Mavericks 
would continue to try and 
take the lead but could only 
manage a field goal and 
a touchdown pass caught 
by freshman wide receiv-
er Grant Guyett. Even for 
a dominant performance 
from the Maverick offen-
sive line which allowed the 
running back tandem of 
junior Shen Butler Lawson 
and sophomore Christian 
Vasser to run, it would not 
be enough. The Mavericks 
trailed by fourteen points as 
they made their way to the 
locker room for halftime.

Coming out of the half, 
the Mavericks would get 
the ball and push the ball 
down the field to score a 
touchdown to start the third 
quarter and cause a fumble 
to get the ball back on the 
Wildcats first drive. How-
ever, the Wildcats would 
capitalize after a redzone 
interception by Ekern lead 
to them putting responding 
with another touchdown 
drive.

The Mavericks would 
desperately try to will a 
fourth quarter comeback 
but ultimately could not 
break through on either side 
and fell short in the end with 
a final score of 41-33 Wild-
cats, as they finish there 
Homecoming in style. Their 

FOOTBALL on page 12 u

By CHARLIE GROEBNER
Staff Writer
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

WE BUY, SELL & TRADE
a wide range of items!
cash loans • buy • sell • trade

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR CURRENT EBAY LISTINGS:

GOLDRUSHPAWNMN.COM

gold/silver • Coins • electronics 
video games • sporting goods

collectibles • equipment • tools

1420 N. Riverfront Drive
Suite 102
Mankato 

507-720-0017

The new changed culture 
for Minnesota State Universi-
ty, Mankato’s golf team has 
been groundbreaking for the 
program, all thanks to the 
new head coach. 

Over the past year and a 
half, Alex Schmitz started as 
the men’s golf coach but when 
women’s coach Bailey Gerdes 
resigned, Schmitz took over 
both programs. Schmitz saw 
both golf programs as full of 
potential and acted on them 
quickly. This started with 
changing the culture. 

Schmitz has created an at-
mosphere for the student-ath-
letes to feel comfortable, not 
only on the golf course but 
off it too. He wants his play-
ers to be both students and 
athletes, “The culture is one, 
letting the student-athletes be 
students, I mean they techni-
cally are still kids,” Schmitz 
said.  “A lot of women have 
come out of their shells be-
cause we have changed the 
atmosphere to be a fun place 
and now they have seen what 
we can do to win.”

With this change, the 
women’s golf team has now 
won three out of their last 
four tournaments.  Schmitz 
says that they work together 
at all times and are one, “All 
in it together, all in to for the 
same goal, the biggest thing 
is they are having fun. When 
you are having fun, you are 
competing, you are winning. 
Winning is not everything, 
but it is the icing on the cake”. 

When the women’s team 
realized they were allowed to 
have fun while learning les-
sons it changed the game for 
them. Schmitz never wanted 
golf to seem like a harsh job 
and when he made that clear, 

the team was ready to shine. 
The women’s team broke 

a groundbreaking record for 
the program this season on 
Sept. 9. They shot under 300 
two days in a row. MSU’s 
women’s golf has never been 
able to hit under 300 before 
and Schmitz led them to do it, 
twice in back-to-back days.

“To me, it is more about 
seeing the smile on their fac-
es when they go to get their 
trophy, their smiles pay off 
all their hard work. It’s not 
all about winning but setting 
the school record at 299 and 
then tying the school record 
the next day again and that is 
really cool”. 

With this record, Schmitz 
realized he needed to show 
the recruits that they were 
ready to win and that he cared 
for the future. This future re-
lied on landing his potential 
recruits, “I make the time to 
go wherever I need to go. I’ll 
go to Wisconsin or northern 
Minnesota. It’s a 12- or 15-
hour day but it’s worth the 
face-to-face contact”. He 
spends his days driving out to 
wherever he needs to go to sit 
down and converse with his 
recruits instead of over the 
phone. 

The team’s future is now 
set up for success with the 
changes he has made. When 
Schmitz arrived at MSU’s 
campus he noticed how 
great the campus facilities 
were. He saw plenty of win-
ning programs across MSU’s 
sports and a campus with 
amazing facilities. He didn’t 
see this with the golf pro-
gram though, but he wanted 
to make this a possibility. 

Recruiting is hard for 
Schmitz because of the lack 
of golf facilities MSU has to 
offer. The practice’s in the 

winter are held in an old 
gym and the team has to set 
up mats and nets to hit into, 
this wasn’t a viable option for 
winning and the recruits saw 
it too, “We lose recruitments 
too. They might not have a 
better campus or programs, 
but they do have better prac-
tice facilities” Schmitz said. 
This is all actively changing 
now. 

Schmitz started a new 
project and it took off, now 
going better than ever. When 
sitting down with Schmitz 
we were sitting in his new 
but empty office space that is 
soon to be their new practice 
facility. 

“The room we are sitting 
in was a storage facility, you 
would’ve walked in here and 
said no way we are going to 
get a golf facility out of this. 
Hundreds of boxes were in 
here and I looked at them and 
decided we need to reevalu-
ate this room. Now we are 
going to have two simulators 
in here, a putting green, and 
I finally got my own office”. 

This whole room would not 
have been possible if it wasn’t 
for his idea to raise money 
for the program. Schmitz set 
up raffles at local golf cours-
es and sold 550 raffle tickets 
for 20 bucks each. The result 
of these raffles ended up be-
ing around $11,000 for the 
program.  MSU’s golf team 
also hosted the Nick Campa 
Maverick Golf Classic which 
is in honor of long-time coach 
Nick Campa. This golf clas-
sic raised four to five more 
grand. The last of the money 
that was raised for the golf 
teams were from donors and 
Schmitz himself. This was all 
for the new facilities. 

With the new golf sim-

Courtesy of MSU AthleticsCourtesy of MSU Athletics
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Alex Schmitz is the head coach for both Men and Women’s golf at Minnesota State University, Mankato.Alex Schmitz is the head coach for both Men and Women’s golf at Minnesota State University, Mankato.

Schmitz impact on the MSU golf program

By LUKE JACKSON
Staff Writer

a short-side snipe that beat 
Rancier over his right shoul-
der. Minnesota retained the 
1-0 lead heading into the sec-
ond period. 

Early in the second peri-
od, the Mavericks received 
a crushing blow, as junior 
Maverick forward David Si-
lye was given a major and a 
game misconduct penalty for 
checking from behind, send-
ing him to the locker room 
for the rest of the night. But 
much to the delight, the Mav-
ericks were able to kill off the 
major penalty and watch mo-
mentum shift to their side.

After a faceoff win by the 
Mavericks late in the second 
period, freshman Maverick 
defenseman Cambell Cicho-
sz walked the blue line and 
sent a shot that beat Min-
nesota senior goalie Justen 
Close, tying the game up 1-1. 
The physicality started to 
pick up late in the second pe-
riod, as each team took every 
opportunity they could to lay 
a big hit.

Early in the third period, 
the Mavericks took the lead 
as junior Maverick forward 
Josh Groll potted a rebound 
after a shot came in from the 
point. But their lead wouldn’t 
last long, as junior Gopher 
forward Mason Nevers fin-
ished off a tic-tac-toe play 
just over a minute later, tying 
the game up 2-2.  The nerves 
started to settle in for both 
teams as the game clock kept 
ticking down past the ten 

minute mark of a tied game. 
The Mavericks were able to 
get several good scoring op-
portunities on a powerplay 
late in the third but to no 
avail. With about six min-
utes remaining in the game, 
senior Maverick forward 
Sam Morton was able to win 
a puck battle and pass across 
to Sandelin who was turning 
into the slot. Sandelin was 
able to catch the pass and 
fire a shot past Close which 
sent the crowd into a frenzy 
and gave the Mavericks a 3-2 
lead.

The Mavericks switched 
into a defensive mode for the 
remainder of the game, try-
ing to turn away any Gopher 
shot that got to Rancier. But 
with each save and blocked 
shot, the crowd got louder 
and louder.

To the elation of all Mav-
erick fans and players, the 
final horn sounded, conclud-
ing a hard-fought game and 
ending with Minnesota State 
defeating Minnesota by a 
final score of 3-2. Hastings 
commented following the 
game about his team’s effort 
on Saturday night.

“Minnesota’s a really 
good hockey team and we 
thought it was gonna be a 
physical battle, and it was,” 
Hastings said. “I like the way 
we stuck around and didn’t 
go away.”

The Mavericks will be 
back in action Oct. 14 and 
15 as they play host to Min-
nesota Duluth.

MHOCKEYMHOCKEY from page 10from page 10



12  •  MSU Reporter Sports Tuesday, October 11, 2022

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS AT

APPLY AT

MMOOUUNNT T KKAATTO SO SKKI I AARREEAA
One mile south of Mankato on Hwy. 66

www.MountKato.com

Fun & 
Exciting 

Job!Great 
Bene�ts!

Flexible
Hours!

Employment includes 
Seasonal Pass!

Work 
Inside or 

Out!

Competitive Wages!

• Lift Operators
• Weekday Medical Staff
• Food Service
• Rental Shop
• Ski & Board Instructors
• Tech Shop
• Bartenders
• Cooks
• Ticket Window
• Night Janitor

Blake Van Veldhuizen has 
spent the last two years with 
the team clogging up the run-
ning lanes and eating up blocks 
as a defensive tackle for Minne-
sota State University, Mankato. 
He has 5.5 tackles for loss and 
3 sacks, along with 27 total 
tackles over two seasons with 
the Mavericks. The senior is 
currently majoring in manufac-
turing engineering and technol-
ogy, with a minor in agricul-
ture.

The Iowa native attend-
ed Iowa Western Community 
College out of high school and 
after a year and a half, Van 
Veldhuizen decided to transfer 
to MSU and was welcomed as 
a member of the football team.

This change in scenery has 
been great for Van Veldhuizen, 
and being a part of the football 
team has only further enhanced 
his experience.

“The best part of being on 
the team here at MSU has re-
ally just been the team cama-
raderie, I play with all of my 
best buddies, and hanging out 
with them all the time has been 
really special,” Van Veldhuizen 
said. 

He has taken the transition 
from a high school to a college 
athlete in stride, he truly em-
braced playing his role on the 
team, prioritizing film study 
and weights in order to prevail 
over his competition.

Putting in the time and ded-
ication to a sport as a student 
athlete has its challenges. Van 
Veldhuizen tries his best to pre-
pare to be able to perform at 
his best.

“Coming out every week, 
knowing that we have pre-

pared as well as we could all 
week to put our best effort out 
on the field, I am proud of how 
we take on the process every 
week,” Van Veldhuizen said.

As the season wears on, Van 
Veldhuizen says that the coach-
ing staff has been a great moti-
vation for the players. “I would 
say that Coach Gold inspires 
me every week, he always has a 
quote to get us going, he always 
knows how to get on us when 
we aren’t doing so well.” 

As for the rest of the season, 
Van Veldhuizen wants the team 
to approach each game with 
the understanding that it is the 
most important game on the 
schedule, and to not look past 
anyone in front of them.

“I feel like when we look 
more at the big picture, it’s hard 
to focus on one game at a time. 
So as a team, our goal is just 
to take it one game at a time,” 
Van Veldhuizen said. “For my 
personal goals, I just want to do 
my job to the best of my abili-
ty out there, and the stats will 
come along with that if I am 
doing my job right.”

There’s no telling the future, 
but we can expect to see Van 
Veldhuizen back home in Iowa 
on the farm as a mechanical en-
gineer in ten years. As for now, 
look for #93 this Saturday, as 
the Mavericks take on the Up-
per Iowa Peacocks at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Mavericks’ very own 
Blakeslee Stadium.

ASUTOSH SILWAL ASUTOSH SILWAL • The Reporter• The Reporter

Blake Van Veldhuizen #93 is a defensive lineman for MSU football.Blake Van Veldhuizen #93 is a defensive lineman for MSU football.

Senior Spotlight: Blake Van Veldhuizen
By HAYDEN LEE
Staff Writer
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The Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato women’s 
hockey team traveled north 
to the University of Minne-
sota Duluth’s home rink this 
weekend to face off against 
the No. 4 Bulldogs. A grueling 
game one sent the two teams to 
overtime but Duluth prevailed 
to remain undefeated to start 
their 2022-23 season.

Game two was another 
close battle, but a slow start 
from the Mavericks was all the 
Bulldogs needed to jump out 
to an early lead and hold on. 
With the series loss, Minnesota 
State drops to 0-4-0 this sea-
son but has made every game 
a close one.

It has been a tough start to 
the season for the Mavericks, 
but sophomore defenseman 
Shelbi Guttormson says the 
team’s spirits are still high. 

“Our starting schedule is 
definitely not the easiest,” ex-
plained Guttormson. “That 
first weekend against Ohio 
State was definitely a; we’re a 
good team, we can stick with 
the number one team in the na-
tion, kind of thing. We thought 
we had it.”

After losing by one goal in 
each of their first two games 
against No. 1 Ohio State, Min-
nesota State fell in a similar 
fashion to Minnesota Duluth 
in overtime 2-1 on Friday. Se-
nior forward Kennedy Bobyck 
scored the lone goal for the 
Mavericks, finding the back of 
the net shorthanded to kick off 
game one. 

The Bulldogs tied it up later 
in the first and it wasn’t until 

overtime that Duluth finished 
it off just 14 seconds in. Ashton 
Bell, a fifth-year senior, was the 
overtime hero for the Bulldogs. 

Despite the loss, Guttorm-
son stated, “I thought we had 
a really good start on Friday. It 
was nice to get that first goal.”

The two Minnesota teams 
then faced off again on Satur-
day to cap off their first of two 
series this year. 

“Saturday was a quick turn-
around at three and kind of a 
slow start for us,” explained 
the sophomore defenseman. “I 
think we got outpaced as we 
eased into the first and second, 
but we have a lot to learn from 
that Saturday game too.”

Two goals at the 4:57 and 
5:20 marks of the first period 
were all the Bulldogs needed to 
fend off the Mavericks in game 
two, and now Minnesota State 
looks forward to a home-and-
home series against the Minne-
sota Gophers this weekend. 

When asked about what the 
team is looking to implement 
this coming weekend, Gut-
tormson kept it simple: “Keep 
with the pace and set it right 
away.”

The sophomore also went 
on to say, “We have to keep 
shooting on their goalies. We 
didn’t test the Duluth goal 
enough last week, and I think 
we had a total of 25 shots in 
both games… We need to cre-
ate more offense and continue 
to have a solid defense.”

The Mavericks’ struggles 
have definitely come by not 
scoring the puck as much as 
they need to, but with more 
shots on goal per game, the 
team will undoubtedly find 
themselves as the victors in 
one-goal games.

Women’s hockey falls short on the road 

against University of Minnesota Duluth

By KOLE BUELOW
Staff Writer

win would also help them as 
they jump the Mavericks into 
the third-place spot going 
into a big match against Au-
gustana.

As for the Mavericks, con-
cerns are starting to build as 
the team returns home from 

a hard-fought game. Even 
though Ekern did show some 
signs of struggle, he looked 
to improve later in the game. 
However, it still is in question 
if he will get the call to start 
next week or be in rotation 
with the other quarterbacks. 
With only five games left 

in the season, many people 
still are skeptical if this team 
can make the post season. In 
what could be considered the 
turning point in this season, 
the Mavericks return to the 
campus ground and prepare 
to defend Blakeslee Stadium.

these teams there will be only 
11 players selected for the 
MSU team which will play in 
the outer state tournaments.

MSU cricket club is a rec-
ognized student organization 
who not only play in varsity, 
but also on other platforms. 
They play against many oth-

er communities and other 
clubs in Minneapolis they 
call themselves The Viking. 
The Vikings are not affiliated 
with any university but still 
play against the MSU cricket 
team.“I know over here you 
won’t see many people and 
you won’t see many things 
about cricket but the enthu-

siasm for cricket is very im-
portant because over here if 
you like cricket it’s going to 
start from you. First thing I 
want new people to have en-
thusiasm to play and keep 
the game alive anybody who 
is interested to play they can 
join,” Rehman said.

ulators, putting greens and 
launch monitors the team 
will now be able to practice 
more efficiently than they 
have in the past. This will 
leave them with more skill for 
when the spring season rolls 

around and a more enticing 
way to land recruits. 

 It is evident that Schmitz 
has changed MSU’s golf pro-
gram for the better. From see-
ing the smiles on the athlete’s 
faces, making them feel wel-
come when they are on and 

off the course, and making 
constant selfless acts for the 
betterment of the golf team’s 
programs, Schmitz proves 
time and time again that he 
is here to make a difference 
and is planning to continue 
to do so. 
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Whats poppin’ at African American Affairs this year?

The current Conkling Gal-
lery artist is Areca Roe, an MSU 
associate professor in the art 
department. Conkling is a pro-
fessional touring exhibit space 
that houses work by graduate 
students, faculty, and other art-
ists. For Roe, this is her first solo 
gallery in the space. The gallery, 
Symbiotic, will be available for 
viewing from Oct. 3 until Nov. 
4. 

Using three-dimensional len-
ticular pictures and film, Roe 
combines three distinct bodies 
of work in this exhibition to 
examine how people attempt to 
connect with nature while ac-
cepting its limitations. 

When coming up with the 
show’s title, she thought a lot 
about the human relationship 
to the natural world. That rela-
tionship can be positive, nega-
tive, or neutral. Thus, she settled 
on Symbiotic, which refers to a 
relationship “characterized by, 
living in, or being a close phys-
ical association between two or 
more dissimilar organisms.”

“The work in the show ref-
erences human interaction with 
the natural world. And the 
show’s work has plants native to 
Minnesota,” said Roe. “I have a 
big collection of nature pattern 
fabrics, and I incorporate those 
into a lot of my work to sort of 
reference the home or the do-
mestic.” 

The thing that makes these 
photographs unique is the illu-
sion her photos give off to the 
viewer. These illusions are done 
by taking multiple images and 
layering them on top of one an-
other. 

“I have been obsessed with 

3D photography and want-
ed to incorporate it into this 
show. There is a whole process 
involved,” said Roe. “You take 
36 images on a rail in order to 
achieve the different perspec-
tives and achieve the 3-D effect. 
This took me about a month or 
two to learn with a lot of trial 
and error.” 

In addition to nature, she in-
corporated her family into her 
work. In one of the images, she 

is seen with her back facing the 
camera and hugging her child. 

“There are some images of 
birches and willows. I incor-
porated my own kids into the 
scene,” said Roe. “When cre-
ating those images, I thought 
about the legacy we’re leaving 
children regarding the natural 
world or climate crisis and how 
we are not living up to our obli-
gations. In a way, I am project-
ing them or trying to nurture 
them in those frames.” 

Roe first got into art when 
she was 14. It was not until she 
took a class on the skill that she 
fell in love with photography. 

“I borrowed my parents’ 
cameras and just started pho-
tographing. I then got into the 
dark room in high school and 
fell in love with photography 
specifically,” said Roe. “I’d al-
ways been interested in art, but 
photography became my main 
medium.” 

A few things about the medi-

um stuck out to Roe. 
“I like the idea that it’s freez-

ing a moment or memory in 
time. You can sit and study it in 
depth. I like that sort of immedi-
acy of changing things and also 
the relationship to reality,” said 
Roe. “I like how quickly you can 
manipulate an image or a scene 
just by changing the moment 
and changing your perspective. 
A photograph is not necessarily 
true or real, but it usually has 
some basis in reality.” 

By LAUREN VISKA
Staff Writer

Areca Roe’s gallery is full of 3-D images

LILLY ANDERSON LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter• The Reporter

Roe combines the influences of nature and family in order to create an environmentally aware series, which she named Symbiotic as a representation of Roe combines the influences of nature and family in order to create an environmentally aware series, which she named Symbiotic as a representation of 
the relationship the two should have.the relationship the two should have.

 Recently, African American 
Affairs at Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato kicked off a 
series of events: On&Poppin’. 
Balencia Crosby, the Interim 
Director of the group, explained 
the hopes of the series. 

“It’s an opportunity for the 
black collective to come togeth-
er, to celebrate one another, to 
spend time with one another and 
really start to knit and strength-
en the community that is within 
us here at Mankato,” said Cros-
by. “It’s really just a way for us 
to get out of our heads and get 
out of our own ways and stop 
thinking like, ‘what are they 
thinking about me?’”

In order to get students con-
necting with each other, at the 

first event students had to con-
struct towers in teams using pas-
ta and marshmallows. 

“It was silly and funny, but 
competitive at the same time,” 
said Crosby. “We’re gonna roll 
one out again in October and 
November, and then we’ll do 
two in the spring. This next one 
is going to be a big game day.”

She’s hoping it can further 
develop the bond of the students 
from the first group, and create 
new bonds with all who join. 
“COVID happened and it is still 
a lingering concern for a num-
ber of people. We have a large 
population of students who are 
sophomores and juniors who 
missed a lot of that connectivi-
ty. I think for those students to 
come together and share space 
and rub elbows with one anoth-
er – that’s where they see one 
another; they see a larger part of 

the community.”
Seeing a larger community 

is crucial for all students, but 
especially students in minority 
groups. “I’ve had a number of 
students this week and weeks 
prior to come in and say, ‘I’m 
the only person in this class and 
it feels like this. I’m the only per-
son in my program and it feels 
like this,’” said Crosby. “Yes, 
sometimes we are a single indi-
vidual in the room – the single 
black individual in the room, the 
single woman in the room, so 
on and so forth. But there are so 
many other bodies that look and 
feel and experience a number of 
experiences just like you and can 
support in that way.”

Of course, though, students 
can visit the African American 
Affairs office anytime for sup-
port – and not just if they are 
African America. 

“Anyone can come into this 
office and feel supported. When 
you come in here, I want that 
person to feel like they are the 
most important person in the 

room,” said Crosby. “This is the 
place for support and it’s a place 
for connectivity at large. I think 
that’s really what this center is.”

By LILLY SCHMIDT
Variety Editor

African American Affairs focuses on the connection of students on cam-African American Affairs focuses on the connection of students on cam-
pus to combat the walls built by the pandemic. Future On&Poppin’ events pus to combat the walls built by the pandemic. Future On&Poppin’ events 
include a game night and a banquet. include a game night and a banquet. 

DYLAN ENGEL DYLAN ENGEL • The Reporter• The Reporter
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Big white tents were set up 
in the River Hills Mall park-
ing lot last Friday, marking the 
splashtastic return of Cirque 
Italia’s water circus show. Cre-
ated in 2012, the show has 
traveled from city to city across 
the country entertaining the 
masses.

 Friday’s show theme 
was pirates. Inside the tents 
sat a massive beached pirate 
ship, with performers donned 
in their best swashbuckling at-
tire, selling snow cones, candy 
apples and light-up toys before 
the show began.

 The show was filled 
to the brim with daring, grav-
ity-defying stunts. One man 
shot balloons backward with a 
crossbow, blindfolded, as they 
hung over their fellow perform-
er’s head. 

 Another performer 
soared through the air in a tra-
peze performance, suspended 
only by their wrist. Donned in 
a mermaid suit, the performer 

swam through the air like a fish 
in the water as water streams 
shot out of the stage.

 The mermaid, Mor-
gaine Rosenthal, has been in 
the Cirque Italia shows for eight 
years. She originally began as 
an aerialist but has grown her 
role as the show has grown its 
success.

 “My position and role 
with the company has grown 
and now I am the manager 
and director of the show, in 
addition to being an aerialist,” 
Rosenthal said.

 Another member of 
the team is Manuel Rebecchi. 
The founder of the show, Re-
becchi is the nephew of Moi-
ra Orfei, the world-renowned 
queen of the Italian circus. Re-
becchi’s family has performed 
in the circus for generations, 
but Rebecchi decided he want-
ed to bring the show to the 
United States.

 Emigrating to the 
States with limited funds and a 
dream, Rebecchi worked hard 
to create the Cirque Italia show. 
Due to his relentless work ethic 

and broad vision, Cirque Italia 
has now become the premiere 
traveling circus in the United 
States.

 “We are bringing high 
level, unforgettable entertain-
ment to your hometown,” said 
Leah Hryniewicki, the show’s 
public relations specialist. “It’s 
our hope that every audience 
member can attend the show 
and experience the magic that 
is Cirque Italia.

 According to the 
show’s performers, what keeps 
them coming back to the stage 
each night is the sheer love and 
passion, as well as seeing the 
audience’s reception.

 “What keeps me per-
forming night after night is be-
ing able to share my love and 
passion for my art with the 
American public. Seeing the 
reaction from the crowd and 
the joy… is the most rewarding 
part of being an artist,” Rosen-
thal said. “The combination of 
artistry, athleticism, fearless-
ness, and fun under our big 
top is unlike anything you have 
ever seen.”

JOEY ERICKSON JOEY ERICKSON • The Reporter• The Reporter

Kanye West once suggested 
slavery was a choice. He called 
the COVID-19 vaccine “the 
mark of the beast.” Earlier this 
month, he was criticized for 
wearing a “White Lives Mat-
ter” T-shirt to his collection at 
Paris Fashion Week.

Now the rapper who is le-
gally known as Ye is again 
embroiled in controversy — 
locked out of Twitter and In-
stagram over posts that the 
social networks said Sunday 
violated their policies. In one 
antisemitic post on Twitter, Ye 
said he would soon go “death 
con 3 on JEWISH PEOPLE,” 
according to internet archive 
records, making an apparent 
reference to the U.S. defense 
readiness condition scale 
known as DEFCON.

“You guys have toyed with 
me and tried to black ball any-
one whoever opposes your 
agenda,” he said in the same 
tweet posted late Saturday, 
which was removed by Twitter.

The comment drew a sharp 
rebuke from the Anti-Defama-
tion League, which called the 
tweet “deeply troubling, dan-
gerous, and antisemitic, peri-
od.”

“There is no excuse for his 
propagating of white suprem-
acist slogans and classic an-
tisemitism about Jewish power, 
especially with the platform he 
has,” a statement said.

Representatives for Ye did 
not return requests for com-
ment.

Ye has alienated even ardent 
fans in recent years, teasing and 
long tinkering with albums 
that haven’t been met with the 
critical or commercial success 
of his earlier recordings. Those 
close to him, like ex-wife Kim 
Kardashian and her family, 
have ceased publicly defending 
him after the couple’s bitter di-
vorce and his unsettling posts 
about her recent relationship 
with comedian Pete Davidson.

But the social media suspen-
sions cap a whirlwind week for 
Ye, even by his standards. On 
Oct. 3 he wore a “White Lives 
Matter” T-shirt while debuting 
his latest fashion line in Paris, 
prompting harsh criticism. Ac-
cording to the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, which tracks 
hate groups, White Lives Mat-
ter is a neo-Nazi group.

Rapper Sean “Diddy” 
Combs posted a video on In-
stagram saying he didn’t sup-
port the shirt, not to buy  it.

EVAN AGOSTINI EVAN AGOSTINI • Associated Press• Associated Press

The performers dazzled the audience with their gravity-defying stunts and death-defying tricks.The performers dazzled the audience with their gravity-defying stunts and death-defying tricks.

Kanye West arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Feb. 9, 2020, in Kanye West arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Feb. 9, 2020, in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. West’s Twitter and Instagram accounts have been Beverly Hills, Calif. West’s Twitter and Instagram accounts have been 
locked because of posts by the rapper, now known legally as Ye.locked because of posts by the rapper, now known legally as Ye.

Cirque Italia makes their 
splashtastic return to Mankato

Instagram suspend Kanye 
West over antisemitic posts

By JOEY ERICKSON
Variety Co-Editor

ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘Amsterdam’ and ‘Lyle Lyle’ struggle
By JAKE COYLE
Associated Press

David O. Russell’s star-stud-
ded 1930s mystery “Amster-
dam” flopped and the chil-
dren’s book adaptation “Lyle, 
Lyle, Crocodile” debuted soft-
ly, allowing the horror thriller 
“Smile” to repeat atop the box 
office in U.S. and Canada the-
aters, according to studio esti-
mates Sunday.

Neither new release caught 
fire with moviegoers but the 
disappointment was most 

acute for “Amsterdam,” a 
poorly reviewed $80 million 
screwball romp starring Chris-
tian Bale, Margot Robbie and 
John David Washington. The 
20th Century Studios pro-
duction, co-funded by New 
Regency and released by the 
Walt Disney Co., opened with 
just $6.5 million — a stinging 
rebuke for the decorated film-
maker of “Silver Linings Play-
book” whose splashy ensemble 
also includes Chris Rock, Anya 
Taylor-Joy and Taylor Swift.

Sony Pictures’ “Lyle, Lyle, 

Crocodile,” a musical based 
on Bernard Waber’s children’s 
book featuring Shawn Mendes 
as the voice of a computer-gen-
erated reptile, fared better, col-
lecting $11.5 million in ticket 
sales. But that still was a rela-
tively modest result, especially 
for the first major family mov-
ie to land in theaters since the 
summer. The film, which cost 
$50 million to make, could 
benefit from children being out 
of school for Monday’s Colum-
bus Day and little kid-movie 
competition this month.
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1130 South Riverfront Drive  |  Mankato
507-385-7799

Monday-Saturday • 10am-10pm  |  Sunday • 11am-8pm

Across
from

Cub Foods

20% OFF 
ANY E-CIG

(Includes Disposables)

20% OFF 
ANY CBD/DELTA PRODUCT

15% OFF 
ANY MISCELLANEOUS ITEM

(Includes: Tapestries, Clothing, Incense, etc.) *Some exclusions apply.

30% OFF 
ANY SINGLE GLASSROOM PURCHASE

*Some exclusions apply.

E XPIRES 12 /31/22
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Officials in Europe and the 
U.S. praised the awarding of 
this year’s Nobel Peace Prize 
to activists standing up for hu-
man rights and democracy in 
Russia, Belarus and Ukraine 
while authorities in Belarus 
scorned the move.

Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine this year has pushed 
Moscow’s relationship with 
its Western neighbors to a 
new low. Even before that, ties 
had been fraught over Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s backing 
for pro-Russian separatists in 
Ukraine, his support for au-
thoritarian Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko 
and Syrian leader Bashar As-
sad, and his repression of po-
litical opponents, such as dissi-
dent Alexei Navalny at home.

“I hope the Russian au-
thorities read the justification 
for the peace prize and take it 
to heart,” Norwegian Prime 
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre said 
after the Nobel Committee 
awarded the 2022 prize to im-
prisoned Belarus rights activ-
ist Ales Bialiatski, the Russian 
rights group Memorial and 
the Ukrainian Center for Civil 
Liberties, which is focusing on 
documenting war crimes.

“It sends a signal that keep-
ing civil society down is pro-
tecting one’s own power. It is 
seen from the outside and it is 
criticized,” he said.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron was among the world 
leaders who quickly hailed the 
laureates, tweeting that their 
prize ”pays homage to un-
wavering defenders of human 
rights in Europe.”

“Artisans of peace, they 
know they can count on 
France’s support,” the French 
leader said.

U.S. President Joe Biden 
said the winners “remind us 
that, even in dark days of war, 
in the face of intimidation and 
oppression, the common hu-
man desire for rights and dig-
nity cannot be extinguished.”

“The brave souls who do 
this work have pursued the 
truth and documented for 
the world the political repres-

sion of their fellow citizens — 
speaking out, standing up, and 
staying the course while being 
threatened by those who seek 
their silence,” Biden said in a 
statement.

NATO chief Jens Stolten-
berg congratulated the win-
ners, tweeting that “the right 
to speak truth to power is 
fundamental to free and open 
societies.”

Danish Foreign Minister 
Jeppe Kofod said the award 
needs to be seen against 
the backdrop of the war in 
Ukraine.

“There is war in Europe. 
Your work for peace and hu-
man rights is therefore more 
important than ever before,” 
he said to the winners. “Thank 
you for that.”

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said the three groups 
“fully deserved” the awards.

“The bravery, passion and 
clarity with which (they) are 
fighting for freedom and jus-
tice deserves the highest re-
spect,” he told reporters on the 
sidelines of a meeting of Euro-
pean Union leaders in Prague.

In Paris, exiled Belarus 
opposition leader Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya told The As-
sociated Press that the award 
was “recognition of all the 
people who are sacrificing their 
freedom and lives for the sake 
of (Belarus).”

Over the last two years, 
the government of Belarus has 
waged a violent crackdown on 
journalists and protesters who 
say that the 2020 presidential 
election was rigged, beating 
thousands, detaining tens of 
thousands and charging rights 
defenders with cases that the 
opposition calls politically mo-
tivated. Many have fled the 
country for their own safety.

“Physically, you know, this 
prize will not influence their 
situation but I am sure it (will) 
influence the moods and inten-
tions of other countries to help 
those people who are behind 
bars,” Tsikhanouskaya said.

Svetlana Alexievich, a Be-
larusian journalist and writer 
who won the 2015 Nobel Prize 
in literature, called Bialiatski 
“a legendary figure.””

EFREM LUKATSKY EFREM LUKATSKY • Associated Press• Associated Press

Managers of the Center for Civil Liberties react in Kyiv, Ukraine, Friday, Managers of the Center for Civil Liberties react in Kyiv, Ukraine, Friday, 
Oct. 7, 2022. Oct. 7, 2022. 

Europe praises, Belarus 
scorns Nobel for rights

By FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

Mav Machine stuns stadium

Last Saturday, The Maverick Machine Athletic Band preformed at the Annual Youth In Music Marching band Last Saturday, The Maverick Machine Athletic Band preformed at the Annual Youth In Music Marching band 
show. The band preformed an exhibition of their show “Time Machine” In the Minnesota Vikings very own show. The band preformed an exhibition of their show “Time Machine” In the Minnesota Vikings very own 
U.S Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Machine was one of three collegiate bands to preform at U.S Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Machine was one of three collegiate bands to preform at 
this event.this event.
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