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Joy brought through toys
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DYLAN ENGEL e The Reporter

The Women’s Center is one of the locations students can drop off unwrapped toys at for the Holiday Toy Drive which runs through Dec. 5.

By EMMA JOHNSON
News Director

With the holiday season right
around the corner, one of the
best ways to boost spirits is by
giving back. This year, the Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion
office teamed up with the Min-
nesota State Track and Field
Team to bring festive cheer to
the Mankato community.

The project was spearheaded

by MSU students Rashion Walk-
er and Jeremiah Revere. Revere
said the idea came to them from
a trip to Five Below.

“In early August Dbefore
school started, we were walking
through the aisles and we no-
ticed there were a whole bunch
of different toys. We thought we
could start a toy drive and with
180 (team members) in a group
chat, T thought ‘That’s a lot of
toys we could give out,”” Revere

said.

Walker and Revere grew up
in the inner streets of Miami
and were once on the receiving
end of toy drives. Revere said it’s
nice being on the giving end.

“My mom did whatever she
could to get what I wanted for
Christmas. Being able to get that
toy is special,” Revere said. “It
makes me feel good to have the
roles reversed.”

Associate Track and Field

Head Coach Chris Parno said
the ownership of track students
taking initiative for starting the
drive can be implemented back
to a teamwork mindset.

“It’s the call to action. There’s
no ‘Let’s get it done’ but being
more intentional about getting
(the drive) accomplished,” Par-
no said. “It’s not from the coach-
ing staff putting it on them, it’s
the people from the team.”

TOYS on page 3»

Mav Machine brings Maverick pride abroad

By ALEXANDRA TOSTRUD
Staff Writer

The Maverick Machine will
ring in the new year this winter
break with a parade perfor-
mance in Rome.

According to Michael Thurs-
by, director of the Mav Ma-
chine, the band was initially in-
vited for the 2021 parade which
was canceled due to COVID.

“We're the only college
group that got invited to come
and perform. It’s through down-
town Rome, going past the
Spanish steps, the Trevi foun-
tain, and we get to go through
the historical center of Rome,”
said Thursby.

The band last had the oppor-
tunity to travel on this scale in
2019 when their trip to Puerto
Rico was shaken off course.

“We had earthquakes—those
were some of the most difficult
situations to go through as a
band director. I honestly feel
like this is going to be easy com-
pared to that. Traveling across
seas presents its own challenges
just because many students have
not traveled over an ocean be-
fore,” Thursby said.

The students will have the
opportunity to see locations
outside of the sites along the
parade route, like the Roman
Forum and Pompeii.

“It’s a different feeling when
you’re there. Everything is so
much older, and you don’t think
about it when you see it on TV,
but when you’re there, it gives
me goosebumps just thinking
about it and having the parade
be in that location, it’ll be very
neat,” said Thursby.

LILLY ANDERSON e The Reporter

The Maverick Machine will be marching through Rome over winter
break, an experience that was delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Junior Sophie Seegar has
played with the band for her

entire college experience and is
BAND o# page 6>

Graduation
Planner
helping
students get
on track

By AMALIA SHARAF
Staff Writer

Graduation Planner, a
new class planning tool,
has been created by the
MinnState system and im-
plemented into MSU for
more convenient academic
planning.

Student Degree Plan-
ning and Completion Co-
ordinator, Lindsay Smith
is responsible for sharing
information and teaching
students how to use Gradu-
ation Planner to create indi-
vidualized plans for a better
understanding of students’
academic pathway to grad-
uation. She believes that this
tool is helpful for planning
and organization.

“I think it’s helpful be-
cause I know that a lot of
students like to have an idea
of what they want to take
and when they want to take
it. T know people will write
everything out, semester by
semester. In this way, every-
thing is in one place. It’s tell-
ing them exactly what they
need.” said Smith.

Fourth-year student
Ryuto Hashimoto agrees
with that statement.

“I tried to look at the
DARS and understand the
total credits that I have, and
that wasn’t sometimes that
is helpful enough. Because I
ended up writing on a piece
of paper to organize things.
And planning ahead was
hard because there is no way
that I can save that some-
where,” said Hashimoto.

Graduation Planner al-
lows students to plan their
classes ahead, save their
plans and create plans for
“what-if” situations. Smith
explains that Graduation
Planner will help students
understand what their plan
is in case of unexpected sit-
uations.

“It’s pretty common for
students to come into col-
lege and think that they
want to study a certain ma-
jor and then maybe change
their mind or maybe they
need to come up with a
backup plan just in case
they don’t get into a certain
major,” Smith stated.

First-year student Aru-
zhan Betigenova has learned
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MSU makes efforts to curb

decline in admission rates
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AJAY KASAUDHAN e The Reporter

The COVID-19 pandemic caused 13% decrease in students attending
MSU. Some of the reasons behind the decline are the rising cost of tui-
tion rates and students choosing to attend two year programs.

By ANDREA
SCHOENECKER
Staff Writer

Since 2018, there has been a
decline in students applying to
college in the United States. For
MSU, in the past § years, there
has only been a 1% decrease
in the overall student body. In-
coming first-year students saw
the biggest decline that it has
had from 2020 to 2021, seeing
a 13% decrease in students.
Director of Admissions Brian
Jones stated that this was a re-
cord low in his career in admis-
sions, but has since recovered.

“From 2020, that was the
single largest decline in one
year’s freshman class in my
entire 21 years in admissions.
But as of Fall 2022, we’re back
up to over 2,300 new first-year
students,” said Jones.

Although the decline state
and nationwide in students
applying for college has been
steady, the pandemic had an
impact on student admissions.
Unlike other schools in the
area, MSU was fortunate to
have only seen a small decline
in numbers comparatively.

“Most schools around us
suffered and had a much small-
er class. So I think we benefited
from students who were going
to have to travel far away, or
g0 to more expensive institu-
tions. Feeling safe, and like
they could afford our institu-
tion and getting started. But in
Fall 2021, there was still a lot
of uncertainty around,” said
Jones. “So I think the public
health reality, and unfortunate-
ly, a lot of politics intervened in
people’s decision making a lot
more than they would in a nor-
mal cycle, at least among new
students.”

Bringing students to cam-
pus is one of the top ways to
bring in admissions alongside
college fairs and high school
visits. During the pandemic,
new and creative ways were
put in place to keep students
interested in MSU.

“We worked with market-
ing to create a video tour walk-
ing around campus as well as
offered some virtual sessions

on how to sign up for housing
and financial aid over Zoom.
Some of those were successful
enough that we continue to
do them post-COVID, even
though we’re all back in per-
son and everything, there’s still
some value in offering those
sessions virtually,” said Jones.

MSU has automatic admis-
sion requirements that range
from GPA, test scores, and a
combination of both. Because
MSU is a public institution, the
selection is not prestigious Stu-
dent acceptance qualifications
are based on historical data of
the campus that help determine
the criteria. As recognized by
Jones, students are more than a
number on a page; if a student
is not admissible out of high
school, there is an opportunity
for them to attend MSU later
in their college career.

“There are a lot more fac-
tors that go into a student’s
education and ability to be suc-
cessful than just a number on
a page. We have a comprehen-
sive review process that allows
us to consider other factors be-
fore we say no to a student,”
stated Jones. “We do recognize
that there are a lot of ways for
students to become prepared
or demonstrate their ability to
be successful.”

An aspect that is import-
ant to note that has led to a
decrease in college admissions
is the increase in cost. Many
states have opted to disinvest
in higher education, which
leads to students paying more
in tuition costs. Programs such
as financial aid and scholar-
ships based on need are avail-
able to students to help combat
the costs.

“Less of a percentage of the
state budget supports public
higher education than there
used to be. That means an in-
stitution like ours costs a lot
more money out of the pockets
of students and families than it
did. As a society, we as a state,
we as communities, need to de-
cide how important having an
educated population is,” said
Jones. “The more we think
about the types of jobs that

RATES on page 3»

MSU alum’s juicy career as co-founder

By JULIA BARTON
Editor in Chief

When Hannah Perez arrived
at Minnesota State, she thought
her path would be to follow in
her family’s footsteps and be-
come a teacher.

But her mind would often
wander to thoughts of starting
her own business one day.

“I always had ideas about
businesses and wanted to start
a business. If the end goal is to
start a business, I asked myself
‘what do I need to sell a prod-
uct?” and marketing is the best
way to learn that,” Perez said.

She chose to follow those
business thoughts.

Today she’s the co-found-
er of SEEQ, a company that
makes a protein supplement
with a juice-like feel which has
gained an impressive following
on TikTok.

Graduating from Minnesota
State in 2019, Perez started her
journey working in multiple
fields of marketing.

She worked full-time after
graduation at Social Butterfly, a
digital media and social media
marketing agency in Minneap-
olis. There she met Ben Zaver,
who was an intern at the time.
After his internship ended, Za-
ver brought in his product of
juice-like protein for his col-
leagues to try.

Shortly after trying the prod-
uct and hearing Zaver’s ideas,
Perez knew this unique product
was something she wanted to
be involved in.

“If T see someone that has
a passion for something and
wants to start anything, I want
to help in any way because I
have different business expe-
riences through IBE and other
college experiences.”

She had a limited role for
Zaver when the company start-
ed in October 2021, but gradu-
ally became more involved and
moved into full-time produc-
tion.

“I love that this brand has
everything that I am already
passionate about. Fitness, sup-
plements and being a part of
a group of go-getters,” Perez

Photo courtesy of Hannah Perez

Hannah Perez (above) is the co-founder of SEEQ, a juice-like protein sup-
plement that was launched in October 2021.

said. “I suggest that everyone
out of college work at a start-
up because you get a say in how
things go.”

Seeing ideas come to life and
gaining experience by wearing
many hats, working in a start-
up environment has its feats.

“If you asked me a year ago,
‘What would you be doing?’
I’d say I don’t know. We didn’t
know the success of the compa-
ny or when we were even going
to pay ourselves,” Perez said.

SEEQ currently has over
30,000 followers on TikTok
and had one of their first videos
go viral.

This gave them the momen-
tum to sell out their first 4,000
units of product about a month
after their first launch.

Mark Cuban, an entrepre-
neur featured on Shark Tank,
tried their product on TikTok
rating the flavor 10 out of 10
which led to an influx of or-
ders. Redirecting Perez’s plans,
she knew she had something
worth working on.

Showing consumers what
goes on behind the scenes of a
company is one of the unique
ways TikTok has helped busi-
nesses go viral.

“Being able to show the
realness behind a company is
the biggest thing business and
brands can do on social me-
dia,” Perez said. “TikTok spe-
cifically gives companies the

opportunity to show the real
people working behind it.”

After selling out for five
months, they quickly out-
grew their basement space
and moved into a warehouse
in April 2022. They launched
three more flavors, the newest
tropical punch.

One of their main goals for
next year is to expand their
team as well as launch another
flavor on the market.

“We want to be the White
Claw of this protein powder,”
Perez said. “Although White
Claw didn’t invent the seltzer,
whenever you think seltzer you
think White Claw, so when you
think of a juice-like protein we
want you to think of SEEQ.”

SEEQ predicts a steady
stream of sales to round off the
year. The company’s goal is to
be at $2.5 million in revenue at
the end of the year; it currently
sits at $2.25 million in revenue.

Perez had a few odd jobs be-
fore finding gold. After switch-
ing majors, Perez got involved
in the United Prairie Bank In-
tegrated Business Experience
program at MSU.

The program allows stu-
dents to come up with a prod-
uct, obtain a loan and then sell
it to consumers in the span of
one semester.

“T recommend anyone to
do IBE,” Perez said. “I learned

SEEQ on page 3»
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how to make quick decisions,
to work with a team and to
not let pride get in the way. We
were all working toward the
same goal and a lot of it was
making decisions for the com-
pany as a whole.”

Her company, MN Com-
fort, sold hand-made wooden
coasters and coffee tumblers.

Prior to being one of the
co-founders of SEEQ, Perez
owned her own marketing
agency and worked directly
with entrepreneurs and found-
ers.

“The biggest thing I realized
is that no one has their stuff to-

Photo courtesy of Hannah Perez

SEEQ has over 30,000 followers on TikTok which allowed them to sell
over 4,000 units of product within a month after their first launch. The
business moved into an official warehouse in April 2022.

gether,” Perez said. “That was
a big wake up call for me bec-
uase you think after you grad-
uate from college everyone has
it figured out. But no, there are
55 year-old businessman that
are still figuring it out.”

No matter how old you are,
in today’s society a simple mes-
sage can go a long way.

“LinkedIn is definitely the
best place to reach out, and the
power of the DM is so under-
rated,” Perez said. “I know so
many people who have gotten
jobs from so many big com-
panies just from sending out a
simple DM.”

<TOYS from page 1

Revere added the impor-
tance of Maverick Athletics
getting involved also comes
from wanting to give back
after receiving support from
sponsorships and donors.

“A lot of people come out
and support us from the com-
munity and I feel that if we’re
being supported all the time,
we should show that support,”
Revere said.

A friendly competition to
see which department can
gather the most toys has result-
ed. Those who drop off toys
can mark their unwrapped
toys with a gold sticker for the
track team while purple stick-
ers represent the DEI office.

Interim Director of African
American and Multicultural
Affairs Balencia Sariah Cros-
by said the DEI office’s goal is
to bring in around 50 to 100
toys. Crosby said the spirit of
competition has been helpful
in building connections with
staff and departments.

“T don’t mind losing the
competition because we are
still building rapport in the
grand scheme of things,” Cros-
by said. “There’s been some
students saying ‘you’re going

down,’ but it’s all in good fun
for a good cause.”

While the budget of a col-
lege student is a bit tighter, Par-
no said it’s easy for students to
swap their morning coffee or a
takeout order for a $5 toy.

“By making that replace-
ment, you feel good knowing
that someone is going to open
that gift and be excited about
it,” Parno said. “I think it’s get-
ting in the mindset that we can
make a sacrifice to make some-
body else happy.”

Crosby said the simple act
of donating a toy or even a
pack of stickers can still make
a difference in a child’s life.

“The children that we are
able to give toys to are going
to make a difference. When we
put all these small differences
together, it changes the world,”
Crosby said.

The drive is looking for
unwrapped toys elementary
school children would like. All
the donations will be given to
Toys for Tots. For those look-
ing to participate in the toy
drive, donation boxes are set
up in Myers Fieldhouse, McEI-
roy’s front desk and the Wom-
en’s Center. The drive runs un-
til Dec. 5.

“4RATES from page 2
are going to be required, and
the types of jobs that are going
to be available for students,
personally, my opinion is that
we need institutions of higher
education, both two-year and
four-year. Someone’s got to pay
for it, so I'm concerned.”

It is also important to rec-
ognize that not all individu-
als want to attend a four-year

university and would be better
suited to a two-year college or
certificate program.

“Tve always believed that
not every student belongs at a
four-year university. The most
important thing is that a stu-
dent is exploring what their
goals are and what their inter-
ests and skills are, and identify
the right preparation for that,”
said Jones.

Student government held a two and a

half hour meeting to wrap up semester

MINNESOTA STATE
UNIVERSITY

DOMINIC BOTHE e The Reporter

Senator Nick Frentz attended the last Student Government meeting of the semester by talking about a potential
tuition freeze. Frentz answered student’s questions about student loans and taxation forgiveness as well.

By CARLY BAHR
Staff Writer

Senator Nick Frentz and
Representative-elect Jeff Brand
visited the 90th Student Gov-
ernment during their final
meeting of the fall semester.

Frentz spoke to the senators
about a possible tuition freeze.
According to him, Minnesota is
not living up to its promise to
cover two-thirds of higher edu-
cation costs. The state’s budget
allocates roughly 40% of these

costs to be covered by the state
leaving students responsible for
the remaining 60%. Accord-
ing to Senate President Emma
Zellmer, the state contribution
is about 33% for Minnesota
State University, Mankato stu-
dents.

“We’re nowhere near that
(two-thirds). The state is break-
ing its promise to you. We pay
about 40-43%. Why, because
that’s just what previous leg-
islators chose to do. We spent
the money on something else or

they reduced taxes for wealthy
people or whoever it is,” Frentz
said. “Higher education fund-
ing is one of the best invest-
ments we can make in the state.
One of the reasons Minnesota
has been successful over the
last hundred years is general-
ly we have invested more in
higher education. It’s just that
we’re breaking our promise to
students now, which is why we
find more students stressed, not
just for tuition reasons, but for

STUGOV on page 10»
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3,4, 5 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Call 507-345-3342 for a tour
Tuesdays & Thursdays between 1:00-3:00 p.m.

INTERNET
INCLUDED
IN RENT!

ONLY $358 EACH ($1790 A MONTH)

ONLY 4 OF YOU? RENT THE 5 BEDROOM FOR |
ONLY $447.50 EACH AND USE THE 5TH BEDROOM
FOR AN OFFICE OR EXTRA LIVING SPACE!

1341 POHL ROAD

507-345-3342

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri., 9am-4pm

Saturday visits by
appointment only!

FAST Application Processing!
Get Started Today! Apply Online!

collegestationapartments.prospectportal.com
n College Station Apartments

www.collegestationmankato.com

LOCATED ON THE
BUS ROUTE

ON-SITE PARKING

LAUNDRY ROOM IN
EACH BUILDING
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Study: U.S. gun death rates
hit highest levels in decades
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BEBETO MATTHEWS e Associated Press

According to a study published by JAMA Network Open on Tuesday,
Nov. 29, the U.S. gun death rate hit its highest mark in nearly three
decades, and the rate among women has been growing faster than men.

By MIKE STOBBE

Associated Press

The U.S. gun death rate
last year hit its highest mark in
nearly three decades, and the
rate among women has been
growing faster than that of
men, according to study pub-
lished Tuesday.

The increase among women
— most dramatically, in Black
women — is playing a tragic
and under-recognized role in a
tally that skews overwhelming-
ly male, the researchers said.

“Women can get lost in the
discussion because so many of
the fatalities are men,” said one
the authors, Dr. Eric Fleegler of
Harvard Medical School.

Among Black women, the
rate of firearm-related homi-
cides more than tripled since
2010, and the rate of gun-relat-
ed suicides more than doubled
since 2015, Fleegler and his
co-authors wrote in the paper
published by JAMA Network
Open.

The research is one of the
most comprehensive analyses
of U.S. gun deaths in years, said
David Hemenway, director of
the Harvard University’s Injury
Control Research Center.

In October, the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion released data on U.S. fire-
arm deaths last year, counting
more than 47,000 — the most
in at least 40 years.

The U.S. population is
growing, but researchers say
the rate of gun deaths has been
getting worse, t0o.

America’s gun-related ho-
micide and suicide rates both
rose 8% last year, each hitting
levels not seen since the early
1990s.

In the new study, the re-
searchers examined trends in
firearm deaths since 1990.
They found gun deaths began
to steadily increase in 2005,
but the rise accelerated recent-
ly, with a 20% jump from
2019 to 2021.

Why did gun deaths rise
so dramatically during the
COVID-19 pandemic? That’s
“a  straightforward question
with probably a complicat-

ed answer that no one really
knows the answer to,” said
Fleegler, an emergency medi-
cine physician at Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Factors could include dis-
ruption of people’s work and
personal lives, higher gun
sales, stress, and mental health
issues, experts said.

The researchers counted
more than 1.1 million gun
deaths over those 32 years —
about the same as the number
of American deaths attributed
to COVID-19 in the last three
years.

About 14% of those killed
by guns were women, but the
rate increase among them is
more pronounced.

There were about 7 gun
deaths per 100,000 women
last year, up from about 4 per
100,000 in 2010 — an in-
crease of 71%. The compara-
ble increase for men was 45%,
the rate rising to about 26 per
100,000 from about 18 per
100,000 in 2010.

For Black women, the fire-
arm suicide rate rose from
about 1.5 per 100,000 in 2015
to about 3 per 100,000 last
year.

Their homicide death rate
last year was more than 18 per
100,000, compared with about
4 per 100,000 for Hispanic
women and 2 per 100,000 for
white women.

The highest homicide gun
death rates continue to be in
young Black men, at 142 per
100,000 for those in their early
20s.

The highest gun suicide
death rates are in white men
in their early 80s, at 45 per
100,000, the researchers said.

In a commentary accompa-
nying the study, three Univer-
sity of Michigan researchers
said the paper confirmed racial
and sexual differences in U.S.
gun deaths and that homicide
deaths are concentrated in cit-
ies and suicides are more com-
mon in rural areas.

“Firearm violence is a wors-
ening problem in the United
States,” and will require a
range of efforts to control, they
wrote.

Deforestation in Brazil hits new high

By FABIANO
MAISONNAVE
Associated Press

Deforestation in the Brazil-
ian Amazon slowed slightly last
year, a year after a 15-year high,
according to closely watched
numbers published Wednes-
day. The data was released by
the National Institute for Space
Research.

The agency’s Prodes moni-
toring system shows the rainfor-
est lost an area roughly the size
of Qatar, some 11,600 square
kilometers (4,500 square miles)
in the 12 months from August
2021 to July 2022.

That is down 11% com-
pared to the previous vyear,
when over 13,000 square ki-
lometers (5,000 square miles)
were destroyed.

For more than a decade it
looked as though things were
getting better for the Brazilian
Amazon. Deforestation had de-
clined dramatically and never
rose back above 10,000 square
kilometers. That was before the
presidency of far-right Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro, beginning
in January 2019.

This will be the last report
published under Bolsonaro, as
he lost his reelection bid and
will leave office Jan. 1. But part
of the destruction that took
place on his watch will not ap-
pear until next year, including
the key months from August to
October of 2022.

A preview of those months
comes from a different federal
satellite system that issues faster
but less accurate data: It shows
deforestation skyrocketed 45%
over the August to October pe-
riod the prior year. Traditional-
ly, that time of year sees peak

EDMAR BARROS e Associated Press

Deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon rainforest slowed slightly last
year, a year after a 15-year high, according to closely watched numbers

published Wednesday, Nov. 30.

destruction, due to the dry sea-
son.

An analysis of the new yearly
data from Climate Observato-
ry, a network of environmental
groups, shows that in the four
years of Bolsonaro’s leadership,
deforestation rose 60% over
the previous four years. That is
the largest percentage rise un-
der a presidency since satellite
monitoring began in 1998.

In one state, Para, a fierce
rate of destruction went down
by 21% yet it was still the cen-
ter of one-third of all Brazil’s
Amazon forest loss. Part of the
tree cutting and burning hap-
pens in areas that are ostensi-
bly protected. One such area
is Paru State Forest, where the
nonprofit Amazon Institute of
People and the Environment
registered 2 square kilometers
(0.7 square miles) of deforesta-
tion in just October.

“In recent years, deforesta-
tion has reached protected

areas where previously there
was almost no destruction,”
Jacqueline Pereira, a research-
er with the Amazon Institute,
told The Associated Press. “In
Paru’s region, the destruction is
driven by lease of land for soy-
bean crops and cattle.”

Another critical area is the
southern part of the state of
Amazonas, the only state that
increased deforestation in the
most recent data, by 13%
compared to the year before.
It’s largely attributable to Bol-
sonaro’s push to pave about
400 kilometers (250 miles) of
the only road that connects
Manaus, home to 2.2 million
people, with Brazil’s larger ur-
ban centers further south. Most
Amazon deforestation occurs
alongside roads where access is
easier and land value is higher.

Researchers and environ-
mentalists have blamed Bolson-
aro’s policies for the surge in
deforestation.
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Prince Willilam focuses U.S. trip on climate

By DANIC KIRKA
Associated Press

Prince William and the Prin-
cess of Wales will be looking to
focus attention on their Earth-
shot Prize for environmental in-
novators when they make their
first visit to the United States
in eight years this week, a trip
clouded by tensions with Wil-
liam’s brother, Prince Harry,
and his wife, Meghan, who have
criticized Britain’s royal family
in the American media.

William and his wife, Cath-
erine, will travel to Boston on
Wednesday for three days of
public engagements before an-
nouncing the prize winners on
Friday in a ceremony headlined
by pop star Billie Eilish.

Boston, birthplace of John
E Kennedy, was chosen to host
the second annual prize ceremo-
ny because the late president’s
1962 “moonshot” speech —
setting the challenge for Ameri-
cans to reach the moon by the
end of the decade — inspired the
prince and his partners to set a
similar goal for finding solutions
to climate change and other en-
vironmental problems by 2030.
The first Earthshot Prizes were
awarded last year in London
just before the UK. hosted the
COP26 climate conference.

But as much as the royals
try to focus on the prize, Wil-

liam is likely to face questions
about Harry and Meghan, who
have criticized the royal family
for racism and insensitive treat-
ment in interviews with Oprah
Winfrey and other U.S. media.
The Netflix series “The Crown”
has also resurrected some of

DANNY LAWSON e Pool photo via AP

Britain’s Prince William and Kate, Duchess of Cambridge visit the Church on the Street in Burnley, England, Jan.
20, 2022. Prince William and the Princess of Wales will make their first trip to the U.S. in eight years this week.

the more troubled times of the
House of Windsor just as the
royal family tries to show that
it remains relevant in modern,
multicultural Britain following
the death of Queen Elizabeth II.

“You could say that the roy-
al family, particularly as far as

America is concerned, have had
a bit of a bumpy ride of late,”
said Joe Little, the managing
editor of Majesty Magazine.
“They’ve come in for huge
amounts of criticism on the back
of ‘The Crown’ and also the
Oprah Winfrey interview, which

has not particularly reflected
well on the House of Windsor,
so I think it’s a good opportuni-
ty whilst they’re in the U.S. ... to
sort of redress the balance if at
all possible.”

Whatever those efforts are,
they will take place in and
around Boston, where William
and Kate will remain for their
entire Visit.

The royal couple will keep
the focus on environmental is-
sues, meeting with local orga-
nizations responding to rising
sea levels in Boston and visiting
Greentown Labs in Somerville,
Massachusetts, an incubator
hub where local entrepreneurs
are working on projects to com-
bat climate change.

But they will also address
broader issues, using their star
power to highlight the work of
Roca Inc., which tries to im-
prove the lives of young people
by addressing issues such as rac-
ism, poverty and incarceration.
They will also visit Harvard
University’s Center on the De-
veloping Child, a leader on re-
search into the long-term impact
of early childhood experiences.

William and Kate will also
meet with Boston Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu and visit the John E
Kennedy Memorial Library and
Museum with the late presi-
dent’s daughter, Caroline Ken-
nedy.
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Apple Music reveals top music
in 2022 and listener charts

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Kid Laroi appears at the 64th Annual Grammy Awards in Las Ve-
gas in 2022, left, and Justin Bieber appears at The Met Gala in 2021.
Stay,” the smash hit topped Apple Music’s global song chart in 2022.

By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

“Stay,” the smash hit by
The Kid Laroi and Justin Bie-
ber topped Apple Music’s
global song chart in 2022 as
the giant music streamer re-
leased its end-of-year lists and
provided listeners with data
on their own most listened-to
tunes.

“Stay,” which stayed atop
the Billboard Hot 100 for sev-
en weeks this summer, was No.
1 on Apple Music’s top 100
global songs chart, staying on
top for 51 days straight. Elton
John and Dua Lipa’s “Cold
Heart (PNAU Remix)” was

No. 1 on the streamer’s Shaz-
am chart and “We Don’t Talk
About Bruno” from the mov-
ie musical “Encanto” was the
song with the most-read lyrics
in 2022 on the platform.

Joining “Stay” at the very
top of the global songs list were
“As It Was” by Harry Styles,
“Wait For U” by Future fea-
turing Drake and Tems, “Su-
per Gremlin” by Kodak Black,
“Easy on Me” by Adele, and
“Heat Wave” by Glass Ani-
mals. Hip-hop continued to
lead the different genres on the
global top 100 with 32 songs,
followed by pop with 23 songs
and R&B/soul in third place
with 11 songs.

<BAND from page 1
one of the 42 students traveling
to Rome.

“Im really into history, so
P'm excited to see Pompeii and
all those historical sites because
they have a lot of meaning, and
some of those buildings are
crazy old, not like anything we
have here,” Seegar said.

Many members, like junior
Emily Aldrich, are looking
forward to the opportunity to
play without the stressors that
come with the academic semes-
ter.

“Because we’ll be on break,
it’ll be a nice time to just do
band and be able to play trom-
bone in a place I’ve never been
before and perform for peo-
ple,” Aldrich said.

While some students have
never traveled overseas, soph-
omore Max Shannon traveled
internationally with his high
school band and testified that
experiences abroad are better
with a band.

“Traveling abroad with a
band is like traveling abroad
with fifty of your closest
friends. It’s way more fun since
you know your entire group,”
Shannon said.

Thursby hopes that stu-
dents will learn from being sur-
rounded by history.

“It puts things in a different
perspective for you. Specifical-
ly, for us as an athletic band,
going to see the coliseum, one

of the oldest stadiums in the
world, isa type of experience
that is hard to put into words,”
said Thursby.

The band will perform fa-
miliar tunes for spectators
during the parade on New
Year’s Day.

“The majority of the mu-
sic is normal, go-to pep band
tunes. We’ll play the MSU
rouser to represent our univer-
sity internationally as best we
can,” Thursby said.

Since the Mav Machine is
an athletic band, their style is
unlike marching bands in Eu-
rope.

“We’re going to be very dif-
ferent from any other group
that’s there. We are the Mav-
erick Machine. We are our
own energy, our own vibe, and
being able to share that with
them in Rome I think is going
to be really fun,” Thursby said.

Now that the band is fast
approaching its 10th anniver-
sary, Thursby hopes to secure
more experiences like this for
the program in the future.

“Ididn’t do it when I was an
undergraduate. I had opportu-
nities to travel internationally
and I didn’t take them. I want
to make sure that I give those
opportunities to our students
as much as I possibly can,”
Thursby said.

The Mav Machine will fly
out Dec. 27 and will return
Jan. 3.

San Francisco Police to use robots

By JANIE HAR

Associated Press

Supervisors in San Francis-
co voted Tuesday to give city
police the ability to use poten-
tially lethal, remote-controlled
robots in emergency situations
-- following an emotionally
charged debate that reflected
divisions on the politically lib-
eral board over support for law
enforcement.

The vote was 8-3, with the
majority agreeing to grant po-
lice the option despite strong
objections from civil liberties
and other police oversight
groups. Opponents said the au-
thority would lead to the further
militarization of a police force
already too aggressive with
poor and minority communi-
ties. Supervisor Connie Chan, a
member of the committee that
forwarded the proposal to the
full board, said she understood
concerns over use of force but
that “according to state law, we
are required to approve the use
of these equipments. So here we
are, and it’s definitely not a easy
discussion.”

The San Francisco Police
Department said it does not
have pre-armed robots and has
no plans to arm robots with
guns. But the department could
deploy robots equipped with
explosive charges “to contact,
incapacitate, or disorient vio-
lent, armed, or dangerous sus-
pect” when lives are at stake,
SFPD  spokesperson  Allison
Maxie said in a statement.

“Robots equipped in this
manner would only be used in
extreme circumstances to save
or prevent further loss of inno-
cent lives,” she said.

ERIC RISBERG e Associated Press

The Democratic San Francisco Board of Supervisors could allow police
to use potentially lethal, remote-controlled robots in emergency situa-
tions. The 11-member board will vote Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2022.

Supervisors amended the
proposal Tuesday to specify
that officers could use robots
only after using alternative force
or de-escalation tactics, or con-
cluding they would not be able
to subdue the suspect through
those alternative means. Only a
limited number of high-ranking
officers could authorize use of
robots as a deadly force option.

San Francisco police cur-
rently have a dozen functioning
ground robots used to assess
bombs or provide eyes in low
visibility situations, the depart-
ment says. They were acquired
between 2010 and 2017, and
not once have they been used
to deliver an explosive device,
police officials said. But explicit
authorization was required af-
ter a new California law went
into effect this year requiring
police and sheriffs departments
to inventory military-grade
equipment and seek approval

for their use.

The state law was authored
last year by San Francisco City
Attorney David Chiu while he
was an assembly member. It
is aimed at giving the public a
forum and voice in the acquisi-
tion and use of military-grade
weapons that have a negative
effect on communities, accord-
ing to the legislation.

A federal program has long
dispensed grenade launchers,
camouflage uniforms, bayo-
nets, armored vehicles and oth-
er surplus military equipment
to help local law enforcement.

In 2017, then-President
Donald Trump signed an order
reviving the Pentagon program
after his predecessor, Barack
Obama, curtailed it in 2015,
triggered in part by outrage
over the use of military gear
during protests in Ferguson,
Missouri, after the shooting
death of Michael Brown.
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Higher food prices worsen the hunger crisis

By ASHRAF KHALIL
Associated Press

Staffers at Bread for the City,
a venerable charity in the na-
tion’s capital, thought they were
prepared for this year’s annu-
al pre-Thanksgiving Holiday
Helpers food giveaway.

The pandemic had faded,
but inflation was high, so they
budgeted to give out 12,000
meals, 20% higher than normal
pre-pandemic levels.

But they were quickly over-
whelmed, with long lines of cli-
ents waiting hours to receive a
free turkey and a $50 debit card
for groceries. They were forced
to shut down three days early af-
ter helping 16,000 people, many
more than anticipated.

“We don’t want to retrauma-
tize our community by having
them wait outside four hours for
a turkey,” said Ashley Domm,
the charity’s chief development
officer. “We are not set up to
have hundreds of people lined
up on a city street.”

Bread for the City’s experi-
ence reflects a larger dynamic
playing out across the country.
What many Americans hoped
would be the first normal holi-
day season in three years has in-
stead been thrown into a height-
ened hunger crisis once again,
with Christmas on the horizon.

A September report by the
Urban Institute estimated that
about 1 in 5 adults experienced
household food insecurity last
summer, about the same as
during the first year of the pan-
demic but a sharp increase from
the spring of 2021. Black and
Hispanic adults reported high-
er rates of food insecurity than

4

JACQUELYN MARTIN e Associated Press
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Ricardo Barrett, of Washington, accepts a turkey from church volunteer Rita James, left, during an annual
Thanksgiving food giveaway at The Redeemed Christian Church of God New Wine Assembly in Washington.

their white counterparts, ac-
cording to the report.

“In the pandemic, nobody
had jobs and nobody had mon-
ey,” said Nancy Murphy, a 45-
year old caregiver picking up a
frozen turkey and groceries last
week from a giveaway at the
Redeemed Christian  Church
of God New Wine Assembly
church in northeast Washing-
ton. “Now they’re back at their
jobs but the money isn’t going
far enough. It’s still hard.”

The government estimates
food prices will be up 9.5%
to 10.5% this year. And that’s

squeezing the budgets of many
Americans and the food banks
that have helped them, espe-
cially with the expiration of the
massive flow of pandemic relief
aid.

“ Inflation has been the sto-
ry of the year,” said Michael
Altfest, director of communi-
ty engagement at the Alameda
County Food Bank in Oakland,
California.

Altfest said the level of com-
munity need remains 50% to
70% higher than pre-pandemic
levels, and about 30% of calls to
the food bank’s emergency help-
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line are from first-time callers.

In multiple cases, charities
and food banks had prepared
for increased numbers due to
inflation, only to find the level
of need had far exceeded their
projections.

The Capital Area Food
Bank in Washington originally
projected it would need to dis-
tribute about 43 million meals
during the July 2022-June 2023
budget year. Now four months
into that fiscal year, it already is
22% ahead of those predictions.

“That was an educated pre-

diction with a good four or five
months of information,” said
the food bank’s CEO, Radha
Muthiah. “We are always think-
ing about Thanksgiving and
Christmas right when every-
body’s heading to the beach in
summer.”

In Illinois, Jim Conwell of
the Greater Chicago Food bank
says the need remains elevated.
“So we’re purchasing more and
we’re spending more on what
we do purchase,” he said.

His organization’s network
served about 30% more house-
holds in August 2022, compared
to the previous August.

“Families that were just get-
ting their feet back underneath
them are experiencing a whole
new challenge or even if they
have employment, or have sev-
eral jobs or sources of income,
it’s just not going as far as it was
two years ago,” he said.

Higher prices are forcing
people to make “sacrifices on
their food,” Altfest said.

For example, he said, the
price of chicken has more than
doubled — from 78 cents per
pound last year to $1.64 per
pound this year.

Estimates from the Farm Bu-
reau set the cost of turkey as 21
percent higher than last year.

And  market  researcher
Datasembly estimates that a
16-ounce box of stuffing costs
14% more than last year, while
a 5-pound bag of Russet pota-
toes averages 45.5% more.

Mike Manning, president of
the Greater Baton Rouge Food
Bank in Louisiana, draws a dis-
tinction between the increased
hunger levels sparked by the
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Grades don’t
define you

Finals season is officially underway, and with it comes an on-
slaught of negative feelings and emotions. Late nights, early morn-
ings and cramming can leave a student feeling overwhelmed.

Good grades are undoubtedly a matter of high importance for us
as college students. And for good reason, of course.

High marks in a class can lead to good job opportunities down
the road, letters of recommendation from faculty or invitations to
honors societies that can serve as a sick flex on a resumé.

However, we should take the importance of a letter on a tran-
script with a grain of salt. As students, we should realize that good
grades aren’t everything.

Some faculty grade harshly. Some center 50% of the student’s
grade around one singular final essay or exam. Some spring pop
quizzes onto sleepy-eyed students in the early hours of the morning,
expecting them to ace it without a sweat.

That’s not to say a student’s work shouldn’t be analyzed, or that
assigning a student work to further their understanding is an evil,
mean spirited thing.

But at the end of the day, the reason we as students attend school
is to learn everything there is to know about our respective majors,
to prepare us for our futures as efficiently and sufficiently as possible.

A deep, profound understanding of a course matters more than a
grade. A student could receive an A+ as their final grade in a class but
not remember anything, since they looked up all the answers online.
In that same vein, a student could receive a C as their final grade, but
leave the semester with a brand new understanding of the topic they
were studying.

Contrary to cheating their way up the ladder, the “C” student
suffered failures and underwent many trials and many errors before
eventually learning.

As students, an educational key point that we should all learn and
remember is that failure can be a good thing.

There is no succeeding without first failing. By falling down and
getting back up over and over, we learn what does and doesn’t work.
We identify the problem and troubleshoot solutions until we reach a
successful conclusion at our own respective pace.

The road to success is not a linear, straightforward one, either.
Rather, the road is windy and curvy, in desperate need of a snow
plow, and has lots of road bumps and potholes.

Messing up is part of the process. If you don’t make mistakes, you
don’t grow and learn from them.

Perspectives

Letter to the Editor: Gratitude for
Scholars Serving Time

Photo courtesy of Nastassia Frees

These MSU students are part of the Scholars Serving Time program administered by Dr. Vicki Hunter.
They live at the Federal Correctional Institute in Waseca. This semester the students are taking courses
in English, Spanish, and Gender and Women’s Studies. Pictured from left to right, first row: April Bell,
Leshay Rhoton, Paige Thurman, Amanda Gregg, Amelia Lesemann. Second row, left to right: Aman-
da Ferguson, Safara Shortman, Valerie Kupka, Channing Lacey, Rainbow Stoneman, Nastassia Frees,
Sybil Rogers. Service dogs in training, left to right: Natty, Bell, Oaklee. Students not pictured: Monica
Williams and Kelle Lehman.

Dear editor:

My name is Channing. I'm currently a student at MSU. My situation is very different from
most MSU students. 'm serving time at Waseca federal prison on drug-related charges. My
drug addiction prior to prison was severe. So honestly prison is the reason I'm alive today.

Then I got into the Scholars Serving Time program and have been in it for two years now.

This program has given me something to strive towards; prison tends to strip you of ev-
erything if you allow it. The MSU program gave me hope and it gave me confidence. I know
when I walk out these gates ’'m going to continue my education, getting my BA in kinesiology.

MSU has given me a path and a purpose. It’s shown me I'm capable of more than I ever
thought possible. If this program was offered to more people in my position, rehabilitation

might become a real possibility, not just a made-up idea.

I want to personally thank all the professors who took the time to come into the prison. All
of you made me feel like a human being again. I will always remember every single one of you,
and I will be thankful to you everyday.

Channing Lacey

Pulse
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AG: Penalize doctor who spoke
of Ohio 10-year-old’s abortion

h

JENNA WATSON e Associated Press

Dr. Caitlin Bernard, a reproductive healthcare provider, speaks duting an abortion rights rally at the Indiana
Statehouse in Indianapolis. Bernard has spoken publicly about providing an abortion to a 10-year-old.

By TOM DAVIES and
ARLEIGH RODGERS

Associated Press

Indiana’s Republican at-
torney general on Wednesday
asked the state medical licens-
ing board to discipline an India-
napolis doctor who has spoken
publicly about providing an
abortion to a 10-year-old rape
victim who traveled from Ohio
after its more-restrictive abor-
tion law took effect.

The complaint alleges Dr.
Caitlin Bernard violated state
law by not reporting the girl’s
child abuse to Indiana author-
ities and violated patient priva-
cy laws by telling a newspaper
reporter about the girl’s treat-
ment.

That account sparked a na-
tional political uproar in the
weeks after the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned Roe v. Wade
in June, with some news out-
lets and Republican politicians
falsely suggesting Bernard fab-
ricated the story and President
Joe Biden nearly shouting his
outrage over the case during a
White House event.

Bernard and her lawyers
maintain the girl’s abuse had
already been reported to Ohio
police and child protective ser-
vices officials before the doctor
ever saw the child.

A 27-year-old man has been
charged in Columbus, Ohio,
with raping the girl.

Bernard’s lawyers argue In-
diana Attorney General Todd
Rokita, who is stridently an-
ti-abortion, has been spreading
false or misleading information
about the doctor with his inves-
tigation allegations for several
months.

The attorney general’s com-
plaint asked the licensing board
to impose “appropriate dis-
ciplinary action” but doesn’t
specify a requested penalty.

State licensing boards ensure
physicians have the appropri-
ate training and education to
practice in the state and can
suspend, revoke or place on
probation a doctor’s license.

“Dr. Bernard violated the
law, her patient’s trust, and
the standards for the medical
profession when she disclosed
her patient’s abuse, medical
issues, and medical treatment
to a reporter at an abortion
rights rally to further her polit-
ical agenda,” the office said in
a statement. “Simply conceal-
ing the patient’s name falls far
short of her legal and ethical
duties here.”

White House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre on Tuesday
condemned the Rokita’s re-
quest.

“This is not about the con-
cerns of the victim,” she said.
“This is not about the victim at
all. This is an elected official go-
ing after a doctor for helping a
child who was raped and seek-
ing health care.”

The attorney general’s office
filed the action as an Indianap-
olis judge considers whether
to block the attorney general’s
office from trying to obtain pa-
tient medical records for its in-
vestigation.

The attorney general’s office
filed the action as an Indianap-
olis judge considers whether
to block the attorney general’s
office from trying to obtain pa-
tient medical records for its in-
vestigation. The judge’s ruling
is expected later this week.

Kathleen DeLaney, a lawyer
for Bernard, pointed to testi-
mony from that investigation,
including from Bernard, who
on Nov. 21 testified that both
child abuse authorities and
law enforcement in Ohio were
involved in the case before the
child came to Indiana for treat-

ment.

Marion County Deputy
Prosecutor Katharine Melnick
also testified that day and said
child abuse would be report-
ed by hospital social workers,
not doctors, and such reports
would be referred to law en-
forcement where the crime oc-
curred.

“Though I am disappoint-
ed he has put my client in this
position, we are not surprised
given Mr. Rokita’s consistent
efforts to use his office to seek
to punish those with whom he
disagrees at the expense of Indi-
ana taxpayers,” Delaney said
in a statement Wednesday.

Bernard treated the girl in
Indianapolis in late June, as
she said doctors determined
the girl was unable to have an
abortion in neighboring Ohio.
That’s because Ohio’s “fetal
heartbeat” law took effect with
the Supreme Court’s June 24
decision.

Such laws ban abortions
from the time cardiac activity
can be detected in an embryo,
which is typically around the
sixth week of pregnancy, before
many realize they are pregnant.

Deputy Attorney Gener-
al Caryn Nieman-Szyper said
during a court hearing last
week that Bernard wouldn’t be
under investigation if she had
not disclosed the girl’s rape to
a reporter to advance her own
advocacy of abortion rights.

Nieman-Szyper said Ber-
nard had not shown she had
permission from the girl’s fam-
ily to discuss her care in public,
exposing the child to national
attention.

Bernard testified that she
spoke with an Indianapolis
Star reporter about the girl’s
impending abortion at an event
protesting the Supreme Court’s
abortion decision.

Letter to the Editor:
Gratitude for Scholars
Serving Time

Dear editor:

Pve been very fortunate
to have been selected to be
in the Scholars Serving Time
program. Because of this pro-
gram Pve changed my life in
all aspects. I am a 41-year-old
Native American from Rose-
bud, S.D. I have made a lot
of mistakes in my life and I’ve
learned some hard lessons.

The first time I went to pris-
on was in 2011 and have been
in and out since. Before this
program I carried a lot of an-
ger, guilt and regret. I lived my

life like T had nothing to lose.
Since giving my all and my best
to the SST program, [ am living
my life like I have something to
lose, taking nothing for grant-
ed. This program has taught
me to believe in myself.

After T finish my associate’s
degree I plan to further my ed-
ucation with my bachelor’s de-
gree. I won’t be a statistic of re-
cidivism any more. Thank you
Minnesota State University,
Mankato, for saving my life.

Humbly,

Rainbow Stoneman

<«HUNGER from page 7

pandemic and the current cri-
sis. During the pandemic, mil-
lions of people’s jobs and in-
comes essentially disappeared,
creating an immediate wave of
need that he compared to the
aftermath of a hurricane.

But the current crisis has
been a slow and steady rise,
starting in late February and
still climbing. Manning said his
food bank has seen a 10% to
15% rise in local food insecuri-
ty in just the past two months.

“You’re talking to people
who are on lower incomes
and they’re working multiple
jobs — just think of the cost
of them to get from one job to
the other with the gas eating
up whatever extra they’re try-
ing to make,” he said. “What

are they going to do? Do they
give up gas so they can’t get
to work or sacrifice on food
and come back and ask us for
help?”

And with no clear signs on
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when the long-term inflation
wave might ease, “This almost
feels like more of a marathon
with no finish line in sight,”
said Conwell of the Chicago
food bank.

Domm recalls the lines at
Bread for the City that “just
stayed overwhelmingly long,”
for weeks.

The fact that clients were
willing to stand outside for
hours for a turkey and a deb-
it card speaks to “the intensi-
ty and depth of the need,” she
said.

Domm also believes there’s
a psychological element at play
as well; after two consecutive
holiday seasons warped by the
pandemic, families are intense-
ly eager to have something
closer to normal.

“People have avoided their
families for the last two years.
So this year, there’s more pres-
sure to really get groceries and
have a group meal,” she said.

CLOSET
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about this tool recently. She
believes that the ability to cre-
ate backup plans is helpful in
her situation.

“I did my plans manual-
ly, so it took much more time
than it should have and I'm
still fluctuating between mi-
nors and their classes, so I need
more backup plans,” said Be-
tigenova.

Mariana  Dermenji, a
fourth-year student, wished
that she could have used this
tool during her academic jour-
ney.
“I believe that a graduation
planner is a very useful tool.
And T wish it existed back in
my sophomore year, because
the lack of a graduation plan-
ner and the ability to fill out
the spreadsheet didn’t prevent
me from taking classes that I
didn’t even need,” said Der-
menji.

According to Smith, Gradu-
ation Planner not only allows
students to plan their classes,
but is good to explore other
majors as well.

“It’s a good way to explore

other majors. Students can
look at classes that they have
already taken and compare
them to requirements for an-
other major,” said Smith.

Besides all of the features
that this tool already has, it is
planned to develop the Grad-
uation Planner with slight ad-
justments for the future. Smith
said that she collects students’
feedback for future improve-
ments.

“Right now we’re taking
information from people that
are using it across the Minn-
State system. Product owners
will make adjustments like
with any other program. Since
it’s new, we don’t know what
could change but it’s possible
that there will be changes,”
Smith said.

Nevertheless, the tool is al-
ready available for students
to use. They can start to plan
classes using Graduation Plan-
ner. Smith said that she is hold-
ing office hours to help students
learn how to use Graduation
Planner for their benefit. For
more information email lind-
say.smith@mnsu.edu.

«STUGOV from page 3
basic needs reasons.”

Both Frentz and Brand
were questioned about their
stance on student loan for-
giveness taxation. Under the
Biden-Harris Administration’s
Student Debt Relief Plan Pres-
ident Joe Biden made an ex-
ecutive order to forgive up to
$20,000 in individual student
loan debt, which was struck
down by a federal judge in
Texas. Minnesota has a “basic
accounting rule,” according to
Frentz, that requires forgiven
debt to be taxed as income.
Should the Supreme Court rule
in Biden’s favor of the debt
relief, any amount of student
loan forgiveness students and
past students qualify for will
be taxed.

Brand said, “That’s a tax
conformity issue. That’s a con-
versation we need to have in
Minnesota,” and he hopes to
return to the tax committee
when the legislative session
resumes and he supports elim-
inating taxes on student loan
forgiveness, as he foresees this
coming into question in the
next session.

Frentz said he is “neutral on
forgiveness” but would rather
see tuition decreased, so stu-
dents do not need to borrow
large amounts of money. This
would be the case if the state’s
budget allocated more money
for higher education to reach
the “promised” 60% coverage.

Brand also spoke on the is-
sue, and called attention to the
state’s $9-12 billion surplus as
a possible source for higher
education funds and a viable
tuition freeze.

“But, we also have some
really big challenges. We have
housing challenges that we
have to address. We have some
tax fairness issues that we have
to address. Our healthcare sys-
tem is sick and our students
at the E-12 level dont have
the fully-funded education

that I think we owe it to our
students to provide. So, there
are a lot of challenges, but we
have resources to do a lot of
those good things right now.
I would characterize that (tui-
tion freeze) within that catego-
ry of things that we can accom-
plish,” Brand said.

The senate passed a motion
to increase stipends for grad-
uate assistants; motioned by
Zellmer and seconded by Sena-
tor Bruce Wenzel.

The motion calls for sti-
pends to be increased from
$10,000 yearly to $18,000,
as graduate assistants “have
not seen an increase in many
years,” according to the reso-
lution.

Senator Douglas Roberts
(who wuses they/them pro-
nouns) has been vocal about
this issue, since they passed
a similar motion last spring.
Senator Darlington Sehgbean
said it is “frustrating” to con-
tinuously pass resolutions to
increase graduate assistant pay
with no changes made by ad-
ministration.

“This is something the sen-
ate has passed before, and it
is somehow frustrating that
we have to keep passing reso-
lutions about something that
means a lot to students and
that senators have voted on. I
really support this resolution
and I hope we will not pass
another resolution again,” Se-
hgbean said.

The resolution passed unan-
imously and awaits further ac-
tion by administration.

The meeting also included
presentations from Resident
Hall Association President Si-
erra Roiger about the 2023-
2024 proposed room and meal
plan rates, a new RSO called
Mental Health Mankato and
a sociology student led Basic
Needs Research Group who
presented their research on the
link between transportation
access and food insecurity.

Social media makes Jada Wil-
liams a face of high school NIL

.

”
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GREGORY BULL e Associated Press

La Jolla Country Day high school point guard Jada Williams, center, drives to the basket during a basketball
game. Williams’ videos of crazy basketball shots first got her noticed on social media and brand deals.

By BERNIE WILSON

Associated Press

It’s the middle of the after-
noon and Jada Williams begins
a live stream on Instagram. In a
heartbeat, more than 1,000 of
her 671,000 followers join the
broadcast and begin typing in
questions and comments.

Williams does her best to
follow along as the comments
and questions scroll past. She
laughs and interacts with fans,
whether the topic is her basket-
ball career or what shoes and
clothes she should wear on an
upcoming trip.

If there’s a face of the bold
new frontier of name, image
and likeness (NIL) at the high
school level, it might as well be
the 17-year-old Williams, who
is a senior point guard at San
Diego’s La Jolla Country Day.
Engaging and charismatic, she
constantly updates her feed
with photos and videos from

her 6 a.m. basketball work-
outs, anything to do with her
high school team and women’s
hoops and her flair for fashion.

Social media is a big part of
NIL, which allows athletes to
get paid without jeopardizing
their eligibility. There are cer-
tainly bigger names in the prep
ranks, like Bronny James, the
son of LeBron James, and Arch
Manning, the third generation
of the first family of quarter-
backs.

James has more than 10 mil-
lion followers on social media
and Mikey Williams of San
Diego’s San Ysidro High and
a Memphis commit has more
than § million.

Jada Williams has been a
fixture on social media since
she was 11 and stands out be-
cause of her flair for engage-
ment. With the advent of NIL,
she has parlayed her basketball
skills and social media presence
into six major endorsement

deals that bring in a total of
six figures a year. Among them
are Spalding, Gym Shark and
Move Insoles, which was co-
founded by NBA star Damian
Lillard.

She moved with her moth-
er, Jill McIntyre, and an older
sister from a Kansas City sub-
urb to enroll at the same high
school that counts WNBA star
Kelsey Plum among its alums,
and take advantage of Califor-
nia being the first state to allow
high school NIL.

Williams® videos of crazy
basketball shots first got her
noticed on social media and
ultimately led to endorsement
deals.

“As a young kid everyone
just expected the boys to do all
the crazy stuff,” Williams said.
“T was doing 360 layups and
between-the-legs layups and
people haven’t seen that from
a girl. It made a lot of people
realize, ‘Oh my.’
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Trump’s dinner disaster sparks new campaign rules

By JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

Donald Trump is betting he
can win his way back to the
White House by reviving the
outsider appeal that fueled his
success in 2016.

But his dinner with a Holo-
caust-denying white nationalist
and a rapper who has spewed
antisemitic ~ conspiracies  is
demonstrating the risks of that
approach. It underscores the
dangers of his limited campaign
operation and leaves the former
president subject to stinging crit-
icism from fellow Republicans
who increasingly see him as a
liability for their party after a
lackluster showing in this year’s
midterm elections.

In an acknowledgment of
the severity of the backlash and
an effort to prevent a repeat,
Trump’s campaign is putting
new protocols in place to ensure
that those who meet with him
are approved and fully vetted,
according to people familiar
with the plans who requested
anonymity to share internal
strategy.

The changes will include ex-
pediting a system, borrowed
from Trump’s White House, in
which a senior campaign official
will be present with him at all
times, according to one of the
people.

The decision follows the
anger and handwringing from
people close to Trump over how
the former president became
embroiled in scandal just two
weeks after launching his third
campaign for the White House
under the cloud of numerous in-
vestigations.

And it highlights their con-
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cerns about Trump’s vulnerabil-
ity as GOP strategists and offi-
cials increasingly conclude that
new leadership is the party’s
best hope for winning in future
elections.

“Republicans, we’re looking
to 2024 and we’re looking for a
winner,” said New Hampshire
Gov. Chris Sununu, who blasted
Trump’s dinner as “absolutely
reprehensible.”

“I think it makes him even
less electable in November of
2024,” he said.

Trump has repeatedly said
he did not know until after the
fact that he had had dinner with

ANDREW HARNIK e Associated Press

Former President Donald Trump had dinner Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022, at his Mar-a-Lago club with the rapper
formerly known as Kanye West, who is now known as Ye, as well as Nick Fuentes, a far-right activist.

Nick Fuentes, the far-right ac-
tivist who has used his online
platform to spew antisemitic
and white nationalist rhetoric.
Fuentes arrived by car with Ye,
the rapper formerly known as
Kanye West, and was waved
into the club by security, even
though only Ye had been on the
security list, according to one of
the people present and others
briefed on the events. (Fuentes
apparently did not show his ID
and the car’s driver, a frequent
guest at the club, got in using a
credit card after misplacing her
license.)

Some

aides had advised

Trump against meeting with
Ye, who has made his own an-
tisemitic comments. But the two
have a longstanding relationship
and Trump rebuffed the advice.

They were supposed to meet
one-on-one in the club’s library,
but Trump, eager to show off his
celebrity guest to his paying club
members, decided to divert the
group to the club’s main patio
dining area. Fuentes joined the
dinner at Ye’s invitation.

Trump is no stranger to con-
troversies of his own creation.
His 2016 campaign was fueled
by an endless cycle of outrage.
Trump would make an inflam-

matory statement, calling for
Muslims to be banned from
entering the country, saying
John McCain was “ not a war
hero” because he was captured
in Vietnam, or asserting an In-
diana-born federal judge had
an absolute conflict ” on a case
because of his “Mexican heri-
tage.”

Those comments would spur
days of media coverage as critics
responded with outrage, keep-
ing Trump in the news.

But the political landscape
is fundamentally different now.
Trump is no longer a political
outsider or newcomer. He’s a
member of a most elite circle
— the former presidents club
— and a seasoned politician
mounting what is now his third
campaign for the office.

And after nearly eight years
of his dominating the news cy-
cle, many in his party and the
voting public are tired of the
constant drama and chaos.

“If you have people who are
constantly creating distractions
and taking you off message and
forcing people to answer ques-
tions like the ones that you’re
asking, that’s not a good thing,”
South Dakota Sen. John Thune,
the No. 2 Senate Republican,
told reporters on Capitol Hill on
Tuesday.

And While Trump has ad-
vised aides that he wants to try
to recapture the energy of his
first campaign, when he was
the anti-establishment outsider
fighting better-financed and or-
ganized rivals, the Mar-a-Lago
episode revealed the limits of his
threadbare operation, which has
yet to hold a single public event
since Trump’s announcement
two weeks ago.

NOW HIRING IN THE
NURSING DEPARTMENT!

Now Hiring Full-Time and Part-Time
Nurses & Nursmg Assistants

Apply online at: www.mapletoncommunityhome.com
or call Rachel at 507-524-3315 for more information

« Shifts include every other
weekend & holidays.

» Competitive wages

» Benefits

» Opportunity to work with
exceptional teammates
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and afternoon snack.
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Little Stars

early learning center, LLC

NOW HIRING!

% ASSISTANT TEACHERS NEEDED: %
Various shifts, Monday - Friday. Assistant teachers must have
2 years post-secondary education and at least 1,080 hours of

experience with children -OR- High School Degree and at
least 2,080 hours of experience.

% PART-TIME AIDES NEEDED: %
Full-time hours available, 7:00am-6:00pm with ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. Aides do not require post-secondary education or

experience.

% FULL-TIME KITCHEN STAFF NEEDED: %
e Preparation, distribution and clean-up of breakfast, lunch

¢ General clean-up of the kitchen and kitchen items.
¢ Federal Food Program documentation.
e Awareness of allergies and menu modifications in

e Good communication skills and positive attitude.

DROP OFF RESUME AND REFERENCES OR APPLY ONLINE.

300 Madison Avenue
Mankato, MN 56001
(507) 625-2141

*
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www.mankatolittlestars.com
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The end of an era 1n athletics

Paul Allan to retire after 37 years at Minnesota State University, Mankato

By ALI REED
Staff Writer

After more than 37 years of direct-
ing Minnesota State’s athletic depart-
ment, Paul Allan has decided it is time
to move on after this semester.

“What’s it going to be like not be-
ing here anymore? I don’t know,” said
Allan. “It’s a little bit unbelievable
that I won’t be working here in some
respects.”

A native of Calgary, Canada, Allan
decided to come to the U.S. to attend
college at West Texas State.

“I didn’t know a soul when I came
here,” said Allan. “I just wanted an op-
portunity and it turned out to be here.”

After applying for several jobs, Al-
lan joined MSU’s athletics department
staff in 1985. (Prior to that, he spent
three years at Northern Arizona Uni-
versity as a Graduate Assistant, later
turned Assistant, in the sports infor-
mation office.)

Ending up in Minnesota brought
nothing but excitement to Allan. He
saw a lot of similarities between Min-
nesota and Canada and appreciated
the fact that he found a school with
hockey, along with many other sports.

“I’m lucky I ended up with a school
that had 20 sports,” said Allan. “I was
even more excited about being in a
situation where I could build my own
sort of athletic communications pro-
gram and work with young people.”

During his time at MSU, Allan
was named assistant athletic director/
communications in 2003, associate di-
rector of athletics in 2009 and senior
deputy director/external operations in

i

DYLAN ENGEL e The Reporter

Paul Allan, senior deputy director/external operations, will retire after this semester from Minnesota State after 37 years.

2022.

According to Allan, one of the most
important parts in his line of work is
the relationships built and connections
made.

“Public relations is a relationship
business,” said Allan. “We connect
with people so we can do a better job.

It extends not just from here at MSU,
but outside of MSU.”

Making connections has proven to
be beneficial for Allan outside of MSU,
as he was given the chance to work for
the U.S. Olympic Committee multiple
times.

Allan not only served as a press of-

ficer at two U.S. Olympic Festivals, he
also served as a press attache for speed
skating in the 1992 Winter Olympic
Games, as well as venue press chief for
hockey in the 2002 Winter Olympic
Games.

“Part of the goal was to get some

RETIREMENT o# page 16 »

Minnesota State Men’s Basketball searches for wins 8, 9 this week

By HAYDEN LEE
Staff Writer

Malik Willingham didn’t mince
words about his goals for this year’s
Maverick men’s basketball team.

“We’ve been in this spot before, this
year is personal for us and we want
to prove that we are better than last
year,” he said. “We want to be a team
to remember.”

Willingham has been the Mavs’
most impressive player this season, av-
eraging 22.9 points per game on 50%
from the field, 52% from three, and
90% from the free throw line. To put
that into perspective, only one NBA
player has shot that well throughout
an entire season. Willingham’s ca-
reer high coming into the year was
20 points, a number that he has al-
ready surpassed four times this sea-
son, including a 41-point performance
against Concordia St. Paul.

“Malik is playing at an elite level

k. 4

DYLAN ENGEL e The Reporter

Minnesota State Men’s basketball team aim to continue the win streak as they travel to Winona
State today. Trevor Moore (above) taken from Tuesday, Nov. 22 game at home.

right now offensively, the basket has
been really big for him,” said Mavs
coach Matthew Margenthaler. “Right
now, we're playing as well as he has
been playing.”

In addition to the outstanding play
from Willingham and the starters, the
Mavs are loaded with a great bench
unit led by sophomore guard Harrison
Braudis. Embracing a sixth man role,
Braudis has come off the bench in all
seven games and is the teams’ second
leading scorer with 14.6 ppg on 66%
from the field and 60% from three.

“Our bench has done a great job as
well,” said Margenthaler. “Harrison
has been unbelievable, Tyrell Stuttley
has been efficient, and Mason Mueller
has been helping us a lot as well.”

With a 7-0 record, Minnesota State
is ranked No.16 in the NABC poll and
off to another great start.

Thursday’s game marks the start
of conference play, beginning with

the Winona State Warriors. The Mavs
UNDEFEATED o7 page 16 »
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Women’s basketball,
Someone’s ‘O’ has got to go

By CHARLIE GROEBNER
Staff Writer

As the December freeze be-
gins, Minnesota State women’s
basketball is white hot entering
the month. Five games into the
regular season, MSU is unde-
feated as they prepare to ex-
tend their streak to 6-0.

This week, the team travels
to take on the Winona State
Warriors Thursday in a confer-
ence showdown. Both teams
enter the undefeated matchup
meaning someone’s “0” has
got to go. A chance to keep per-
fect and jump in the standings
is on the line for both sides.

The last time these two met
was last year’s regular-season
finale, where the Mavericks
won 78-55, ending the War-
rior’s season in the process and
qualifying for the postseason.

KraftJHeinz

NEW ULM

—— PART-TIME/FULL-TIME ——
PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE

DYLAN LONG e The Reporter

Minnesota State Women’s basketball team look to stay undefeated as
they play away against Winona State today.

The Mavericks ultimately lost
in round two of the NSIC tour-
nament and the first round of
the NCAA tournament.

MSU has not let a post-
season hangover affect them
this year and has been blazing
through competition. How-
ever, the big story about the
group entering the contest is ju-
nior guard Joey Batt. Last Sat-
urday, Batt became the 23rd
member of the 1,000-point
club in a victory over Wiscon-
sin-Parkside. Since her fresh-
man year, the New Ulm native
has blossomed into the heart
and soul of the team and cred-
its others for her success.

“It means a lot to me, hav-
ing all the support and being
close to home,” Batt said “so

having my family in attendance
was awesome. My teammates

HOT STREAK o#n page 17 »
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SANITATION WORKER
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Mavericks host Bulldogs in CCHA clash

By KARSON BUELOW
Staff Writer

This weekend, the No. 11
Minnesota State men’s hockey
team returns home to host un-
ranked Ferris State in a set of
CCHA conference matchups.

Minnesota  State  comes
into this weekend’s series with
its slowest start in the first 14
games since the 2016-17 sea-
son. The Mavericks sport an
8-5-1 overall record and 5-2-1
in conference play.

Senior forward Ryan Sand-
elin gave his thoughts about the
Mavericks’ slow start to this
season.

“We have a lot of guys that
have played in big games and
moments and that’s on us to
make sure we pass that expe-
rience on to the young guys,”
Sandelin said. “Experience is
the best teacher.”

The good news for the Mav-
ericks this weekend is they will
be returning home to a building
where they are nearly unde-
feated this season at 7-1-0. The
Mavericks will also be facing a
struggling Bulldog team with a
4-6-2 record on the season and
no wins against ranked oppo-
nents.

Unfortunately for the Mav-
ericks, Minnesota State head
coach Mike Hastings con-
firmed that senior forward Sam
Morton’s injury during the St.
Thomas series will keep him
sidelined through Christmas
and possibly longer. Hastings
did confirm, however, that
junior forward Josh Groll is
ready to go for this weekend.

Junior Maverick forward
David Silye has continued to
impress so far this season as

DYLAN ENGEL ® The Reporter

Minnesota State Men’s hockey team face Ferris State in a two-game
home series Friday at 7:07 p.m. and Saturday at 6:07 p.m.

he leads the team with 16 pts
through 14 games. The Arn-
prior, Ont. native was recently
named CCHA forward of the
month for his stats through the
month of November and is tied
for fourth in the nation in goals
per game.

The Mavericks’ leading
scorers have been balanced on
the back end as well, as junior
defenseman Jake Livingstone
sits in second on the team with
14 pts in 14 games played. The
blueliner also contributes well
defensively as he is +1 on the
season and has accumulated a
team-leading 22 blocked shots.

On the other side of the ice,
Ferris State has had a wealth
of scoring coming from their
front end, as four of their top
five scorers are forwards. Soph-
omore forward Bradley Marek
leads the team with nine points
despite being -9 on the season.

The Bulldogs, despite their
low record, have had two very

solid goaltenders step up so far
this season. Sophomore Noah
Giesbrecht holds a .911 save
percentage this season and a
2.60 goals-against average.

The Mavericks have strug-
gled this season with slow
starts, and last weekend was
no exception. Minnesota State
let up a season-high 18 shots in
the first period while only mus-
tering three.

Hastings spoke briefly about
the slow starts and what needs
to change heading into this
weekend.

“Whether you do well or
not as a team, you’ve gotta own
what your actions are,” Hast-
ings said. “We have to own
what happened in that game
and learn from it.”

The Mavericks will take on
the Bulldogs this weekend in
their fifth conference matchup
of the season. Puck drops are
set for 7:07 p.m. Friday and
6:07 p.m. Saturday.

NOW HIRING!

Mental Health Worker

Both Entry Level and Experienced

The Mental Health Worker (MHW) is responsible for the implementation of
Horizon Homes, Inc. services as identified in the resident’s treatment plans.
Having organizational skills as well as related work and/or
personal experience is beneficial.

Hourly rate is based on previous experience, educational level, and work
history. Health benefits package may be available for qualified full time
positions, only; and, for part-time, PTO is pro-rated. (Resume is preferred but
optional; whereas the employment application paperwork is required. If you
need additional information, please contact: info@horizonhomes.org.
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Horizon Homes, Inc.
825 S. Front St.
P.0. Box 3032
Mankato, MN 56002

www. horizonhomes.org
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Hoping for second win against MN since 2007

By KOLE BUELOW
Staff Writer

“We're playing the Maver-
ick way,” said freshman for-
ward Taylor Otremba, who
leads Minnesota State with
five goals this season. “We’ve
improved a lot and now we’re
healthy.”

Despite being plunged into
three straight top-five match-
ups to begin the season and
dropping all six of those games,
the Mavericks 7-1since then.
This has propelled the team
to a 7-7-0 record, while also
sitting fourth in the Western
Collegiate Hockey Association
standings.

The Mavericks will be test-
ed this weekend, however. The
Mavs are back facing the No.
5 Minnesota Gophers, a team
who beat Minnesota State 11-0
and 9-4 at the beginning of the
season. The story is a bit differ-
ent this time, though, with the
Mavericks now having seven
wins under their belts with-
out senior defenseman Anna
Wilgren and others who have
missed time.

Injuries have riddled the
Mavs this year, but the team
has stayed strong in recent
weeks. Otremba has been a sig-
nificant contributor during the
Mavericks’ hot streak, earning
two WCHA honors down the
stretch.

“We've had a lot of confi-
dence that we’ve built that up,
and we’ve been working more
as a team,” Otremba said. “For
this weekend, we’re going to
have to be more aggressive and
we’re going to have to be on
them and not play scared. Try
to control the game.”

As for what Otremba has

LILLY ANDERSON e The Reporter

The Minnesota State Women’s hockey team play against the U of M at 2
p.m. Saturday at in game two of the home-and-home series.

done well to steady herself in
the top five for scoring this
season for the Mavericks, she
credits her teammates.

“It definitely goes back to
my linemates and us work-
ing together pretty well,” ex-
plained Otremba. “We’ve been
making plays and we see each
other more. We work the puck
down pretty well. Pve been in
the right place at the right time
and we’ve been hammering the
puck at the net and getting the
rebounds.”

Despite an outstanding 7-1
record in their last eight games,
the Mavericks did not play a
team inside the top 15 rankings
during the stretch. Minnesota
State will now go up against
a Gopher team that scores the
third-most goals per game in
NCAA Division I women’s
hockey.

When it comes to what the
Gophers do well, they simply
play good team hockey. That
showed earlier this season

when the Mavericks fell to the
Gophers in both contests by
a goal margin of 20-4. Being
ranked No. 5 in the nation you
would expect Minnesota to
have players inside the top 10
in points, goals, or assists per
game, but they do not.

Otremba said this time
around the Mavs need to, “be
on them right away and pres-
sure them hard so they aren’t
given a lot of time.” In turn,
Otremba believes, “that will
help us get the puck and turn
it over to their end of the ice
where we can capitalize.”

Last season, senior forward
Kelsey King buried an overtime
winner for the Mavericks to
break a 53-game win streak the
Gophers held since 2007. That
goal came on a similar win
streak to this year and could
be a huge confidence boost to
an already-hot Minnesota State
team.

The University of Minnesota

MATCHUP on page 16 »

Senior Spotlight:

Carah Drees
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DOMINIC BOTHE e The Reporter
Senior forward #35 Carah Drees hopes to carry on the momentum as
the Mavericks have yet to face defeat.
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By ALI REED
Staff Writer

From hoops to hospitals,
senior forward Carah Drees
grabs life by the horns, as she
showcases her talents on the
basketball court, while also
working toward a medical de-
gree.

“I honestly always wanted
to be a doctor,” said Drees. “It
sometimes can be hard balanc-
ing labs with practice and all
that stuff, though.”

Drees is from the small town
of Sloan, Iowa, where she grew
up in a world filled with bas-
ketball. Her father was a high
school basketball coach and
brought her to almost every
practice as a kid.

“I've basically been in a gym
for as long as I can remember,”

said Drees. “My dad was the
high school coach when I was
younger, so I'd always go to
practice with him.”

After spending so much
time around her dad’s basket-
ball teams, Drees began her
own basketball career in first
grade. When she reached high
school, she rejoined her dad
on the court as a player on his
team.

“For two years, my dad
was my high school coach,”
said Drees. “I actually liked it
alot.”

At Westwood Communi-
ty High School, Drees was a
force to be reckoned with. She
finished her high school career
with over 1000 points, 900 re-
bounds and 500 blocks. Drees
was also an lowa Academic
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Messi and Argentina advance at
World Cup, beat Poland 2-0

ARIEL SCHALIT e Associated Press

Argentina’s Lionel Messi smiles during the World Cup group C soccer match between Poland and Argentina at
the Stadium 974 in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022.

By STEVE DOUGLAS

Associated Press

Rest easy, soccer fans. Lio-
nel Messi will grace the World
Cup stage at least one more
time.

The Argentina great had a
penalty saved but his team still
beat Poland 2-0 Wednesday
after second-half goals from
Alexis Mac Allister and Julian
Alvarez and advanced to the
last 16. After opening the World
Cup with a shocking 2-1 loss to
Saudi Arabia in one of biggest
upsets in the tournament’s his-
tory, Argentina wound up fin-
ishing in first place in Group
C and will next play Australia
— a surprise qualifier for the
knockout stage.

Messi rolls into Saturday’s
game suddenly in a strong po-
sition in likely his final World
Cup.

“Now another World Cup
begins.” Messi said, “and
hopefully we can continue to
do what we did today.”

As for Poland, it was ulti-
mately a happy night, too, be-
cause the team went through as
the group’s second-place team
— on goal difference ahead of
Mexico — and will next play
defending champion France.

Messi ended up relieved af-
ter failing to score a penalty for
the second straight World Cup.

It was awarded after he was hit
in the face by the flailing hand
of Poland goalkeeper Wojciech
Szczesny, who made amends by
diving to his left to block Mes-
si’s kick in the 39th minute.

“I'm upset that I missed the
penalty, but the team came
back stronger after my error,”
he said.

A largely pro-Argentina
crowd, waving flags and scarfs
and beatlng drums behind both
goals, had been sweeping Mes-
si and his team along at the
44,000-seat Stadium 974 and
they didn’t stop after the pen-
alty. Within seconds, a chant of
“MESSI! MESSI!” immediately
reverberated around the venue
in a bid to keep their idol’s head
high. And the roars were even
louder at the start of the second
half, first after Mac Allister’s
goal — a scruffy finish from
Nahuel Molina’s cut-back from
the right — in the first minute
and soon after as news filtered
through that Mexico had taken
the lead against Saudi Arabia,
which started the day in third
place. Playing an Argentine-re-
cord 22nd World Cup game,
Messi never stopped surging
forward and he was a menace
all game to Poland with his
dribbling ability and vision.
One 40-meter solo run saw him
weave past three opponents,
drift past another only to mis-

kick as he took aim. The match
was billed as a head-to-head
between Messi and Poland
striker Robert Lewandowski,
perhaps the best center forward
in the world, but it proved to be
a mismatch.

“If Messi played with us
and Robert played for Argenti-
na, Robert would have scored
five goals,” Poland coach Cze-
slaw Michniewicz said. “Rob-
ert needs to be helped and the
match was only played in our
half.”

Messi wasn’t involved in ei-
ther goal, though. For the sec-
ond, Enzo Fernandez scooped
a pass to Alvarez — starting
ahead of regular striker Lauta-
ro Martinez — and he took one
touch before curling his shot
into the top corner in the 67th
minute. Things couldn’t have
gone better for Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni, who made more
bold changes in bringing in Al-
varez, Fernandez and Molina
and seeing them play a part in
the goals. Mac Allister, mean-
while, didn’t start against Saudi
Arabia and has added energy in
midfield in the two games since.

Suddenly, Argentina looks
more like the team which en-
tered the World Cup on a
36-match unbeaten run and as
one of the tournament favor-
ites, a year after winning the
Copa America.

<RETIREMENT from page 13
additional experience, some
professional development
type of opportunities,” said
Allan. “It was a lot of fun
and really cool. A lot of great
memories from both of those
things.”

Ever since Allan joined the
MSU staff, he has witnessed
such growth and many suc-
cesses of both the athletic

teams and athletics staff.
“We’ve been crazy suc-
cessful and it’s been unbe-
lievable,” said Allan. “I also
feel really good about the
young people who have come
through here, who are now
professional PR people.”
Allan declined to say what
is next for him. For now, he
looks forward to spending

more time with his wife Lori
(who he also met at MSU),
their three sons and their
grandkids.

“I knew even when I start-
ed, this is the work I wanted
to do,” said Allan.“Nothing
but gratitude. I’ve always sin-
cerely felt that I was the luck-
iest guy around just to be able
to do this.”

<UNDEFEATED from page 13
have struggled against the
Warriors lately, especially in
Winona where they have not
won since early 2017.

“We were sitting here
at 7-0 last year before the
wheels fell off, so these next
few weeks will be critical to
where we end up at the end
of the season,” said Margen-
thaler.

This seasons’ Warriors
team is 5-1, averaging 72.8
points per game on 40%
from the field and 32% from
three as a team. They are led
by sophomore guard Dillon
Connor, who has been en-
joying a season in which he
is averaging 20 points and
5 rebounds a night. Behind
him are sophomore forward
Drew Connor (13.3 ppg),
and senior Luke Martens
(12.2). The trio make up
most of the offensive pro-
duction for the Warriors, ac-
counting for nearly 60% of
the teams’ points this season.

“In this conference, every-
one can win, and I’'m excit-
ed for every opportunity we
get to prove ourselves,” said
Willingham. “T want people
to be scared to come over
and play MSU.”

Following their matchup
with the Warriors, the Mavs
will return home to play in
the first of three straight
home games, beginning with

the Upper lowa Peacocks.

The Peacocks have won
5 of the last 6 matchups be-
tween these two teams, with
the Mavs’ only win being a
2-point overtime victory ear-
ly last season.

The Peacocks entered this
week with a 4-3 record, in-
cluding handing the War-
riors their only loss on the
year. On the season, the
Peacocks are putting up 80.6
points per game on 42.5%
shooting from the field and
34.2% from three.

The backcourt duo of se-
niors Jake Hilner (22.6 ppg)
and Lucas Duax (19.1) lead
the charge for the Peacocks.
Despite their ability to put
up points, the Peacocks have
also been prone to turning
the ball over, committing 81
turnovers on the year. Two
challenging opponents stand
in the way of the Mavericks’
quest for 9-0, and it will be
important for the Mavs to
focus on one game at a time.

Tip off for Thursday’s
game in Winona is set for
7:30 p.m. and Saturday’s
game begins at 4 p.m. at Tay-
lor Center.

“At the end of the day, I'm
here to win. I want to put
MSU on the map, and I want
to do a lot of big things in
my last few years here,” said
Willingham.

<«MATCHUP from page 15

will be a lot for the Mavericks
to handle this weekend, but
with a strong winning streak
to ride into the series, the
Mavs will have a good chance
at repeating last year’s success
again. The two teams will play

a home-and-home split this se-
ries, playing a game in Minne-
apolis on Dec. 2 and a game in
Mankato on Dec. 3.

Game one will begin at 6
pm, while game two puck drop
is scheduled for 2 p.m.
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Messi and Argentina advance at
World Cup, beat Poland 2-0

MANU FERNANDEZ e Associated Press

FP511Mexico’s Kevin Alvarez retracts after the World Cup group C soccer match between Saudi Arabia and
Mexico, at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022.

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

For a long time after the final
whistle, Luis Chavez crouched
on the field in anguish.

He had just scored in Mex-
ico’s furious attempt to stay
alive at the World Cup, but the
2-1 victory Wednesday over
Saudi Arabia wasn’t enough.
Because of Argentina’s 2-0 vic-
tory over Poland in a simulta-
neous match, Mexico failed to
advance out of its group for the
first time since 1978.

“We had a chance to qual-
ify,” Chavez said glumly. “We
didn’t achieve it.”

Mexico had reached the
knockout round at the last sev-
en World Cups, second only to
Brazil, which has gone through
to the round of 16 since 1986.

El Tri went into the match at
Lusail Stadium needing both a
victory and help from Poland
playing across town against Ar-
gentina to advance in Group C.
Argentina’s victory meant goal
difference came into play —
and Mexico didn’t have enough
of them.

Henry Martin scored in the
48th minute to give El Tri hope,
and the team’s chances got even
better with Chavez’s goal on a
free kick four minutes later.

Mexico tried desperately
in the final 20 minutes to get
another goal — including an
effort by Uriel Antuna in the
87th minute that was ruled off-
side — but came up short.

“We needed one more goal.
I didn’t know exactly what
happened at the end,” said vet-
eran Mexico goalkeeper Guill-
ermo Ochoa, who was playing
in his fifth World Cup. “For us,
the object was to score three or
four goals. It’s a shame.”

Salem Aldawsari scored
in second-half stoppage time
for Saudi Arabia, which was

eliminated along with Mexico
despite beating Argentina in its
opening match.

Martin’s goal ended Mex-
ico’s  431-minute  scoring
drought at the World Cup, dat-
ing back to their second group
match at the 2018 tournament
in Russia. It was the team’s lon-
gest ever stretch without a goal
at the tournament.

Mexico opened the tourna-
ment in Qatar with a 0-0 draw
against Poland and but fell 2-0
to Lionel Messi and Argentina.

Mexico hadn’t been elim-
inated from the group stage
since the World Cup in Argen-
tina 44 years ago. El Tri didn’t
qualify for the 1982 World Cup
in Spain, and was banned from
the 1990 event in Italy for using
overage players at an under-20
tournament.

“I must say that I assume
all the responsibility for this
massive failure,” Mexico coach
Garardo “Tata” Martino said.

Mexico advanced to the
round of 16 in its last seven
appearances — but no further.
El Tri came to Qatar looking to
play in an elusive “quinto par-
tido” — a fifth game — for the
first time since Mexico hosted
the tournament in 1986.

Saudi Arabia had one of the
tournament’s biggest ever up-
sets ever when it beat Argenti-
na 2-1.

But the Green Falcons
couldn’t pull off another sur-
prise in its second match, a 2-0
loss to Poland.

The Saudis reached the
round of 16 back in 1994, the
team’s World Cup debut, but
haven’t made it past the group
stage since.

“Tonight it was difficult to
breathe with the intensity Mex-
ico put into the match,” Saudi
Arabia coach Herve Renard
said.

Many on the Saudi team

were also part of the squad that
went to the 2018 World Cup.
But none play outside of their
home country.

welve players on the roster
are with Al Hilal, which has
won a record 18 Saudi league
championships.

Mexico dominated the first
half. Orbelin Pineda had one of
the best of three good chanc-
es for El Tri, but it was easily
grabbed by Saudi Arabia goal-
keeper Mohammed Alowais in
the 25th minute.

The game turned quickly in
Mexico’s favor with Martin’s
goal, but the celebration was
muted. Chavez’s free kick in
the 52nd that went into the up-
per corner just out of Alowais’
reach brought Mexico’s re-
serves rushing onto the field.

Hirving Lozano nearly had
a third goal but he was offside.
Chavez had another free kick
that missed as Mexico tried in
vain to score more goals.

Martino had been roundly
criticized for the lack of scor-
ing. He had already been ques-
tioned over some of his choices,
including his decision to leave
all-time leading scorer Javier
“Chicharito” Hernandez off
the team.

Hernandez, who now plays
for the LA Galaxy in Ma-
jor League Soccer, scored the
team’s last goal in a 2-1 group-
stage victory over South Korea
in Russia.

After the match, Martino
said his contract with the Mex-
ico had ended with the final
whistle.

Ochoa, however, wasn’t
ready to say if he’d still be with
the team in 2026 when Mexi-
co, the United States and Cana-
da will host the World Cup.

“We will see. We will see,”
Ochoa said. “Tonight 'm sad
so I have to think about that.
But maybe that could happen.”

<HOT STREAK from page 14

and coaches have helped me so
much over the years and given
me the confidence to become
the best player I am able to be.
So, it just feels awesome to see
all those years of hard work
pay off.”

As for their opponent, the
Warriors have rebounded into
incredible form after a disap-
pointing 2021-22 season.

Starting out with a record of
7-0, they currently sit atop the
NSIC standings. Coming off a
75-46 win against Viterbo Uni-
versity, they look to continue
their undefeated streak.

Currently, four team mem-
bers have over 30 points in
seven games. However, one
of the big impact players for
the Warriors is junior forward
Alex Dornfield. The native of

Markesan, WI currently leads
her team in points and field
goals. She is the spark plug that
ignites the offense whenever
she has the ball.

Both sides are eager and
ready to prove themselves go-
ing into this contest. MSU they
are not afraid of the challenge.
Batt along with her teammates
are looking to step up and
prove themselves ahead of
Thursday’s contest.

“They’re 7-0 and we’re 5-0,
so we are looking to prove our-
selves instead of falling to their
style or worrying about all
their assets or what they have.

Obviously scouting them
and trying to find where they
thrive and where they don’t.
So, it comes down to keep-
ing our tempo going into the
game,” said Batt.

<«SPOTLIGHT from page 15

All-State Selection.

As Drees transitioned from
high school basketball to col-
legiate basketball at MSU, she
noticed a number of big chang-
es.

“T went to a really small
school, so I was definitely the
biggest one.That was a big
change when 1 came to col-
lege,” said Drees. “Also, the
pace in college is so much fast-
er.”

What drew Drees to play
for the Mavericks was the re-
lationships she built with her
teammates right off the bat.

“When I came and visited
here, 1 got to go have lunch
with the girls T went with and
they were all so nice and just
made me laugh constantly,”
said Drees.

Being a part of the Maver-
ick basketball team has taught
Drees a great deal, which she
has been able to bring into oth-

er aspects of her life.

“I definitely learned a lot
for sure,” said Drees. “Just
like what hard work gets you
and knowing that there’s value
in every single player on the
team.”

Basketball has been the cen-
ter of Drees’ life ever since she
was young. After this season,
she will be transitioning to a
life outside of basketball, which
will keep her just as busy, if not
more. Following graduation in
the spring, Drees plans to take
a gap year, in order to get more
medical field related experi-
ence. She also plans to start the
application process for medical
school come summer.

Leaving a life dominated
by basketball behind will be a
major adjustment for Drees.
As the only senior on the team,
she hopes to lead the Maver-
icks to a Conference Tourna-
ment Championship for her
final season.
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Changes let high school athletes
bank big endorsement bucks

GREGORY BULL e Associated Press

La Jolla Country Day high school basketball player Jada Williams poses for a portrait Monday, Sept. 12,2022,
in San Diego. Jada Williams has been a fixture on social media since she was 11 and stands out because of her

flair for engagement.

By BERNIE WILSON

Associated Press

Jada Williams was a so-
cial media star and a talented
point guard when she moved
with her mother from a Kan-
sas City suburb to San Diego,
looking to play basketball for
a high school powerhouse and
parlay her online prowess into
endorsement deals.

She found it all in Califor-
nia, which has become the
trendsetter among the 19 states
that allow high school athletes
to profit from their name, im-
age and likeness without affect-
ing their eligibility to play in
college.

The 17-year-old Williams
is now pulling in six figures a
year from six major endorse-
ment deals. The senior at La
Jolla Country Day School has
signed to play at the University
of Arizona.

“It’s definitely a big change
for me, but it was good in ev-
ery single direction,” Williams
said during a break from her
exhaustive practice routine,
which she often documents
with videos and photos posted
online. It was the right deci-
sion for school and basketball,
“and on top of that I was able
to start capitalizing off NIL,”
shorthand for name, image and
likeness.

The effort that began when
former UCLA basketball star
Ed O’Bannon took on the col-
lege sports establishment over
NIL rules is quickly reshaping
high school sports. Elite prep
athletes are banking six and
even seven figures before head-
ing to college. The buzz extends
to social media, where the top
stars have millions of follow-
ers on Instagram, TikTok and
Twitter, which in turn helps
boost their NIL valuation.

“It’s getting bigger by the
day,” said Michael Caspino,

a Newport Beach attorney
who became NIL savvy while
reviewing deals for his son’s
high school friends and push-
ing back against the ones that
tried to take advantage of the
athletes.

Three high school stars are
at the top of On3.com’s NIL
valuations, which include both
college and high school players.
They are Bronny James, the son
of Lakers star LeBron James;
Arch Manning, the third gener-
ation of the first family of quar-
terbacks; and Mikey Williams,
a basketball star at San Ysidro
High in San Diego.

James tops the list with a
valuation of $7.5 million. He
attends Sierra Canyon High in
the Los Angeles area and re-
cently signed a deal with Nike.
Mikey Williams, who has com-
mitted to Memphis and has a
multiyear deal with Puma, has
a valuation of $3.6 million.
Manning, who attends Isidore
Newman High in New Orleans
and has committed to Texas, is
at $3.4 million.

The On3 NIL valuation,
considered the industry stan-
dard, uses performance, influ-
ence and exposure data. While
the algorithm includes data
from deals, it does not act as
a tracker of the value of NIL
deals.

Jada  Williams has a
half-dozen deals, including
with Spalding; Move Insoles,
which was co-founded by NBA
star Damian Lillard; Lemon
Perfect, a bottled water compa-
ny in which Beyonce is a major
investor; and Gym Shark.

“My social media was al-
ready kind of big so I was just
doing basically NIL without
getting paid because it was ille-
gal,” she said.

After being approached by a
few large companies with NIL
offers, the family discovered

that the deals weren’t permitted
in Missouri and that California
was the only state that allowed
it at the time.

“I realized wow, this is in-
sane,” said Williams’ mother,
Jill' Mclntyre. Jada Williams
moved to San Diego with her
mother and an older sister
ahead of her junior year.

“She had to take advantage
of the opportunity where she
can literally invest in her future
at 17,7 said Mclntyre, a re-
gional sales manager for a tech
company who helps her daugh-
ter manage her business affairs.

“We’re still young, but at the
same time we’re learning about
how to manage money and
just learn a lot of life skills that
are way bigger than just NIL,”
said Williams, a two-time gold
medalist with the U.S. junior
national team who has incor-
porated as Jada Williams Inc.
and plans to start a foundation.

Malachi Nelson, a senior
quarterback at Los Alamitos
High who has committed to
USC, landed big deals even be-
fore signing with Klutch Sports,
the agency that represents LeB-
ron James. He’s 42nd on the
top 100 with a valuation of
$794,000, 10 spots ahead of
UCLA quarterback Dorian
Thompson-Robinson.  Jada
Williams is at No. 71, with a
valuation of $550,000.

California was the first state
to allow high school athletes
to sign NIL deals. Southern
California has always been
a hotbed of prep talent. Ath-
letes from other regions, like
Williams, are moving to the
Golden State to take advantage
of NIL. Some transfer for just
their senior season.

NIL has become such a big
deal that a Los Alamitos High
coach who helps players with
recruiting also guides them
through the new frontier.

Rodgers says he’d have open
mind if Packers ask him to rest

MATT SLOCUM e Associated Press

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) is pressured by Phil-
adelphia Eagles’ Javon Hargave during the first half of an NFL football
game, Sunday, Nov. 27, 2022, in Philadelphia.

By STEVE MEGARGEE

Associated Press

Aaron Rodgers said he’d
have an open mind if the Green
Bay Packers get eliminated
from playoff contention and
team officials approach him
about resting to allow more
game reps for his backup, Jor-
dan Love.

He’s just hoping the Packers
(4-8) make it a moot point by
winning out.

“I’d love to finish the season
out, but I understand this is a
business and there’s a lot of us
kind of older guys who play a
decent amount and they might
want to see some younger guys
play,” the four-time MVP said
Wednesday. “Hopefully we
don’t have to have that conver-
sation. But if that conversation
comes up, I'll approach that
with an open mind and with-
out any bitterness or resent-
ment.”

Rodgers has played through
a broken right thumb for
Green Bay’s last seven games
and left the Packers’ 40-33 loss
at Philadelphia on Sunday with
injured ribs. Rodgers, who
turns 39 on Friday, has said he
wants to keep playing as long
as he’s able and the Packers re-
main in playoff contention.

Rodgers also says he’s
healthy enough to play Sunday
when the Packers visit Chicago
(3-9), although he might need
to wear protective gear for his
ribs. The Packers have beaten
the Bears seven straight times,
and Rodgers has completed
76.1% of his passes for 16
touchdowns with no intercep-
tions in those games.

Rodgers wouldn’t specify
whether any of his ribs were
broken.

“I've done a lot of rehab
the last few days, got some
stuff I do at the house as well,”
Rodgers said. “Always on my
herbs and my teas and all the
other things that help make me
feel better. So, not surprised
P'm feeling better, just happy I
avoided a major injury.”

Rodgers didnt practice
Wednesday, but that’s been his
usual routine since breaking
the thumb on the final play of
a 27-22 loss to the New York
Giants on Oct. 9.

The Packers still have faint
postseason hopes, though they
probably would have to win
their last five games and get
plenty of help.

“Obviously, like T said, I
want to win out and we don’t
have to have those conversa-
tions,” Rodgers said.
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Christmas deer brings Christmas cheer to campus
~

By LAUREN VISKA
Staff Writer

A pair of reindeer and free
hot chocolate greeted students
on the campus mall Wednesday.

The event, put together by
the Student Events Team each
year, is a way for students to re-
lax and take a break from finals.

Jack Wheeler, the graduate
advisor for the SET, helped or-
ganize the event this year.

“We try to do this event every
winter as it is more of a season-
al event, and it has been going
on for many years. It is an event
that students look forward to
every year,” said Wheeler.

“Reindeer especially now
have a kind of a significant
meaning with Christmas time
and the holiday spirit. It is a
great turnout of students, staff
and community members.”

During the pandemic, it was
hard for SET to host this event.

“Many students were not on
campus during the pandemic, so
there was not a huge turnout.
However, the turnout in the past
has been great. We get members
from all over the community
and students,” said Wheeler.

“Usually, we expect around
700 students to pass through.
However, this year we expected
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Students gathered around outside the Centennial Student Union to visit the fuel-source powering Santa’s sleigh on

Wednesday, Nov. 30.

around 700 to 900, and I think
we had just that number.”

Noel Productions, the com-
pany that brings the reindeer,

has been working with the uni-
versity to bring the reindeer and
spread holiday cheer for the last
couple of years.

So they were excited to return
this year and continue spreading
the holiday cheer.

“The company was excited

to come back and bring the rein-
deer back to campus. The staff
that works is very knowledge-
able about it, and the person
who comes and speaks and also
dresses up as something festive,”
said Wheeler.

“It is also something to do
that is just a quick 20 minutes,
and people can understand a lit-
tle more about reindeer.”

This event was also a chance
for students to destress before
the craziness of finals next week.

“Many people do not actual-
ly think that reindeer are real. So
going and seeing reindeer and
learning a little bit about them
while taking a couple of photos
and enjoying a cup of hot cocoa
is something that students love
every year,” said Wheeler. “It
also gets students in the holi-
day spirit as it is right between
Thanksgiving break and finals
week, so it should act like a
stress reliever.”

One of the farm workers
gave students an educational
seminar to get some information
about the festival creatures.

It was a short five- to
10-minute spiel about how they
raise the reindeer as well as basic
information about the animals.

To learn more about Noel
Productions and the reindeer,
visit noelproductionsllc.com.

Egyptians call on British Museum to return Rosetta Stone

By JACK B. JEFFERY
Associated Press

The debate over who owns
ancient artifacts has been an in-
creasing challenge to museums
across Europe and America, and
the spotlight has fallen on the
most visited piece in the British
Museum: The Rosetta stone.

The inscriptions on the dark
grey granite slab became the
seminal breakthrough in deci-
phering ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphics after it was taken from
Egypt by forces of the British
empire in 1801.

Now, as Britain’s largest mu-
seumn marks the 200-year an-
niversary of the decipherment
of hieroglyphics, thousands of
Egyptians are demanding the
stone’s return.

“The British Museum’s hold-
ing of the stone is a symbol
of Western cultural violence
against Egypt,” said Monica
Hanna, dean at the Arab Acad-
emy for Science, Technology &
Maritime Transport, and or-
ganizer of one of two petitions
calling for the stone’s return.

The acquisition of the Ro-
setta Stone was tied up in the
imperial battles between Brit-
ain and France. After Napoleon
Bonaparte’s military occupa-
tion of Egypt, French scientists
uncovered the stone in 1799 in
the northern town of Rashid,

known by the French as Roset-
ta.
When British forces defeated
the French in Egypt, the stone
and over a dozen other antig-
uities were handed over to the
British under the terms of an
1801 surrender deal between

the generals of the two sides.
It has remained in the British

THE BRITISH MUSEUM e Associated Press

This undated photo provided by the British Museum, shows the Rosetta Stone, the centerpiece of a new exhibition
at London’s largest museum titled, “Hieroglyphs unlocking ancient Egypt,” celebrating the 200th anniversary of
the stone’s decipherment, at the British Museum, in London.

Museum since. Hanna’s peti-
tion, with 4,200 signatures, says
the stone was seized illegally and
constitutes a “spoil of war.” The
claim is echoed in a near iden-
tical petition by Zahi Hawass,
Egypt’s former minister for an-
tiquities affairs, which has more
than 100,000 signatures. Ha-
wass argues that Egypt had no

say in the 1801 agreement.

The British Museum refutes
this. In a statement, the Museum
said the 1801 treaty includes the
signature of a representative of
Egypt. It refers to an Ottoman
admiral who fought alongside
the British against the French.
The Ottoman sultan in Istan-
bul was nominally the ruler of

Egypt at the time of Napoleon’s
invasion. The Museum also said
Egypt’s government has not sub-
mitted a request for its return. It
added that there are 28 known
copies of the same engraved de-
cree and 21 of them remain in
Egypt.

The contention over the
original stone copy stems from
its unrivaled significance to
Egyptology. Carved in the 2nd
century B.C., the slab contains
three translations of a decree
relating to a settlement between
the then-ruling Ptolemies and a
sect of Egyptian priests. The first
inscription is in classic hiero-
glyphics, the next is in a simpli-
fied hieroglyphic script known
as Demotic, and the third is in
Ancient Greek.

Through knowledge of the
latter, academics were able to
decipher the hieroglyphic sym-
bols, with French Egyptologist
Jean-Francois Champollion
eventually cracking the language
in 1822.

“Scholars from the previous
18th century had been longing
to find a bilingual text written in
a known language,” said Ilona
Regulski, the head of Egyptian
Written Culture at the British
Museum. Regulski is the lead
curator of the museum’s winter
exhibition, “Hieroglyphs Un-
locking Ancient Egypt,” cele-
brating the 200th anniversary of
Champollion’s breakthrough.
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Brave Heart aims to open the
minds and shut out the stress

By JOEY ERICKSON
Variety Editor

Brave Heart is back for their
bi-monthly open discussions,
and everyone can finally take a
deep breath out, literally.

On December 1, The Vio-
lence Awareness and Response
Program is holding a healing
activity event in the Centennial
Student Union, giving students
the option to release any pent
up stress from life.

Headlining the discussion is
MK Thao, graduate assistant
on campus for the Violence
Awareness and Response Pro-
gram. Thao has been behind all
of the Brave Heart discussions,
and finds herself learning just
as much as the students who
attend.

“A lot of what I learned was
just from a textbook, and from
news and articles, but hearing
peoples’ personal experienc-
es really helped me. I feel like
these events always help me
check my bias and my igno-
rance,” Thao said.

This week’s Brave Heart
event is serving as a means of
unwinding and an opportu-
nity to have a more relaxed
discussion, contrasted to the
event’s usual more pressing and
heavy-weighted themes, such
as domestic violence or sexual
assault.

Plans for the day include a

meditation event with breath-
ing exercises to soothe the soul,
the making of custom door
signs and open discussions on
whatever the students feel they
need to talk about. Unlike pre-
vious discussions, the topic for
this week is up in the air, allow-
ing coverage of any topic, no
matter how big or small.

“Even if they just wanna
rant about how their professor
makes them feel frustrated, we
don’t care. Come with what
you want, it’s a healing activi-
ty, you can dump it on us and
walk away, and we’ll collect
your stress and burn it,” Thao
said.

A major stressor for many
college students are post-grad-
uation plans. The uncertainty
of a new graduate’s profes-
sional future can weigh heavily
on their mind-and when fam-
ily members are consistently
knocking on the door asking
what the future holds, it is easy
to feel empty handed.

For Thao, setting aside time
in one’s day to take a mental
break is essential. Whether that
be reading a book, drawing or
“cocooning in your bed” as
Thao describes, taking time to
let off steam is critical.

“Personally, as a young
adult, there’s a lot of people
telling you their expectations,
and I forget about my own ex-
pectations sometimes. A heal-
ing activity could really help

JOEY ERICKSON e The Reporter

MK Thao, a graduate assistant on campus for the Violence Awareness and Response Program, works at the
‘Women’s Center on campus. She is one of the driving forces behind the Brave Heart discussions, an event that
has been occurring on campus in one form or another for years.

you figure out yourself, and
who you need in your life,”
Thao said.

Brave Heart was originally
titled “Conversation Circle.”
However, the name was re-
coined to “Brave Heart” this
year, in an effort to eliminate
the connotation of students
feeling required to speak at the
event in order to attend.

Next semester, Brave Heart
plans to continue openly speak-
ing on the unspoken issues in
society in combination with the
Women’s Center and their re-
spective discussion series, “The
F Word.”

“The F Word” in question
is feminism, a topic that scares
many. Both conversations aim
on tackling the topics deemed
too taboo to speak on by the
general public. The two hope to
team up, tackling typical Brave
Heart topics like domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault, while
also discussing women’s rights.

According to Thao, students
consistently leave the event
more knowledgeable.

They appreciate that we fo-
cus on a wide range of topics,
as well as a wide range of race
and ethnicity. Each group’s ex-
perience is different. I feel like
race and culture really play a
role when we talk about these
things, and we can’t expect ev-
eryone to experience the same
things,” Thao said.

“Tis the season of giving, and
GP’s are in high demand

Flikr Photo

Christmas Season is fast approaching, and ‘tis the season for gifting.
While money is nice, sometimes the best present you can give is quality

time.

By EMMA JOHNSON

News Director

My grandma always tells
my brother and me that we are
GPs (good person).

To her, that means thinking
about others and overall being
a genuine person through and
through without having to ask
others if they are good people.

As the holidays roll around,
more and more people try to
prove their generosity and gra-
ciousness.

During this time of year,
people are encouraged to vol-
unteer, donate and show more
compassion to others.

Why does it take us almost
an entire year to show these el-
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Christine McVie, Fleetwood Mac
singer-songwriter, dies at 79

By HILLEL ITALIE

Associated Press

Christine McVie, the Brit-
ish-born Fleetwood Mac vo-
calist, songwriter and keyboard
player whose cool, soulful
contralto helped define such
classics as “You Make Lov-
ing Fun,” “Everywhere” and
“Don’t Stop,” died Wednesday
at age 79.

Her death was announced
on the band’s social media ac-
counts. No cause of death or
other details were immediately
provided, but a family state-
ment said she “passed away
peacefully at hospital this
morning” with family around
her after a “short illness.”

“A few hours ago I was
told that my best friend in the
whole world since the first day
of 1975, had passed away,”
bandmate Stevie Nicks said in
a handwritten note posted to
Instagram.

She added that one song
has been “swirling around” in
her head since she found out
McVie was sick, quoting the
lyrics to HAIM’s “Hallelujah”:
“I had a best friend/But she has
come to pass.”

McVie was a steady pres-
ence and personality in a band
known for its frequent lineup
changes and volatile person-
alities — notably fellow sing-
er-songwriters Nicks and Lind-
sey Buckingham.

Her death is the first among
Fleetwood Mac’s most famous
incarnation of McVie, Nicks,
Buckingham, drummer Mick
Fleetwood and bassist John
McVie, Christine’s ex-husband.

In recent years, the band
had toured without Bucking-
ham, who was kicked out in
2018 and replaced on stage by
Mike Campbell and Neil Finn.

Fleetwood Mac started out
as a London blues band in the

CHARLES SYKES e Associated Press

Musician Christine McVie attends the 2019 Rock & Roll Hall of Fame induction ceremony in New York on
March 29, 2019. McVie, the soulful British musician, sang lead on many of Fleetwood Mac’s biggest hits.

1960s, and evolved into one of
the defining makers of 1970s
California pop-rock, with the
talents of McVie, Nicks and
Buckingham anchored by the
rhythm section of Fleetwood
and John McVie.

During its peak commercial
years, from 1975-80, the band
sold tens of millions of records
and fascinated fans as it trans-
formed personal battles into
melodic, compelling songs.

The McVies’ breakup —
along with the split of Nicks
and Buckingham — was fa-
mously documented on the
1977  release  “Rumours,”
among the bestselling albums
of all time.

Everyone in the group
played a distinctive role: Fleet-
wood and John McVie formed
a deep and bluesy groove,
Buckingham was the resident
mad genius and perfectionist,
Nicks the charismatic drama-
tist and idol to countless young
women and Christine McVie
the grounded counterpoint, her
economy as a singer and play-
er well suited to her birth sur-
name: Perfect.

“I was supposedly like the
Mother Teresa who would
hang out with everybody or
just try and (keep) everything
nice and cool and relaxed,” she
told Rolling Stone earlier this
year.

“But they were great peo-
ple; they were great friends.”

Fleetwood Mac was induct-
ed into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 1998, when at the
ceremony they played McVie’s
“Say You Love Me.”

The group’s many oth-
er hit singles included Nicks’
“Dreams,” Buckingham’s “Go
Your Own Way” and McVie’s
“Little Lies.” One of McVies
most beloved works, the
thoughtful ballad “Songbird,”

was a showcase for her in con-

cert and covered by Willie Nel-
son, among others.

The midtempo  rocker
“Don’t Stop,” inspired by the
end of her marriage, would
gain unexpected political rele-
vance when Bill Clinton adopt-
ed the song — and its “Don’t
stop thinking about tomor-
row” refrain — as a theme to
his 1992 presidential run.

The band, which had essen-
tially stopped making albums
at the time, reunited to perform
at his inauguration gala.

McVie’s two marriages,
to John McVie and Eduardo
Quintela, both ended in di-
vorce. Her boyfriends included
the Beach Boys’ Dennis Wilson,
about whom she wrote “Only
Over You.”

McVie, born Christine Anne
Perfect in Bouth, Lancashire,
came from a musical family.
Her father was a violinist and
music teacher and her grandfa-
ther played organ at Westmin-
ster Abbey.

She had been playing piano
since childhood, but set aside
her classical training once she
heard early rock records by
Fats Domino and others.

While studying at the Mose-
ley School of Art, she befriend-
ed various members of Britain’s
emerging blues scene and, in
her 20s, joined the band Chick-
en Shack as a singer and piano
player.

Among the rival bands she
admired was Fleetwood Mac,
which then featured the talents
of blues guitarist Peter Green
along with the rhythm section
of Fleetwood and John McVie.

By 1970, she had joined
the group and married John
McVie.

Few bands succeeded so
well as Fleetwood Mac, which
has sold well over 100 million
records, against such long odds.

Rolling Stones’ 60th year
honored with UK coin

EVAN AGOSTINI e Associated Press

The Rolling Stones, from left, Ronnie Wood, Keith Richards, Mick Jag-
ger and Charlie Watts attend the opening night party for “Exhibition-

ism” in New York on Nov. 15, 2016.

Associated Press

They want money — that’s
what they want, that’s what
they want. Well, now the Roll-
ing Stones can say they’re also
ON money, the face of a new
collectible coin issued by Brit-
ain’s Royal Mint to celebrate
the band’s 60th anniversary.

The new S5-pound ($6.04)
coin features a silhouette image

b
—

of the iconic band perform-
ing — frontman Mick Jagger,
guitarists Keith Richards and
Ronnie Wood, and the late
drummer Charlie Watts —
as well as the band’s name in
what is described as their clas-
sic 1973 font. The mint said it
was one of the last coins of the
year to be released bearing the
image of Queen Elizabeth II.
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Mistrial declared in actor Danny
Masterson’s rape trial

By BRIAN MELLEY and
ANDREW DALTON
Associated Press

A judge declared a mistrial
Wednesday at the rape trial of
“That *70s Show” actor Dan-
ny Masterson after jurors, who
were leaning strongly toward
acquitting him, were dead-
locked following the month-
long trial in which the Church
of Scientology played a sup-
porting role.

Masterson, 46, was charged
in Los Angeles Superior Court
with the rape of three women,
including a former girlfriend,
in his Hollywood Hills home
between 2001 and 2003. He
pleaded not guilty and his law-
yer said the acts were all con-
sensual.

All three women were mem-
bers of the church at the time,
and Masterson remains one.

“I find the jurors hopeless-
ly deadlocked,” Judge Char-
laine Olmedo declared after
inquiring whether there was
anything the court could do to
move them closer to reaching a
unanimous decision. She set a
March date for a retrial.

Olmedo had ordered jurors
to take Thanksgiving week off
and keep deliberating after they
said on Nov. 18 that they could
not reach a consensus.

The jury began deliberations
anew Monday after two alter-
nates replaced jurors who had
COVID-19.

Jurors said they had vot-
ed seven times Tuesday and
Wednesday without being able
to reach consensus on any of
the three counts.

The jury foreman said only
two jurors voted for conviction
on the first count, four voted
for conviction on the second
count and five voted to convict
on the third count.

The result was a serious set-
back for prosecutors, and for
the three women who said they
were seeking long overdue jus-
tice.

Two of the alleged victims
in the case issued a statement
saying they were disappointed
“Masterson has evaded crim-
inal accountability for his de-
plorable acts. However, we are
collectively resolved to contin-
ue our fight for justice.”

Two of the women and
the husband of one are suing
Masterson, the Church of Sci-
entology, its leader David Mis-
cavige and others for allegedly
stalking, harassing and intim-
idating them after they sought
to expose Masterson.

Masterson left court with
his wife, actor and model Bijou

: :1‘ :._ = |
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Actor Danny Masterson leaves Los Angeles superior Court with his wife Bijou Phillips after a judge declared a
mistrial in his rape case in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022. Jurors said they were hopelessly dead-
locked at the trial of “That “70s Show” actor.

Phillips, without speaking to
reporters.

The proceedings took place
amid a flurry of cases on both
coasts with #MeToo connota-
tions, including the Los Ange-
les trial of Harvey Weinstein
just down the hall from Mas-
terson’s.

In New York, Kevin Spacey
won a sexual misconduct law-
suit brought by actor Anthony
Rapp in New York, and a jury
ordered director and screen-
writer Paul Haggis to pay $10
million in a civil case there.

But at the Masterson trial, as
at the Haggis trial, #MeToo im-
plications were largely eclipsed
by the specter of Scientology,
despite the judge’s insistence
that the church not become a
de facto defendant.

Deputy District Attorney
Reinhold Mueller said the
church had tried to silence the
women and that was the reason
it took two decades for the case
to get to trial.

Masterson attorney Phil-
ip Cohen said the church was
mentioned 700 times during
trial and argued that it became
an excuse for the prosecution’s
failure to build a believable case
against Masterson, a promi-
nent Scientologist.

Judge bemoans bike hazard
in ‘Gone Girl’ actor’s death

VICTORIA WILL e Outlet

Actor Lisa Banes poses for photos in Park City, Utah, on Jan. 26, 2015.
A judge decried New York City’s problems with electric and gas-pow-
ered bikes on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022.

By LARRY NEUMEISTER
Staff Writer

A judge decried New York
City’s problems with electric
and gas-powered bikes on
Wednesday as he sentenced
the electric scooter rider who
crashed into “Gone Girl” actor
Lisa Banes to one to three years
in prison for his manslaughter
conviction.

Brian Boyd, 27, was led
away in handcuffs after sen-
tencing in Manhattan state
court by Judge Gregory Car-
ro in the death of Banes. She
was struck by the scooter Boyd
operated as she crossed a mid-
town Manhattan street in June
2021. She died 10 days later at
a hospital.

Carro said Boyd sped
through a red light, struck
Banes and fled to a bike shop,

where he drank a beer.

The judge said the city “has
a problem” with the motorized
bikes and he wants drivers of
unregistered and unlicensed
bikes to know they can go to
jail when they do harm.

Traffic fatalities have been
on the rise in the city. Trans-
portation Alternatives, an ad-
vocacy group for safer streets,
found that they rose 44 per-
cent in New York City during
the first three months of 2022,
with pedestrians accounting
for 29 of the 59 dead. The
study found that Manhattan
experienced a 120 percent in-
crease compared with the same
period in 2021.

Before Carro announced
the sentence Wednesday, Boyd
said he was “extremely sorry.”

The sentence was consistent
with an agreement.
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‘Everything Everywhere All at
Once’ wins at Gotham Awards

ALLYSON RIGGS via A24 FILMS e Associated Press

This image released by A24 Films shows, from left, Stephanie Hsu, Michelle Yeoh and Ke Huy Quan in a scene
from, “Everything Everywhere All At Once.”

By JAKE COYLE

Associated Press

“Everything Everywhere All
at Once” won best feature at
the 32nd Gotham Awards on
Monday, taking one of the first
major prizes of Hollywood’s
awards season and boosting
the Oscar hopes of the anarchic
indie hit of the year.

Also taking an award for his
work on the film was Ke Huy
Quan, the “Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom” child star
who made a lauded comeback
in “Everything Everywhere All
at Once” and won for best sup-
porting actor.

“This time last year, all I was
hoping for was a job,” said an
emotional Quan who had near-
ly given up acting before land-
ing his role in the film. “For the
first time in a very long time, I
was given a second chance.”

The Gotham Awards, held
annually at Cipriani Wall
Street, serve as a downtown
celebration of independent film
and an unofficial kickoff of the
long marathon of ceremonies,
cocktail parties and campaign-
ing that lead up to the Academy
Awards in March.

Presented by the Gotham
Film & Media Institute, the
Gothams last year heaped
awards on Maggie Gyllenhaal’s
“The Lost Daughter” while
also, with an award for Troy
Kotsur, starting “CODA” on
its way to best picture.

But aside from any possi-
ble influence, the Gothams are
also just a star-studded party
that gets the industry back into
the awards-season swing. Last
year’s ceremony was the first
fully in-person award show
for many after a largely virtual
2020-2021 pandemic-marred
season.

This year, the Gothams were
held amid mounting concern

over the tepid box-office results
for many of the top awards
contenders. Though moviego-
ing has recovered much of the
ground it lost during the pan-
demic, adult audiences have
inconsistently materialized in
theaters this fall.

But in feting “Everything
Everywhere All at Once,” the
metaverse-skipping action ad-
venture directed by Daniel
Kwan and Daniel Scheiner, the
filmmaking duo known as “the
Daniels,” the Gothams selected
an unlikely runaway success.
Released in March, “Every-
thing Everywhere All at Once”
made more than $100 million
worldwide against a $14 mil-
lion budget, making it A24’
highest grossing film.

The warm affection for
the absurdist film now has it
poised to potentially play un-
derdog at the Oscars. The film
also recently led nominations
to the Film Independent Spirit
Awards.

“This movie has been cele-
brated by the Asian American
community, by the immigrant
community, by people with
weird brains, people who are
overwhelmed or sad,” said
Scheiner accepting the award
with his filmmaking partner.
“This award is for you guys.
Your stories matter. You mat-
ter.”

While the Gothams are
known for exalting the hard-
scrabble pursuit of lower bud-
get filmmaking, one of its many
tribute awards went to another
box-office force in Adam San-
dler.

The 56-year-old actor-co-
median, who this year starred
in the well-received Netflix bas-
ketball drama-comedy “Hus-
tle,” provided the night’s most
raucous speech, after an intro-
duction by “Uncut Gems” film-
makers Josh and Benny Safdie.

Sandler, explaining that he
had been too busy to prepare
remarks, claimed his speech
was written by his two daugh-
ters. His career, as he read, was
launched with two guiding
principles: “People in prison
need movies, too,” and: “TBS
needs content.”

The Gotham award, San-
dler read, “means a lot to him
seeing as most of the awards
on his trophy shelf are shaped
like popcorn buckets, blimps
or fake mini Oscars that say
Father of the Year which he
sadly purchased himself while
wandering in a self-pitying
fog through the head shops of
Time’s Square.”

The Gothams give gender
neutral acting awards, which
meant that some awards fa-
vorites this year that wouldn’t
normally be head-to-head, like
Brendan Fraser (“The Whale™)
and Cate Blanchett (“Tar”),
were up against each other.
Todd Fields’ “Tar” starring
Blanchett as a renowned con-
ductor, came into the Gothams
with a leading five nominations
and went home with an award
for Fields’ screenplay.

“Till” star Danielle Dead-
wyler ultimately prevailed in
the crowded lead acting catego-
ry. Deadwyler, who plays Ma-
mie Till-Bradley in the piercing
drama, wasn’t able to attend
the ceremony. “Till” director
Chinonye Chukwu accepted on
her behalf.

Deadwyler’s win should
add momentum to her Oscar
chances, as should the award
for Quan, who is best known as
the child star of “The Goonies”
and “Temple of Doom.”

The breakthrough director
award went to Charlotte Wells
for “Aftersun,” the Scottish
filmmaker’s tender, devastating
debut about a father (Paul Mes-
cal) and daughter.
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evated levels of kindness?

During the holiday season,
people are so consumed by the
thoughts of buying presents
and what they can purchase for
friends.

In addition to Christmas, se-
cret Santa and white elephant
parties are common, adding
more purchases to the nev-
er-ending list. In the back burner
of our minds, it’s always “where
can I score the best deals?” and
“what gift speaks to them?”

As someone who enjoys giv-
ing my friends and family gifts
that they will love, this year has
been different.

Being a college student, my
budget has been tight and I re-
alized that participating in all
those side parties would tank my
bank account.

I don’t like getting gifts if
I can’t give them in return; it
makes me feel like a bad person.

Therefore, I made the tough
decision to not participate in
any of them (although I'm still
planning on attending because I
easily contract EO.M.O.)

At first, T felt a bit down
since one of my favorite parts

of the season is seeing their ex-
cited expressions. Being home
for Thanksgiving and hearing
friend’s wishlists made me ache
to go broke.

However, these conversa-
tions were easily passed as we
started to catch up on what hap-
pened during our semesters.

This moment made me real-
ize that spending time with the
ones I love is the best gift I could
give to them.

Attending college out of
state, I don’t go home often to
see family and with majority of
my friends at colleges around
the midwest, it’s a rarity to see
them as well.

Whether it’s having a game
night with my friends or sitting
around the dinner table with my
family, sharing conversations
and quality time is the cheapest,
yet most valuable present.

This year, while you’re con-
templating if your wishlist will
be fulfilled, take my grandma’s
advice and become a GP this
year.

It’s the gift that keeps on giv-
ing the whole year.

responsible!

Nation apart.
We need to show

solve this problem.

MEN! We need to be more

Every unexpected pregnancy,
and abortions are caused
by us and it is hurting
people and tearing our

compassion, discipline
and commitment to stop
the destruction and help

Listoptions@gmail.com

PT Hours in the
Mankato area. 5-20
hours a week.
$13-15/hour
starting, raise upon
completion of
training/orientation
requirements.

Shifts are 2-4 hours
(generally) in length.
Experience not
required; will train.
Must be willing to
learn. Generally no

Staff is matched with clients based on staff
availability.Very flexible scheduling. Positions
include independent living skills instructors,
housekeeping, and social companions.

holidays are required.

SCAN & APPLY
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Idrhomecare.com
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