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A new informational platform, 
The Fountain, was launched at 
Minnesota State for faculty and 
staff members.

Searching for information about 
events on campus can be stressful 
for staff and faculty members, who 
receive a number of emails from 
students daily.

“It’s a place for all of the news, 
information and events that faculty 
and staff need here at the universi-
ty,” said Assistant Director of Com-
munications and Special Events 
Jennifer Besel. 

Besel said MSU has never had 
anything similar to The Fountain. 
All communications about import-
ant events or news had been com-
ing through email.

“So this was an opportunity for 
us to find a way to streamline some 
of that to make it accessible and 
searchable for our employees here 
on campus,” said Besel.

According to Besel, the team 
looked at various options to name 
the platform. Bezel said The Foun-
tain has a lot of reasons to be called 
this way.

“But of course, the fountain out-

side is the center of our campus,” 
said Besel. “And so the fountain on 
the SharePoint became sort of the 
center of our campus communica-
tions.”

An icon with a direct link was 
installed in their computers for 
employees to access The Fountain. 
The Fountain is based on Share-
Point, which is connected to the 
Microsoft ecosystem. 

Thus, faculty and staff members 
can access the platform anytime 
from their personal devices, too. 

“All faculty and staff computers 
have an icon right on the desktop 
that is a direct link to The Foun-
tain,” said Besel. “But yes, if they 
wanted to get it on any of their 
mobile devices, there’s a SharePoint 
app that they can download. They 
just sign in with their StarID and 
password like they would on their 

desktop.”
The Fountain team is working 

on adding more university internal 
information to the platform. Besel 
said her goal is to make this infor-
mation easily accessible through 
the phone. 

The team also recognizes the 
amounts of emails students receive 
and discusses the possibility of cre-
ating a similar platform for all stu-
dents.

“We do see the potential here 
for this kind of platform to be avail-
able for students as well because we 
know they get a lot of emails, too,” 
said Besel. “We’re in the very begin-
ning stages of talking about how 
that could work.”

Besel encourages employees to 
learn about the platform and leave 
feedback for further development.

“We’re asking them to ‘dip in’ 
daily or ‘splash around’ and learn 
the platform,” said Besel. “There is, 
right on the front part of it, a button 
that asks for feedback, and if they 
have any feedback, they’re more 
than welcome to share that with 
us and the team. We’re looking at 
those and making regular adjust-
ments to what’s on there to try to 
make this the most useful tool we 
can.”

By AMALIA SHARAF
Staff Writer

Faculty dives into their new tool, The Fountain

DOMINIC BOTHE DOMINIC BOTHE • The Reporter• The Reporter

The Fountain is a new way to recieve information about campus news and can be The Fountain is a new way to recieve information about campus news and can be 
a useful tool to search for information on campus. a useful tool to search for information on campus. 

Minnesota State students see 
photos of Stomper everywhere 
on campus. However, Stomper’s 
knowledge extends beyond cam-
pus into Stadium Laundry, Laun-
dry Max and The Washboard.

Crystal Watts, Interim Assistant 
Director for Community Engage-
ment, had participated in the Little 
Red Bookshelf program that was 
run by the United Way back home 
in Marshall, Minnesota.

“They had forty locations where 
they had installed bookcases in 
laundromats, specifically, and then 
other small businesses. And it was 
just a recognition that children 
have to occupy the same spaces that 
grown-ups do, but there might not 
be anything in those spaces geared 
toward their needs,” Watts said.

When Watts moved down to 
Mankato to begin her graduate 
studies, she noticed a lack of mate-
rial for kids to read at laundromats.

“I noticed that there wasn’t any 
intentional spaces. If there were 
spaces for children, they were very 
small or full of toys that had been 
loved on; and the books that were 
there, if there were any, were very 
well loved,” Watts said.

Watts approached this as a chal-
lenge for students at Minnesota 
State to recreate something simi-

lar to what she had done with the 
United Way back in Marshall. 

wShe proposed the idea to the 
Mavs in Action team, which over-
sees student volunteer opportuni-
ties. 

Joe Roeser, current Sigma Nu 

President, expressed interest in 
Watts’ idea. Watts and Sigma Nu 
started creating ideas for how 
Stomper’s Bookcase would work 
and asked for the support of the 
United Way.

“It took over a year to get it go-

ing, and so it was really intimidat-
ing at first. But bits and pieces at a 
time, we figured out what we want-
ed to do and slowly but truly got it 
going,” Roeser said.

Sigma Nu carefully sorts 

By TRACY
SWARTZENDRUBER
Staff Writer

Stomper’s bookcase provides books in laundromats

Courtesy Crystal WattsCourtesy Crystal Watts
Members of Sigma Nu pose by one of the bookshelves that are a part of Stomper’s Bookcase. The project was spearheaded by Members of Sigma Nu pose by one of the bookshelves that are a part of Stomper’s Bookcase. The project was spearheaded by 
Interim Assistant Director for Community Engagement Crystal Watts. Interim Assistant Director for Community Engagement Crystal Watts. 

Medical emergencies ar-
en’t always convenient. When 
Student Health Services closes 
and students need help, the 
campus EMTs are able to ad-
dress student’s needs. 

Campus Security Super-
visor Aaron Mumford said 
EMTs responded to over 115 
incidences last academic year. 
He said EMTs responded to 
emergencies ranging from a 
cut finger to those experienc-
ing a panic attack to someone 
thinking they were having a 
heart attack.

Mumford said he views 
MSU and the EMT program 
as part of the campus commu-
nity. 

“The university is a com-
munity just like Mankato is 
a community and anything 
that you would see or expect 
in Mankato, you should see it 
expected on campus as well,” 
Mumford said.

Beyond responding to 
campus emergencies, students 
can find themselves helping 
others out through the EMT 
program. 

While there is no EMT 
study at Minnesota State, 
South Central College (SCC) 
in North Mankato offers the 
study as a part of their para-
medic program. However, stu-
dents have to be registered at 
MSU to be considered for the 
program. 

“The EMTS I typically see 
are coming to us from the mil-
itary or they earned their cer-
tification already because they 
were a CNA in their profession 
or got a job after high school,” 
Mumford said. 

EMT training is expect-
ed when students come in 
for an interview. SCC’s EMT 
program is worth seven cred-
its and can be finished in a 
semester. Students are also 
required to take tests through 
the Minnesota Emergency 
Medical Service Regulatory 
Board (EMSRB) and the Na-
tional Registry Board. Once 
students have obtained their 
EMT certification, students 
can reach out to university se-
curity for an interview. 

Like other student jobs on 
campus, employees can only 
work up to 20 hours a week. 
Mumford said a typical shift 
starts at 4 p.m. and lasts until 

By EMMA JOHNSON
Editor in Chief

EMT 
program 
provides help 
and
knowledge
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Kathleen Maxwell has lived in 
Phoenix for more than 20 years, 
but this summer was the first time 
she felt fear, as daily high tempera-
tures soared to 110 degrees or hot-
ter and kept it up for a record-shat-
tering 31 consecutive days.

“It’s always been really hot 
here, but nothing like this past 
summer,” said Maxwell, 50, who 
last week opened her windows 
for the first time since March and 
walked her dog outdoors for the 
first time since May. 

“I was seriously scared. Like, 
what if this doesn’t end and this is 
how it’s going to be?”

Maxwell blames climate 
change, and she’s not alone.

New polling from The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research indicates 
that extreme weather, including a 
summer that brought dangerous 
heat for much of the United States, 
is bolstering Americans’ belief that 
they’ve personally felt the impact 
of climate change.

About 9 in 10 Americans 
(87%) say they have experienced 
at least one extreme weather event 
in the past five years — includ-
ing drought, extreme heat, severe 
storms, wildfires or flooding — up 
from 79% who said that just a few 
months ago in April. 

And about three-quarters of 
those believe climate change is at 

least partly to blame.
In total, 64% of U.S. adults say 

both that they’ve recently experi-
enced extreme weather and that 
they believe it was caused at least 
partially by climate change, up 
from 54% in April. 

And about 65% say climate 
change will have or already has 
had a major impact in their life-
time.

This summer’s heat might be a 
big factor: About three-quarters of 
Americans (74%) say they’ve been 
affected by extremely hot weather 
or extreme heat waves in the last 
five years, up from 55% in April — 
and of those, 92% said they’ve had 
that experience just in the past few 
months.

GREGORY BULL GREGORY BULL • • The Associated Press

Wildfires fueled by climate 
change have ravaged communi-
ties from Maui to the Mediterra-
nean this summer, killing many 
people, exhausting firefighters 
and fueling demand for new solu-
tions. Enter artificial intelligence.

Firefighters and startups are 
using AI-enabled cameras to scan 
the horizon for signs of smoke. A 
German company is building a 
constellation of satellites to detect 
fires from space. And Microsoft is 
using AI models to predict where 
the next blaze could be sparked.

With wildfires becoming larg-
er and more intense as the world 

warms, firefighters, utilities and 
governments are scrambling to 
get ahead of the flames by tap-
ping into the latest AI technolo-
gy — which has stirred both fear 
and excitement for its potential to 
transform life. While increasingly 
stretched first responders hope AI 
offers them a leg up, humans are 
still needed to check that the tech 
is accurate.

California’s main firefight-
ing agency this summer started 
testing an AI system that looks 
for smoke from more than 1,000 
mountaintop camera feeds and is 
now expanding it statewide. The 
system is designed to find “abnor-
malities.” 

GREGORY BULL GREGORY BULL • • The Associated Press

Sweat covers the face of Juan Carlos Biseno after dancing to music from his headphones as afternoon temperatures reach Sweat covers the face of Juan Carlos Biseno after dancing to music from his headphones as afternoon temperatures reach 
115 degrees Fahrenheit (46.1 Celsius), July 19, 2023, in Calexico, Calif.115 degrees Fahrenheit (46.1 Celsius), July 19, 2023, in Calexico, Calif.

Falco Kuester, a researcher at ALERTCalifornia, a program run by the Univer-Falco Kuester, a researcher at ALERTCalifornia, a program run by the Univer-
sity of California San Diego, looks at imagery of firefighters at a fire.sity of California San Diego, looks at imagery of firefighters at a fire.

More Americans are seeing climate 
change as the culprit after summer

Artificial intelligence my be the 
solution to fighting wildfires

By TAMMY WEBBER and 
LINLEY SANDERS
The Associated Press

By KELVIN CHAN
The Associated Press

5 a.m.
“They’ll check out all the 

campus AEDs. The campus has 
first aid boxes as well and they’ll 
check those and make sure they’re 
stocked. Then the rest of that time 
they wear a pager and then if some-
thing comes up, they’re paged,” 
Mumford said. “They’re only on 
duty where they are actively out 
and about.”

Mumford said recruitment for 
the EMT program has been diffi-
cult since COVID-19.

“There hasn’t been a need for 
EMTs to go to a four-year institu-
tion after getting either their EMT 
certification or completing their 
whole paramedic program, be-
cause typically a lot of them could 
find a job right away where they 
can make $30 an hour and go right 
into the field,” Mumford said. 

Mumford said a lot of his pre-
vious EMTS were nursing students 
or pre-med majors looking to grow 
patient contacts.

“(The students) didn’t just pick 
these things up. They kind of knew 
what they were doing when they 

left high school, so they got their 
registration beforehand and just 
jumped right into it,” Mumford 
said. 

Mumford said the program is 
helpful for students looking to gain 
experience.

“It’s different than being an 
EMT on an ambulance service 
because you’re kind of dealing 
with a certain subset of our popu-
lation which is the 18 to 24-year-
old crowd. You’re not dealing with 
geriatric or child emergencies,” 
Mumford said. “You’re still getting 
your feet wet to ease yourself into 
the profession.”

Mumford said the certification, 
while a lot of work, is worthwhile in 
helping students better understand 
their community. 

“It really punches through em-
pathy. It’s being able to see your pa-
tient on a whole different level kind 
of out outside of the confines of the 
hospital, out in the middle of the 
street area, on the scene. It just kind 
of gets you used to dealing with 
people at what might be considered 
their worst,” Mumford said. 

EMTEMT from page 1from page 1

through the over 500 donated 
books, selecting the ones that they 
believe that kids would most ap-
preciate and that caregivers would 
find most helpful for them.

“We’ll sanitize all the books, 
clean them off, check in the pages 
to make sure that there is nothing 
inappropriate at all in it, any pro-
fanity whatsoever,” Roeser said.

With so many different books, 
Roeser said they will change up 
books depending on the time of 
year.

“We do seasonal stuff too, like 
put some Christmas books in 
there, other holidays that we will 
throw in there around that holiday 
time,” Roeser said.

Sigma Nu currently oversees 
the bookcases at three laundro-
mats, but it took various part-
nerships to get the project off the 
floor. 

Greater Mankato United 
Way oversaw the project. Lloyd 
Lumber donated the material for 
building the bookcases, as well 
as built the bookcases for free. 
Members of Sigma Nu painted the 
bookcases. 

A month after beginning their 

project, Sigma Nu was able to re-
ceive feedback from one mother 
at the laundromat as the fraternity 
members walked in the door.

“We saw about two or three 
kids around the bookshelf, and 
I remember talking with their 
mom as we were restocking them. 
She was like ‘this is a great idea. It’s 
better than them staring at tab-
lets, iPhones, iPads, all that stuff.’ 
It’s getting them reading,” Roeser 
said.

Sigma Nu has requested books 
that fit the age range of the kids 
most likely to take advantage of 
these books: pre-K through third 
grade. 

Furthermore, the fraternity has 
sought to seek out books that are 
multi-culturally sensitive. As of 
now, they have been able to access 
many books in Spanish print.

Roeser went on to explain the 
significance of brand new books 
over used ones.

“You can put a brand new book 
and a torn up book next to each 
other, and your kid will probably 
take the new book. Right? The fact 
that they’re nice, they’re glossy, 
they’re super shiny. It makes it 
more attractive for the kids to look 

at,” Roeser said.
The vision for the future is 

to continue expanding Stomp-
er’s Bookcase to more locations, 
branching out from the three 
laundromats that are currently 
serviced by Sigma Nu. 

To support expansion, Sigma 
Nu is eager to partner with other 
student groups, some of which 
have requirements of community 
service for their members.

“I think it is important to stress 
the importance of community 
partnerships. Sometimes it takes 
many hands and many minds to 
put something like this togeth-
er, and for students that can be a 
really daunting task. You have a 
dream in mind that you want to 
pursue, but you don’t know who 
to start with… So, the partner-
ships is a huge stress for us on 
that,” Watts said.

Watts encouraged those in-
terested in supporting Sigma Nu 
in its Stomper’s Bookcase proj-
ect to reach out to her at crystal.
watts.2@mnsu.edu with a request 
to sign up for the Community En-
gagement Office newsletter. 

LIBRARYLIBRARY from page 1from page 1
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It’s a Monday in September, 
but with schools closed, the three 
children in the Pruente household 
have nowhere to be. Callahan, 13, 
contorts herself into a backbend as 
7-year-old Hudson fiddles with a 
balloon and 10-year-old Keegan 
plays the piano.

Like a growing number of stu-
dents around the U.S., the Pruente 
children are on a four-day school 
schedule, a change instituted this 
fall by their district in Indepen-
dence, Missouri.

To the kids, it’s terrific. “I have 
a three-day break of school!” ex-
claimed Hudson.

But their mom, Brandi Pru-
ente, who teaches French in a 
neighboring district in suburban 
Kansas City, is frustrated to find 
herself hunting for activities to 
keep her kids entertained and off 
electronics while she works five 
days a week.

“I feel like I’m back in the 
COVID shutdown,” she said.

Hundreds of school systems 
around the country have adopted 
four-day weeks in recent years, 
mostly in rural and western parts 
of the U.S. Districts cite cost sav-
ings and advantages for teacher 
recruitment, although some have 
questioned the effects on students 
who already missed out on signifi-
cant learning during the pandem-
ic.

For parents, there also is the 
added complication, and cost, of 
arranging child care for that ex-
tra weekday. While surveys show 
parents approve overall, support 
wanes among those with younger 
children.

On this Monday, Brandi Pru-
ente was home because Hudson 
had a mysterious rash on his arm. 
Most weeks, her oldest would be 
in charge, with occasional help 
from grandparents. 

She has no interest in paying 

for the child care option the dis-
trict is offering for $30 per day. 
Multiplied by several kids, it adds 
up.

“I want my kids in an edu-
cational environment,” she said, 
“and I don’t want to pay for some-
body to babysit them.”

Even then, the district-provid-
ed child care isn’t as convenient 
because it’s not in every school. 
And in other four-day districts, 
so many parents adjust their work 
schedule or enlist family to help 
that the day care has been discon-
tinued because of low enrollment.

That is especially concerning 
for parents of younger kids and 
those whose disabilities can make 
finding child care an extra chal-
lenge.

In more than 13,000 school 
districts nationwide, nearly 900 
operate on a truncated schedule, 
up from 662 in 2019 and a little 
more than 100 in 1999, said Paul 
Thompson, an associate professor 
of economics at Oregon State Uni-
versity.

The practice has taken off 
mostly in rural communities, 
where families often have a stay-
at-home parent or nearby grand-
parent. 

But Independence, known best 
for its ties to President Harry Tru-
man, is anything but rural, with 
14,000 students, including around 
70% who are eligible for govern-
ment-subsidized meals.

The district offers meals on 
Mondays, but not at every school. 
Starting in October, struggling 
students will be able to attend 
school on Mondays for extra help. 
Superintendent Dale Herl said 
discussions with officials at other 
districts convinced him parents 
will figure out child care for the 
other students.

“You have to go back and look, 
you know, what do parents do 
during the summertime? What 
do they do over, you know, spring 
break or Christmas break?” he 
said, adding that schools already 

had weekdays off for occasions 
such as teacher conferences.

In Missouri, the number of 
districts routinely getting three-
day weekends has more than 
doubled since the pandemic hit, 
from 12% to 30%. Some Missou-
ri lawmakers have pushed back, 
arguing students need more time 
with teachers.

 One failed legislative proposal 
would have let students in four-
day districts transfer or attend 
private schools, with their home 
districts picking up the tab.

Some turn to a shortened 
schedule to save money. An analy-
sis by the Economic Commission 
of the States found such savings 
were modest, totaling 0.4% to 
2.5% of their annual budgets.

For many school systems in-
cluding Independence, which 
lengthened the other four school 
days, the hope is to boost teacher 
recruitment and retention. Some 
school systems making the switch 
are competing against districts 
that are able to pay up to $15,000 
more, with just 15 minutes added 
to the commute, said Jon Turner, 
a Missouri State University associ-
ate professor of education.

But when one district switch-
es to a shortened school week, it 
gains a recruiting advantage over 
the others.

Other districts soon follow, 
making shortened schedules a 
“Band-Aid” solution with dimin-
ishing returns, Missouri Commis-
sioner of Education Margie Van-
deven said.

“If everybody becomes a four-
day school week,” she said, “that is 
no longer a recruitment strategy.”

In some communities, a four-
day week is better for families. In 
the Turner district in north-cen-
tral Montana, taking Fridays off 
avoids situations such as basket-
ball games played at districts three 
or more hours away that leave 
only a small number of students 
at school, Superintendent Tony 
Warren said.

NICK INGRAM NICK INGRAM • • The Associated Press
A tentative agreement be-

tween striking screenwriters and 
Hollywood studios offers some 
hope that the industry’s dual 
walkouts may soon be over. But 
when will your favorite shows re-
turn?

Well, it’s complicated. First, 
the agreement needs to pass 
two key votes — one involving 
the boards of the screenwriters 
union, followed by a vote by the 
11,500 members themselves.

Then there’s the fact that 
65,000 film and television actors 
remain on strike.

 That work stoppage will pre-
vent many projects from return-
ing to normal. Certain paused 
productions such as “Deadpool 
3,” “Yellowjackets” and the next 
film from Quentin Tarantino 

will still have to wait on actors to 
reach a deal with studios.

WHEN IS ‘JIMMY KIMMEL 
LIVE’ COMING BACK? 

Once the contract is approved, 
work will resume more quick-
ly for some writers than others. 
Late-night talk shows were the 
first to be affected when the strike 
began, and they may be among 
the first to return to air now. 

NBC’s “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon,” ABC’s 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” and “The 
Late Show With Stephen Colbert” 
on CBS could come back within 
days.

They will return with a guest 
shortage, however. The actors 
strike limits promotio

nal appearances that are the 
lifeblood of late-night shows.

“Saturday Night Live” might 
be able to return for its 49th sea-
son. 

CHRIS PIZZELLOCHRIS PIZZELLO• • The Associated Press

Hudson, 7, left, Callahan, 13, middle, and Keegan Pruente, 10, right, stand outside their school on their first Monday home Hudson, 7, left, Callahan, 13, middle, and Keegan Pruente, 10, right, stand outside their school on their first Monday home 
during the new four-day school week on Monday, Sept. 11, 2023, in Independence, Mo.during the new four-day school week on Monday, Sept. 11, 2023, in Independence, Mo.

A tentative agreement between striking screenwriters and Hollywood studios A tentative agreement between striking screenwriters and Hollywood studios 
offers some hope that the industry’s dual strikes may be over soon. offers some hope that the industry’s dual strikes may be over soon. 

Parent struggle as more schools are 
adopting 4-day school weeks 

Fan favorites may be back soon 
as writer strike is almost over

By HEATHER 
HOLLINGSWORTH
The Associated Press

By ANDREW DALTON
The Associated Press
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Pulse “What’s your favorite book you’ve read?”

Compiled by Brice Nyiringabo

ABDOULAYE HAMAT 
MBAYE,

SOPHOMORE

“Le Rouge Et Le by Stendhal.”

MICHAEL WERNER,
GRAD STUDENT

“Jurassic Park by Michael 
Crichton.”

HUSSEIN SEKE,
JUNIOR

“A Game of Thrones by George 
R. R. Martin.”

MONICA SHRESTHA,
SOPHOMORE

“Pride and Predice by Jane 
Austin”

ZOE GORAH,
JUNIOR

“Last Dance by Carmen Agra”

AHMED KHALED 
ALHAMDI,

SOPHOMORE

“Civil War.”

 I went 17 years not having 
a clue what type 1 diabetes is. 
I didn’t know how it affected 
people, why it mattered and 
simply never felt the need to 
care. In 10th grade biology, 
we had a chapter about diabe-
tes and the critical role of the 
pancreas and what insulin 
and blood sugar all meant. I 
decided to be the classic high 
school guy that pretended to 
listen as it went in one ear 
and out the other as I count-
ed down the minutes for the 
dreadfully long class period 
to be over. 

I was ignorant and felt it 
didn’t matter to me. I didn’t 
have this weird disease nor 
did I ever think I would have 
any reason to be knowledge-
able about it. 

Then about a year and a 
half later, I lost 30 pounds as 
my body ate away at all the fat 
I had in my already skinny 
build. It then started to affect 
my muscles and deteriorated 
my body until I was hospi-

talized. I was then told I have 
type 1 diabetes. 

An educator came into 
the room and asked me what 
I knew about this disease. I 
tried thinking back to biolo-
gy class, but I had nothing. 

I regretted dismissing the 
knowledge they tried teach-
ing me. I regretted the fact 
that I didn’t bat an eye at this 
disease until it affected me. I 
felt dumb, arrogant and real-
ized the importance of listen-
ing even if something does 
not affect you directly. 

I believe this disease needs 
more light shed on it. I feel it 

is such an invisible disease to 
the public eye and that is not 
right. I understand they teach 
you the bare minimum in 
class and that students should 
listen but often, they do not. 

This is a disease that could 
be fatal on any random day 
and if the people around 
you are not aware of how to 
help, it could end very badly. 
The harm your body can go 
through if undiagnosed can 
be very threatening and par-
ents and loved ones should 
always be aware of how to tell 
if their kid needs the medical 
attention that it takes. 

On the other hand, it af-
fects people in other ways. 
Diabetes costs are absurdly 
expensive. According to the 
Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, one of every 
four dollars in US health care 
costs are spent on caring for 
diabetes. According to the 
American Diabetes Associa-
tion, type one diabetics spend 

A Diabetic Talks: Why Awareness Matters

We can find ourselves getting swept up in the hectic day-to-day 
lifestyle, almost always consumed by technology. Whether for work, 
school or entertainment, we are glued to screens. There’s something 
special about stepping away for a few hours and getting lost in a good 
book. We should prioritize swapping screen time for curling up with 
a book of our choice. 

Unfortunately, school has made students associate reading with 
homework. While English is a necessary class, reading does not have 
to be something to dread. 

Reading books should be something we turn to as a way to wind 
down. Having assigned reading forces students to read books that 
might not interest them. Specific genres apply to different people, so 
there is truly something for everyone out there. Librarians are more 
than happy to help you find books based on your interests, so never 
be afraid to ask them for assistance.

Reading isn’t just a form of entertainment. There are several health 
benefits to gain from reading. Reading is a way for us to reduce our 
stress levels. 

When we find a book that we enjoy, it calms us down as we can 
forget what’s going on around us. Reading improves our brain func-
tion as it keeps us engaged. While some choose to read on a Kindle 
or a Nook, reading a physical book tells our brains it’s time to wind 
down. Reading before we go to sleep tells our brains to shut down 
and regulates our sleep cycle. 

Additionally, reading helps improve our social skills. Reading 
helps shape literacy skills such as improving our vocabulary. It can 
make us more eloquent when speaking and can improve our papers 
in school. 

Being exposed to authors of different backgrounds broadens our 
views and grows our sense of empathy. Reading makes us knowl-
edgeable as well. 

Our conversation skills are greatly improved the more we choose 
to read. With so many topics to read about, it helps us become better 
communicators. We are able to talk with a variety of people on nu-
merous topics the more we read. Whether it’s educational or for en-
tertainment, there’s always something to be discussed when it comes 
to books. 

We need to give our eyes a break from the harsh glare of blue light 
after consistently staring at phones and laptops all day. Books pro-
vide us with the opportunity to lose ourselves in another world and 
forget about our issues. When we find ourselves with a little extra 
free time, we should crack open a book for a while and take a break 
from the real world. 

The Benefits of 
Reading

Editorials represent the opinions of The Reporter editorial board. The opinions expressed 
here are not necessarily those of the college, university or student body.

Emma Johnson
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Variety Editor

Luke Jackson
News Editor

Lilly Anderson
Photo Editor

Hayden Lee
Sports Editor

Luke Jackson
News Editor
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301 BELGRADE AVENUE • NORTH MANKATO, MN 
507-625-9751

APPLY ONLINE AT SPINNERSMN.COM OR APPLY AT

PART-TIME
PREP COOK WANTED!

• 20 HRS./WEEK
• $14-16/HR. STARTING PAY
• NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

Los Alamos was the perfect 
spot for the U.S. government’s 
top-secret Manhattan Project.

Almost overnight, the ranch-
ing enclave on a remote plateau in 
northern New Mexico was trans-
formed into a makeshift home for 
scientists, engineers and young 
soldiers racing to develop the 
world’s first atomic bomb. Dirt 
roads were hastily built and tem-
porary housing came in the form 
of huts and tents as the outpost’s 
population ballooned.

The community is facing 
growing pains again, 80 years lat-
er, as Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory takes part in the nation’s 
most ambitious nuclear weapons 
effort since World War II. 

The mission calls for modern-
izing the arsenal with droves of 
new workers producing plutoni-
um cores — key components for 
nuclear weapons.

Some 3,300 workers have been 
hired in the last two years, with the 
workforce now topping more than 
17,270. 

Close to half of them commute 
to work from elsewhere in north-
ern New Mexico and from as far 
away as Albuquerque, helping to 

nearly double Los Alamos’ popu-
lation during the work week.

While advancements in tech-
nology have changed the way 
work is done at Los Alamos, some 
things remain the same for this 
company town. 

The secrecy and unwavering 
sense of duty that were woven into 
the community’s fabric during the 
1940s remain.

James Owen, the associate lab 
director for weapons engineer-
ing, has spent more than 25 years 
working in the nuclear weapons 
program.

“What we do is meaningful. 
This isn’t a job, it’s a vocation and 
there’s a sense of contribution that 
comes with that,” Owen said in 
an interview with The Associated 
Press following a rare tour of the 
facility where workers are prepar-
ing to piece together plutonium 
cores by hand. “The downside is 
we can’t tell people about all the 
cool things we do here.”

While the priority at Los Al-
amos is maintaining the nuclear 
stockpile, the lab also conducts a 
range of national security work 
and research in diverse fields of 
space exploration, supercomput-
ing, renewable energy and efforts 
to limit global threats from disease 
and cyberattacks.

The welcome sign on the way 
into town reads: “Where discover-
ies are made.”

The headline grabber, though, 
is the production of plutonium 
cores.

Lab managers and employees 
defend the massive undertaking 
as necessary in the face of global 
political instability. With most 
people in Los Alamos connected 
to the lab, opposition is rare.

But watchdog groups and 
non-proliferation advocates ques-
tion the need for new weapons 
and the growing price tag.

“For some time Los Alamo-
sans have seemed numbed out, 
very involved in superficial activ-
ities but there is a very big hole 
in the middle where thoughtful 
discourse might live,” Greg Mello, 
director of the Los Alamos Study 
Group, a nonprofit that has been 
challenging the lab over safety, se-
curity and budget concerns, said 
in an email.

Town officials are grappling 
with the effects of expansion at the 
lab, much like the military gener-
als who scrambled to erect the se-
cret city on the hill in 1943.

The labor market is stressed, 
housing is in short supply and 
traffic is growing.

Susan Montoya Bryan Susan Montoya Bryan • • The Associated Press

Oil prices have risen, meaning 
drivers are paying more for gas-
oline and truckers and farmers 
more for diesel.

The increase also complicates 
the global fight against inflation 
and feeds Russia’s war chest. That 
poses problems for politicians as 
well as the people having to spend 
more to get to work, transport the 
world’s goods or harvest fields.

Here are things to know about 
the recent increase — and where 
prices might be going:

WHY HAVE OIL PRICES 
RISEN? 

Above all, Saudi Arabia’s de-
cision to cut back how much oil 
it sends to global markets has 
pushed prices higher.

The world’s second-largest oil 
supplier has slashed production 
by 1 million barrels a day since 
July and decided this month to 
extend the cut through the end of 
the year.

Russia, Saudi Arabia’s ally in 
the OPEC+ oil producers’ coali-
tion, also extended its own cut of 
300,000 barrels a month through 
2023.

Simply, tighter supply means 
higher prices.

International benchmark 
Brent oil traded at just under $94 

per barrel Monday, up from $90 
before the extension on Sept. 5 
and from $74 before the Saudi cut 
was first announced. U.S. oil trad-
ed at around $90.50, up from $68 
before the Saudi cut.

HOW HIGH COULD OIL 
PRICES GO? 

Some analysts think oil could 
hit $100 a barrel based on robust 
demand and limited supply. But 
that’s far from the only view.

Oil prices can be volatile, and 
while they might briefly top $100 
in the coming months, they’re 
unlikely to stay there, said Jorge 
Leon, senior vice president for 
oil markets at Rystad Energy. He 
foresees prices in the low $90s on 
average in the last three months of 
the year.

That’s still high historically, he 
said, supported by “resilient” de-
mand for fuel to drive and fly.

The Saudi cuts were a unilat-
eral move outside the framework 
of the OPEC+ alliance, meaning 
the kingdom can make changes 
as needed to quickly respond to 
shifting market conditions.

Leon said the Saudis will re-
view the cuts each month — and 
could add barrels back if prices 
spike to levels that could seriously 
worsen inflation in countries buy-
ing oil. Excessive price increases 
could mean central banks world-
wide hike interest rates further or 
keep them higher for longer.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI DAVID ZALUBOWSKI • • The Associated Press

A sign marks a roadside rest stop that has been made to look like the historic security gate that all Manhattan Project A sign marks a roadside rest stop that has been made to look like the historic security gate that all Manhattan Project 
workers passed through in Los Alamos, N.M., on June 26, 2023.workers passed through in Los Alamos, N.M., on June 26, 2023.

The prices of the various grades of gasoline available are displayed electronical-The prices of the various grades of gasoline available are displayed electronical-
ly on a pump at a filling station on Sept. 18, 2023, in Newcastle, Wyoly on a pump at a filling station on Sept. 18, 2023, in Newcastle, Wyo

Los Alamos braces for biggest 
mission since the Manhattan Project

Rising oil prices helps Russia’s 
war to make gas prices rise

By SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN
The Associated Press

By DAVID McHUGH
The Associated Press

$16,752 dollars a year on 
medical expenditures. That is 
over double the average for non-
diabetics. 

If there was more awareness, 
a lot could change. People like 
myself may be more knowledge-
able when they are diagnosed 
and have a better understanding 
of how their life will be altered 
forever. People would also know 
how to help others in need when 
they need it and there may be 
more of an outcry for the gov-
ernment to help the ones that are 
spending so much of their hard 

earned money to simply survive. 
Although I spent this column 

talking about just type one dia-
betes, this message applies to ev-
erything and everyone. For me, 
I had to have a rude awakening 
to realize everyone’s problems 
matter. 

I didn’t have that understand-
ing when I was a young imma-
ture kid in biology class. I was 
more worried about class ending 
than being worried about what 
so many people go through on 
a daily basis. It is so important 
that people listen, understand 
and educate themselves about 

what others go through daily. 
Everyone has their own is-

sues and problems they face and 
I feel so many people don’t un-
derstand that. Awareness is such 
an important thing for everyone 
and I have made it a priority and 
goal of mine ever since my diag-
nosis to just pay attention. 

Something as little as listen-
ing can go a long way. 

Ask people how they are do-
ing, understand other cultures 
other than your own, if someone 
needs help, just simply help and 
always keep an open mind to-
wards everyone. 

COLUMNCOLUMN from page 4from page 4
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NOW HIRING: MANK ATONOW HIRING: MANK ATO

NOW HIRING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

WE PROVIDE YOU WITH THE TOOLS TO BECOME SUCCESSFUL. BECOME A BUS DRIVER TODAY!

PAID TRAINING

DRIVER INCENTIVES

COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING PROGRAM

NO PREVIOUS SCHOOL BUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

WE ARE HIRING
VARIOUS POSITIONS

AT OUR
RIVERFRONT DRIVE &

ADAMS STREET 
LOCATIONS

hyvee.com/careers

NOW HIRING:
SCAN & APPLY

ldrhomecare.com

PT Hours in the 
Mankato area. 5-20 
hours a week. 
$14.50-15.00/hour 
starting, raise upon 
completion of 
training/orientation 
requirements.

Staff is matched with clients based on staff 
availability. Very flexible scheduling. Positions 
include independent living skills instructors, 
housekeeping, and social companions.

Shifts are 2-4  hours 
(generally) in length. 
Experience not 
required; will train. 
Must be willing to 
learn. Generally no 
holidays are required.

• Weekend Availability  
 Required
• Day & Night Shifts

• Flexible Schedules
• Wages Vary by Position
• Fun Atmosphere & Team

NOW HIRING:NOW HIRING:
• Server
• Bartender
• Kitchen & Pizza Cook
•  Dishwasher
• Host

• Cashier
• Arcade Customer  
 Service
• Bowling Customer  
 Service

2030 Adams Street
507-625-2695
www.wowzonefec.com

(behind 
Hilltop 
HyVee)
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NOW HIRING: MANK ATONOW HIRING: MANK ATO

12 Civic Center Plaza #1675 • Mankato, MN 56001
theatomicstartavern.com

• Cooks
• Security
• Bartenders
• Servers

STOP IN & APPLY!

The Mental Health Worker (MHW) is 
responsible for the implementation of 

Horizon Homes, Inc. services as identified 
in the resident’s treatment plans. Having 

organizational skills as well as related work 
and/or personal experience is beneficial.

    

Hourly rate is based on previous experience, 
educational level, and work history. Health 

benefits package may be available for qualified 
full time positions, only; and, for part-time, 

PTO is pro-rated. (Resume is preferred
but optional; whereas the employment 

application paperwork is required. 
If you need additional information, please 

contact: info@horizonhomes.org.

NOW HIRING!
Mental Health Worker
Both Entry Level and Experienced

Horizon Homes, Inc.
825 S. Front St.
P.O. Box 3032

Mankato, MN 56002

www.horizonhomes.org

WE ARE HIRING
VARIOUS POSITIONS

AT OUR
RIVERFRONT DRIVE &

ADAMS STREET 
LOCATIONS

hyvee.com/careers
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Minnesota State Athletics offi-
cially unveiled a new Daktronics 
video board inside Taylor Center’s 
Bresnan Arena.

The $795,000 videoboard was 
unveiled to the viewers of the first 
home Maverick volleyball match 
Saturday, Sept. 16 when the Mavs 
took on the Winona State War-
riors. This was all made possible in 
part by a $400,000 lead gift pledge 
from Kelby Krabbenhoft. For his 
contributions, the “Krabbenhoft 
Family Video Board” is named in 
his honor. 

Apart from the video board, 
Bresnan Arena has integrated a 
new sound system. In partnership 
with AVI Systems, a $253,000 Bose 
ArenaMatch Loudspeaker system 
has replaced the arena’s existing 
sound system. These two additions 
round out a nearly $1.25 million 
project that took around 10 weeks 
to install.

“We are grateful about the in-
vestment that has been made to 
elevate the gameday experience 
for our fans, student-athletes and 
coaches,” said Kevin Buisman, 
Director of Maverick Athletics, in 
a press release posted to the Mav-
erick Athletics website. “These 
improvements will transform 
the Taylor Center into a premier 
destination for sporting events, 
commencement ceremonies and 
gatherings of all kinds. Kudos to 

the project management team and 
vendors for completing this instal-
lation on time and on budget. We 
can’t wait to share these stunning 
enhancements with everyone.”

There was, however, a period 
of time where the project left the 
Maverick volleyball team question-
ing where they would play their 

first home match. 
“If the floors of Bresnan Arena 

were not in good enough shape 
after all of the installation, the first 
match would have had to be played 
at either Bethany or Gustavus,” said 
Charlie Snelson, Director of Ath-
letic Communications. “Luckily, 
everything came back just fine and 

we were able to host the match and 
unveil the videoboard to our fans.”

With two games being played 
under the new video board, fans 
have had the chance to check out 
the newest addition to Bresnan 
Arena. 

However, in those two games, 
the Athletics staff is only just begin-

ning to explore all of the potential 
possibilities.  

“The board right now just dis-
plays what they want but the score 
is still controlled down at the desk. 
They have graphics for kills, blocks 
and aces and then a graphic they 
put up during time-outs,” said Zach 
Collins, MSU Athletics Marketing 
Intern. “But once they get a camera 
crew going, then they’ll be showing 
replays and stuff of that nature.”

Right now, the board displays a 
photo of the Maverick logo when 
nothing is happening, but in the 
future, the Athletics staff hopes to 
expand to include more video con-
tent from multiple angles.

“The additions of the video-
board and the sound system are 
allowing us to make use of more 
camera replays and motion videos 
that will look and sound better,” 
said Snelson. “Another thing that 
we are hoping to get going when 
basketball comes around are hype 
videos.”

Maverick fans can catch the 
Krabbenhoft Family Video Board 
in action again Friday, Oct. 6 when 
Maverick volleyball takes on MSU 
Moorhead. Bresnan Arena is also 
home to men’s and women’s bas-
ketball and wrestling, which begin 
in late-October and early Novem-
ber. 

A formal dedication that will 
include a donor recognition event 
for the Krabbenhoft Family Video 
Board will be announced at a later 
date. 

By HAYDEN LEE
Sports Editor

‘Krabbenhoft Family Video Board’ debuts in Bresnan Arena

Courtesy Maverick AthleticsCourtesy Maverick Athletics
The Krabbenhoft Family Video Board now hangs over the center of the court of Bresnan Arena, located in the Taylor Center The Krabbenhoft Family Video Board now hangs over the center of the court of Bresnan Arena, located in the Taylor Center 
on the campus of Minnesota State University, Mankato.on the campus of Minnesota State University, Mankato.

Two young fans successfully 
motivated Minnesota State run-
ning back Shen Butler-Lawson 
with a bold prediction which led 
the Mavs to victory Saturday. 

According to Butler-Lawson, 
he met two teenage fans at a meet-
and-greet this past week. One of 
them messaged him on social me-
dia saying that he would rush for 
200 yards leading the team to vic-
tory.

Butler-Lawson hit 199 yards 
with ease before getting taken out 
of the game due to the blowout fi-
nal score of 42-10 against Concor-
dia University, St. Paul. 

“They just gave me motivation 
this week,” Butler-Lawson said. 
“They came to practice this week 
and texted me everyday this week 
just saying, ‘Shen you’re going to 
go for 200 this week.’ That’s how I 
felt coming into this week and even 
today, just trying to get it for Aaron. 

Butler-Lawson also record-
ed two touchdowns, totalling 10 
throughout the past four games. 

“The O-line was doing their job 
making the holes and coaches were 
calling plays putting me in the right 
position. Everything in the game 

was just coming together,” But-
ler-Lawson said. 

CSP came with a game plan to 
slow down the Mavericks offense 
and limit their time of possession. 
This was done successfully only 
giving MSU the ball three times 
throughout the first half. The Gold-
en Bears started the game with a 
lengthy 11 minute drive of run of-
fense which only resulted in a field 
goal making the score 3-0. 

“They limited us to three drives 
in the first half which is the fewest 
drives that I think we’ve ever had 
in the history of Minnesota State 
Maverick football,” head coach 
Todd Hoffner said. “They worked 
the clock but they got three points 
in an 11 minute drive. So, probably 
a little disappointing. But their plan 
was to keep us off the field. They 
did that but when we got on the 
field we went three for three which 
is really impressive for the entire 
offense.” 

The first Maverick drive ended 
in a three yard touchdown carry 
from Tony Anger, and the next two 
resulted in rushing touchdowns 
from quarterback Hayden Ekern 
and Butler-Lawson. 

To conclude the half, CSP put 
together a tedious 13-play, 75-yard 
drive that took up one minute and 
22 seconds. It ended on a touch-

down on fourth and goal, with no 
time remaining. Concordia’s quar-
terback lobbed it up to one-on-one 

coverage for a contested jump ball 
which they came down with. The 
half ended 21-10, and that was the 

last time the Golden Bears gained 
another point. 

By LUKE JACKSON
News Director

Young fans motivate football to stay undefeated

JACKSON FORDERER JACKSON FORDERER • SPX• SPX
The Mavericks are off to their first 4-0 start in four years. The last time they started 4-0, they went on to have an undefeated The Mavericks are off to their first 4-0 start in four years. The last time they started 4-0, they went on to have an undefeated 
season before losing to West Florida in the Division II Playoffs.season before losing to West Florida in the Division II Playoffs.

FANSFANS on page 10on page 10
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The 5-5 Minnesota State vol-
leyball team entered Thursday’s 
matchup against no. 2 ranked 
Concordia St. Paul with an expec-
tation to compete. 

And that’s exactly what they 
did.

Despite being swept, the Mavs 
were able to push the Golden 
Bears to their limits in three com-
petitive sets.

The first set began with a ser-
vice error as the ball failed to make 
it over the net, giving the Maver-
icks the first lead of the night. 

For the Mavs, hope was all they 
needed and this seemed to set the 
tone for them.

 The first set was the most com-
petitive of the night as the teams 
fought, trading leads and going on 
runs until the Golden Bears were 
able to come away with the 25-22 
victory. 

In the second set, the Golden 
Bears took the lead early, but the 
Mavs fought to keep them within 

reach. However, when the Mavs 
came knocking on the door to 
take the lead, the Golden Bears 
always had an answer. They were 
eventually able to take a 9-7 lead, 
but the Golden Bears took charge 
the rest of the way to close out a 
25-17 win. 

The third set began again with 
CSP taking the lead early, but the 
Mavs roared back to take a 6-5 
lead. 

Later in the match, the teams 
would go back and forth, tying the 
game at 11, 12, 13 and 14 before a 
reviewed play was overturned and 
gave the Golden Bears the point to 
go up 16-14. 

They rode that momentum all 
the way to the end, finished off the 
Mavs and completed the sweep, 
25-20.

If you attended the game, you 
wouldn’t have known it was the 
no. 2 team in Division II playing 
an unranked, .500 team. 

Head coach Corey Phelps was 
very proud of his players despite 
the sweep.

“It was a good loss for us,” said 

Phelps. “If we played like that last 
Saturday (against Winona State), 
we win.” Phelps was particularly 
happy with the team’s defensive 
performance; “I am super proud 
of them. They stuck to the game 
plan and were able to compete 
at a very high level. (Concordia 
is) too good to stop them all the 
time, but we were able to slow 
down enough of their swings, 
we got good touches and were 
able to swing right back. That is a 
game-changer for us.”

Two days later, the Mavs trav-
eled to Sioux Falls, S.D. to take on 
the Augustana Vikings, hoping 
that their defensive performance 
and energy would translate to a 
series win.

It did not. The Mavs were 
swept again as the Vikings were 
able to pull away, led by 47 kills, 17 
more than the Mavs. 

The first set was the Mavs’ to 
take, taking an 11-5 lead before 
the Vikings fought back to tie it 
at 15. 

The momentum gained from 
that run was enough to help the 
Vikings sneak out of the first set 
with a 25-21 win. 

The second set was even closer, 
as neither team could gain more 
than a three point lead for the en-
tire game, but the Vikings held off 
the Mavs’ attempted comeback to 
secure the 25-23 win. 

In the third and final set, the 
Mavs were defeated 25-19, tying 
the game only once at seven and 
never holding a lead. 

The mood from Phelps was not 
the same after Saturday’s sweep.

“We have work to do,” said 
Phelps. “We’re hurting ourselves 
unnecessarily right now.”

The Mavs now sit at 5-7 and 
will be on the road for their next 
two contests. 

First is a matchup with the 4-8 
University of Mary Marauders 
Friday, followed by the 2-10 Minot 
State Beavers the next day.

The Minnesota State women’s 
soccer team were back on the 
road for another two-game road 
stint. 

The Mavericks’ first matchup 
was a 1-0 win against the Univer-
sity of Mary Friday. 

In the 54th minute, Anna Van 
Wyngarden found the back of 
the net for the Mavs to give them 
the lead and what turned out to 
be the winning goal. It was Van 
Wyngarden’s second goal of the 
season and her first ever winning 
goal in her MSU career. 

Ashlyn Watt and freshman 
Maddix Archer each got an assist 
after tic-tac-toe passing to Van 
Wyngarden before she slotted it 
home. 

It was their first assists of the 
season and Archer’s first ever as-
sist in the purple and yellow.

The Mavs were able to get an-
other shutout after keeping their 
opponents from scoring for the 
third consecutive match. This 
gave goalkeeper Mackenzie Rath 
her 28th career shutout, which 
now ties her for second all-time 
in MSU shutouts with Alexa 
Rabune.

Head coach Brian Bahl was 
proud of how his team handled 
the weather conditions during 
the match that took place in Bis-
marck, North Dakota.

“Really tough battle today in 
very challenging conditions. We 
knew it would be a 90-minute 
fight and it definitely was. Our la-
dies had tremendous energy and 
a great work rate to them today 
and that helped carry us to the 
win,” Bahl said in a press release 
posted to the Maverick Athletics 
website. 

Bahl also spoke about his 
team’s heart and determination to 
get another victory due to a sec-
ond half goal. 

“Finding a way is becoming 
our theme and we hung in there 
and battled to get another second 
half goal and win on the road. 
I’m very proud of our team for 
sticking together and showing 
tremendous heart and determi-
nation today,” Bahl said. 

Next up for the Mavs was a 
bout with Minot State. The match 
that took place at Herb Parker 
Stadium ended in a 1-1 tie. 

After failing to get a goal in 
the first half for the seventh con-
secutive game, the Mavs were 
able to take the lead in the 65th 
minute thanks to Allie Williams. 
Williams controlled a pass while 
spinning to avoid a Beaver de-
fender and found the net from a 
shot at the top of the penalty box. 

The Mavs were unable to hang 
on to their one-goal lead as they 
conceded a goal in the 73rd min-
ute from the penalty spot. 

Bahl thought his team con-
trolled the game but noted that 
they need to score more goals so 
that unfortunate bounces don’t 
cost them wins.  

“It’s really tough to leave here 
with a tie. Another unfortunate 
bounce, similar to the Grand 
Valley game that gave them a PK 
after we controlled the game like 
we did and had a lead, is hard to 
swallow. I’m proud of our team 
though for blocking out the 
weather conditions and playing 
a solid game. Obviously, we need 
to find a way to score more goals 
so that the unfortunate bounces 
don’t hold us back,” Bahl said. 

The Mavs will be back in ac-
tion Friday when they host St. 
Cloud State.   

LILLY ANDERSON LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter• The Reporter
The Mavs tied their second match of the season Sunday. This brings their re-The Mavs tied their second match of the season Sunday. This brings their re-
cord to 5-1-2 on the year with 10 games remaining.cord to 5-1-2 on the year with 10 games remaining.

Volleyball drops to 5-7 in two 
competitive matches

Soccer moves into sole 
possesion of first place in NSIC

By MOHAMED WARSAME
Staff WriterBy HAYDEN LEE

Sports Editor

DALTON GRUBB DALTON GRUBB • The Reporter• The Reporter
The Mavericks are 0-4 in conference play so far, but they will have two more The Mavericks are 0-4 in conference play so far, but they will have two more 
chances this weekend to get into the win column.chances this weekend to get into the win column.

With hockey season rapid-
ly approaching, both Minnesota 
State hockey programs have an-
nounced their intrasquad scrim-
mages to be played at the Pond on 
Madison. The events are free and 
open to the public, featuring 3-on-
3 competition.

Women’s Scrimmage: Tuesday, 
September 26

Three 20 minute scrimmages 

will be held, with resurfacing in 
between games. 

Opportunities for autographs 
will take place during the games 
and do not include the players and 
teams on the ice. Following the 
last game around 7:30 p.m., MSU 
will host a skate with the Maver-
icks. All skaters are required to 
sign a waiver prior to skating.

Men’s Scrimmage: Thursday, 
September 28

The men’s team will be taking 
a different approach, splitting the 

team into two groups. To begin, 
group B will sign autographs from 
5:50-6:30 p.m. before Group A 
plays two 20-minute running time 
halves at 6 p.m.

Following the conclusion of 
Group A’s game, Group B will suit 
up to play two 20-minute running 
time halves while Group A signs 
autographs from 7 p.m-7:30 p.m.

The women’s team begins their 
season at Sacred Heart on Oct. 6 
while the men’s team will host the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha 
the following day.

Mavs announce dates for Pond on Madison scrimmages
By HAYDEN LEE
Sports Editor

Men place sixth, women place fourth at Roy Griak Invitational

The Roy Griak Invitational con-
cluded Saturday with the men’s and 
women’s cross country teams both 
placing inside the top ten in their 
respective races.

For the men, Tanner Maier was 

able to place third with a time of 
25:45.2 behind only Ransom Allen 
of Wayne State and Ryan Hartman 
of Augustana. 

Junior Ray Ure took 27th with 
a time of 26:31.2 while Nikolai 
Schmanski finished in 45th place 
with a time of 26:53.4 to lead the 
Mavs to their sixth place finish.

Finishing above the Mavs was 
Indiana Wesleyan in first, Wayne 
State in second, Dordi in third, Au-
gustana in fourth, and UC-Colora-
do Springs in fifth.

On the women’s side, junior 
Emily Cunningham led the way. 
Her tenth place finish was the 
best among Maverick runners, 

but MaKenna Thurston was not 
far behind, finishing 12th. Makay-
la Bishop was the Mavs’ third top 
scorer, finishing 45th with a time of 
23:48.8. 

Just three teams finished above 
the Mavericks: Augustana, Univer-
sity of Mary and Wayne State.

Next up for the Mavericks is the 

Briar Cliff Invite on October 7 at 
10:30 a.m. at Adams Nature Pre-
serve in Sioux City, Iowa. 

This will be the final meet be-
fore the NSIC Championships 
scheduled for October 21. 

Following the NSIC Champion-
ships are the NCAA Regionals and 
the NCAA Championships.

By HAYDEN LEE
Sports Editor
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ronsautorepairmankato.com

VISIT RON'S AUTO REPAIR FOR:
• Oil Change
• Brake Inspection
• Tune-Up
• Alignment
• Transmission Flush
• Tire Rotation
• Exhaust Repair & so much more!

"OLD TO NEW,
WE REPAIR FOR YOU 

SINCE 2002” 

A little over a month ago, I 
wrote an article about the Vikings 
titled “The Last Dance begins…” 
Now we are three weeks into the 
season, and my Vikings sit at 
0-3, tied for last place in the NFC 
North with the Chicago Bears. Be-
ing anywhere near the Bears in the 
standings is a bad place to be, and 
quite frankly, it disgusts me that 
we can be compared to them at 
this point. 

But that’s the reality. The Vi-
kings are 0-3, the season may al-
ready be lost, Kevin O’Connell is 
in panic mode and Justin Jefferson 
is still not signed to a contract ex-
tension. Could anything be worse?

Enter Kirk Cousins trade ru-
mors.

This topic is polarizing, to say 
the least. Some fans may want 
Kirk Cousins to pack his bags and 
get on the first flight out of Min-
nesota. Some look at his stats and 
say that he could make any team a 
contender. You could make an ar-
gument that Cousins has been the 
best QB in the NFL through three 
weeks. I mean, he leads the NFL in 
passing yards (1,075), touchdowns 
(9), completions (96) and comple-
tions of 20+ yards (17). For me, I 
think that trading Kirk Cousins is 
a mistake, at least right now. With 

an 0-3 start, the odds are stacked 
against you to make the playoffs, 
but if the Vikings want to be a 
team that beats the odds, you need 
Cousins. It is not unrealistic to say 
that the Vikings can go 4-2 in their 
next six games. 

To begin, they will take on 
the Panthers, which should be a 
win. Then, the Chiefs. This one 
could get sticky. I think there is a 
chance, but let’s call it a loss. Week 
6: Chicago. Win. Do I need to say 
anything more about them? Week 
7: the 49ers. Ummmmmm, loss. 
Moving on. After them, we have 
the Packers, who have looked 
better than I expected, but I think 
that the Vikings can win that one. 
Then the trade deadline is two 
days later. If at this point the sea-
son has gone off the rails and there 
seems to be no hope, then I think 
it is reasonable to pull the trigger. 
But I wish it wasn’t. A week later, 
they take on the Falcons, who are 
a beatable team, and depending 
on if Kirk is on the team, I think 
they could win that one as well.

The next topic of conversation 
is the turnovers. Oh, the turn-
overs. Today, as I am writing this, 
Kevin O’Connell has threatened to 
bench players who cannot secure 
the ball. And while that is totally 
against his character to be some-
one that comes down on players, I 
think that to be a successful coach 

in this league, you cannot always 
do what the players want. You 
have to hold firm to the things you 
believe will help the team win, no 
matter the way your players view 
you. And maybe this isn’t a big 
topic to some, but to me it was a 
surprise to hear Kevin O’Connell 
and threatened in the same sen-
tence. So maybe with the addition 
of Cam Akers, Mattison will see 
less playing time. 

Which brings me to the addi-
tions the Vikings have made. Play-
ers I think will make a positive 
difference: Cam Akers, Dalton 
Risner, Jordan Addison, Ivan Pace 
Jr. and Josh Oliver. Akers will push 
Mattison to perform at a higher 
level while adding a bit of speed 
and elusiveness to the NFL’s worst 
rushing attack. Not much more 
to be said at the moment since he 
hasn’t played a down. Risner will 
make an impact just because of 
how excited he is to be a Viking. 
People often forget that football 
can be such a mental game, and 
because he is in the perfect mind-
set to be a Viking, I believe that he 
will succeed, wherever we decide 
to put him. Jordan Addison could 
win rookie of the year. Is what I 
would say if Bijan Robinson and 
Puka Nacua did not exist. The 
rookie has more receiving yards 
than DeVonta Smith, Calvin

ABBIE PARR ABBIE PARR • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Welcome to NFL What Do 

You Know. This is a segment that 
I will be doing weekly, if pages 
provide, starting now. 

Dolphins Historic Day
Just when you thought the Mi-

ami Dolphins had already put the 
NFL world on notice with their 
start to the season, they hang 70 
points on the Denver Broncos’ 
head. The Dolphins’ 70-20 vic-
tory over the Broncos saw them 
score the most points in a game 
since 1966. In week one, the Dol-
phins’ tremendous passing game 
was on display. In week two, they 
showed a glimpse of what their 
running game could be. On Sun-
day, they were hitting on all cyl-
inders. They totaled 726 yards on 
offense, while collecting 30 first 
downs and went six for six in the 
red zone. 

Tua Tagovailoa threw for 309 
passing yards, four touchdowns 
and had a passer rating of 155.8. 
Tyreek Hill was his usual unstop-
pable self and got nine catches for 
157 yards and a touchdown. Ra-
heem Mostert got 142 total yards 
and had four touchdowns. Rook-
ie running back De’Von Achane 
rushed for 208 yards. When they 
are capable of doing that with 
their passing and running game, 
what are defenses supposed to 
do? It will be exciting to see how 
this Dolphins offense plays for the 
rest of the season and if they will 
be in conversation as one of the 
best offenses the league has ever 
seen. 

Payton’s Problems
Now to the other side of that 

humiliating scoreline, the Bron-
cos.   To this point, the Russell 
Wilson experiment in Denver has 
been a disaster. However, this loss 

ED ZURGA ED ZURGA • The Associated Press• The Associated Press

If this truly is Kirk’s final season, or final games, in purple, I could not be more happy for how he has played and the way If this truly is Kirk’s final season, or final games, in purple, I could not be more happy for how he has played and the way 
he is turning the narrative around. My best wishes are always with the man, and I hope someday he wins a Super Bowl.he is turning the narrative around. My best wishes are always with the man, and I hope someday he wins a Super Bowl.

I know everyone on Earth has heard of the Taylor Swift-Travis Kelce dating I know everyone on Earth has heard of the Taylor Swift-Travis Kelce dating 
rumors, but here is another reminder of America’s newest power couple.rumors, but here is another reminder of America’s newest power couple.

‘The Last Dance’- a new meaning NFL What Do You 
Know: Week 3 Edition

“It was one of those halves 
where the team with the ball was 
definitely going to get in the posi-
tion to score but I thought we bent 
and didn’t break,” Hoffner said. 

Although the defense held 
CSP to ten points, Hoffner still 
had things he wanted to improve 
upon. 

“We probably gave up a little bit 
too much of the run game. We’ve 
got to do a better job of stopping 
and forcing them to throw the 
ball, we need to force teams to do 
what they’re uncomfortable doing 

which is really important. But at 
the end of the day, let’s take a look 
at 10 points. Giving up 10 points 
is really impressive. It was our best 
outing to date.”

The second half featured many 
defensive stops from the Maver-
icks and a lot of runs on offense. 
Butler-Lawson scored his second 
touchdown on a nine-yard run 
to begin the scoring. Ekern con-
nected with Anthony Valainis 
for a nine-yard touchdown and 
TreShawn Watson had the final 
points of the game from a 33-yard 
touchdown from Ekern. 

The game’s last straw happened 

in the final seconds when Concor-
dia’s pass got tipped at the line of 
scrimmage, sending it flying in 
the air. Defensive lineman Cayden 
Lovett tracked it in the air and got 
the interception. Hoffner said he 
was “the man of the day” for his 
interception. 

Jacob Daulton led the team in 
tackles with seven while Colton 
Hoffman and Nathan Bolton each 
recorded six tackles. 

Juniors Maven Kretche and 
Cody Brown each notched a sack, 
while senior Trey Vaval had the 
teams first interception of the 
game. 

FANSFANS from page 8from page 8

full story on our website 

By HAYDEN LEE
Sports Editor

full story on our website 

By MOHAMED WARSAME
Staff Writer
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A dog is a man’s best friend. In 
other words, a dog is a Minneso-
ta State student’s best friend. The 
first month of the fall semester has 
passed and midterms are quickly 
approaching. Before many students 
are set to go and study, a small break 
in between doesn’t hurt., especially 
in the company of therapy dogs. 

Several volunteers from the Al-
liance of Therapy Dogs brought in 
a couple of their canine friends for 
their monthly Hound Hugs and 
Kanine Kisses session Thursday at 
the CSU Hearth Lounge. A couple 
of volunteers from the ATD reflect 
on their experiences from past 
events held on campus such as a 
session they held during this year’s 
welcome week. 

“I’ve been here several times 
and it’s very well attended. Looking 
around, it’s wonderful. It’s fun to 
come here, the dogs love it,” volun-
teer Shelly Schulz said. “We have a 
nice mix of breeds and also ages.” 

Schulz brought along her British 
Labrador Lucy who is 7-years-old. 

“She’s relatively new and we 
started last November. She went 
through this criteria. It’s online and 
it does a really good job of saying 
what our responsibilities are so that 
any dog that’s here has a good dis-
position and good temperament,” 
Schulz said. “She loves it. Whenev-
er I tell her it’s a therapy dog visit, 
she spins around; she shows her 
teeth. She’s really happy. She looks 
forward to it.”

Therapy dogs like Lucy are part 
of the ATD, an organization made 
up of volunteers. They provide 
testing, certification, registration 
and support for any members who 
volunteer their dogs in activities 
and events like Hound Hugs and 
Kanine Kisses. Their goal is to form 
a team of kindhearted members 
along with their unique dogs to 
spread and share joy among people, 
including MSU’s student body. 

Another volunteer Judy Simon-
sen is a tester and observer for the 
ATD. Her job is to make sure the 
ATD members and dogs have a 
good relationship and that the dogs 
are adequate for visits, whether it 
be on MSU’s campus or other fa-
cilities. 

“All of the dogs are registered 
with our national organization. 
They’ve all been tested and they 
have their health certifications so 
that they can come to visit.” Sim-
sonsen said. 

Simonsen brought in her 
9-year-old Bloodhound Beckett 
and shared her thoughts on how 
meaningful bringing in therapy 
dogs for students can be.

“We talk to a lot of students that 
maybe have dogs at home that they 
miss. Just something different from 
the normal things around campus 
so we certainly hope that this can 
be very impactful for students.” Si-
monsen said. Holding events like 
these can also be beneficial in many 

DOGSDOGS on page 12 on page 12 

By ANAHI ZUNIGA
Staff Writer

Hound Hugs 
and Kanine 
Kisses is back

DJ E is back behind the mic to 
entertain thousands of avid listen-
ers via “Radio a la Mav.”

For one hour Monday through 
Friday from 12-1 p.m. Minnesota 
State students are able to tune in 
to their fellow Mavericks on the 
KMSU student-run radio show. 

MSU junior Ethan Tyler, or “DJ 
E”, hosts every Friday with the help 
of his freshman co-host Chad Eng. 

Tyler says the most rewarding 
part of his role at KMSU is, “being 
able to just talk on the radio and 
have people care about your opin-
ions, care about what you’re talking 
about and being able just to have it 
out there.”

Radio a la Mav’s goal is to bring 
the unique perspective of students 
to the airwaves. Student broadcast-
ers have free will over song choices 
and an open platform to discuss 
anything under the sun. 

“It’s just for kids to, you know, 
go talk to their fellow students 
about stuff going on on campus,” 
Tyler said. “Also just to play music, 
talk to people on the radio and get 
that experience before they go into 
the real world.”

KMSU radio has a 20,000-watt 
signal that reaches throughout 
southern Minnesota and northern 
Iowa. Eng joined the station a few 
weeks ago and soon discovered he 
was reaching an audience of five to 
ten thousand viewers.

“9,000 people listening to what 
I’m saying is so trippy, but it’s also 
so cool,” Eng said.

Despite numbers, the back-

and-forth banter between the stu-
dent hosts calms the nerves over 
the many ears on the other side of 
the microphone. 

“It’s really nice being able to 
work with people around your age 
and also people that have the same 
similar interests as you,” Tyler said. 
“I remember last year with the two 
guys that I was with, we all liked 
the same things; we all liked video 
games, we all liked sports, stuff like 
that so it was just super easy to talk 

to them.” 
As for Eng, being new to the 

crew gives him a different perspec-
tive. Eng says he finds difficulty in, 
“talking in front of tons and tons 
of people that you don’t know and 
you’ll never meet.” 

Regardless of the challenge, Eng 
and Tyler advise students to take a 
leap of faith if they have any interest 
in radio and broadcasting. 

“Before I talked to [KMSU] I 
was in my own bubble. I didn’t real-

ly talk to very many people in class 
and stuff like that; I wasn’t that guy, 
so I was like, ‘I don’t really know if I 
should put my foot out there’, but to 
put my foot out there it’s led me to 
so many opportunities,” Tyler said. 
“Just go for it. You might not like it, 
but at least you tried it.”

Anyone across Mankato has ac-
cess to Radio a la Mav on 89.7 FM, 
and across the globe on the KMSU 
streaming app available for Apple 
and Android devices. 

By MERCEDES KAUPHUSMAN
Variety Editor

“Radio a la Mav” airs student voices

DYLAN LONG DYLAN LONG • The Reporter• The Reporter
Featuring everything from current sounds to polka, and everything in between, Radio a la Mav gives students the open mic.Featuring everything from current sounds to polka, and everything in between, Radio a la Mav gives students the open mic.

CUPBOARDCUPBOARD on page 12 on page 12 

Buying food in college when 
there are other things to pay for 
can be difficult for students. The 
Campus Cupboard is available for 
those who need help getting the 
things they can’t live without: food 
and other essentials of life. They 
are located next to the Performing 
Arts Center and are open Tuesdays 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Thurs-
days from 12 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

They recently moved from the 
basement of the Crossroads Cam-
pus Ministry to the main floor. 
Becky Menk, the cupboard coor-
dinator, said this decision was for 
accessibility. 

“Not only did we move upstairs, 
all the slabs outside the building 
used to be stairs. So you had to step 
up to get in here,” said Menk. “We 
had a student in a wheelchair, and 
she wanted to use the facility, and 
the building wasn’t accessible for 
her.” 

The other decision to move up-
stairs was that the room they were 
using was tiny compared to its new 
space. They could only let three 

students in at a time to shop. People 
waited in line for two hours just to 
get inside. In 2019, they did 20,144 
pounds of food and 1,722 visits. 

Before the move, they held a 
household goods drive at the be-
ginning of the school year for in-

ternational students who needed 
household essentials. 

“Primarily, our clientele are 
international students who came 
here with a suitcase, and they don’t 
have a cell phone, dishes, or towels,” 
said Menk. “They didn’t have any-

thing, and they’re moving into an 
apartment, and they don’t have any 
money either because they can’t 
afford food because they’re paying 
for school.” 

One of the events they do 
throughout the year is Lunch For-
a-Buck. This happens every Tues-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. They 
get food donations from groups 
of churches around the area who 
bring food in and bring a different 
menu each week, and it’s not just 
for students. 

“We have administrators that 
come and get food. There’s one 
guy from the neighborhood who 
comes down and gets some food,” 
said Menk. “It’s a suggested dona-
tion of $1, and then they get a hot 
meal, salad, beverages, and a des-
sert.” 

548 students are qualified to get 
food as of July 1, 2023. Menk ex-
plains how students can qualify. 

“The qualifying guidelines are 
set by the legislature each year. It is 
currently 300 percent of the feder-
al poverty guidelines, or an annu-
al income of less than $43,740 for 
a household of one,” said Menk. 

By LAUREN VISKA
Staff Writer

Campus Cupboard helps those in need get food

NATE TILAHUN  NATE TILAHUN  • The Reporter• The Reporter
The Campus Cupboard is a part of Crossroads Campus Ministry dedicated to The Campus Cupboard is a part of Crossroads Campus Ministry dedicated to 
providing food for MSU students who need some help during the academic year. providing food for MSU students who need some help during the academic year. 
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LARGE SELECTION OF EDIBLES IN STOCK!
CIGS • CIGARS • PIPES • CHEW • ECIGS • RYO TOBACCO

CIGS • CIGARS • PIPES • CHEW • ECIGS • RYO TOBACCO

CIGS • CIGARS • PIPES • CHEW • ECIGS • RYO TOBACCO

CIGS • CIGARS • PIPES • CHEW • ECIGS • RYO TOBACCO

CIGS • CIGARS • PIPES • CHEW • ECIGS • RYO TOBACCO

1130 South Riverfront Drive  |  Mankato
507-385-7799

Monday-Saturday • 10am-10pm  |  Sunday • 11am-8pm

Across
from

Cub Foods

$1.00 OFF
ANY E-CIG

(Includes Disposables)

E XPIRES 5 /4/24

20% OFF
ANY CBD/DELTA PRODUCT

E XPIRES 5 /4/24

30% OFF
ANY SINGLE GLASSROOM PURCHASE

*Some exclusions apply.
E XPIRES 5 /4/24

15% OFF
ANY MISCELLANEOUS ITEM

(Includes: Tapestries, Clothing, Incense, etc.)
*Some exclusions apply.

E XPIRES 5 /4/24

A tentative agreement between 
striking screenwriters and Holly-
wood studios offers some hope that 
the industry’s dual walkouts may 
soon be over. But when will your 
favorite shows return?

Well, it’s complicated. First, the 
agreement needs to pass two key 
votes — one involving the boards 
of the screenwriters union, fol-
lowed by a vote by the 11,500 mem-
bers themselves.

Then there’s the fact that 65,000 
film and television actors remain 
on strike. That work stoppage will 
prevent many projects from re-
turning to normal. Certain paused 
productions such as “Deadpool 3,” 
“Yellowjackets” and the next film 
from Quentin Tarantino will still 
have to wait on actors to reach a 
deal with studios.

WHEN IS ‘JIMMY KIMMEL 
LIVE’ COMING BACK?

Once the contract is approved, 
work will resume more quickly 
for some writers than others. Late-
night talk shows were the first to 
be affected when the strike began, 
and they may be among the first 
to return to air now. NBC’s “The 
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fal-
lon,” ABC’s “Jimmy Kimmel Live” 
and “The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert” on CBS could come back 
within days.

They will return with a guest 
shortage, however. The actors 
strike limits promotional appear-
ances that are the lifeblood of late-
night shows.

“Saturday Night Live” might be 
able to return for its 49th season. 
Its writers could be at work soon 
on sketches, and its actors could 
perform because they work under 
a different contract not covered by 

the actors strike, though as union 
members they may be reluctant to 
do so.

Shows that return while actors 
are still picketing could prove con-
troversial, as happened with the 
planned resumptions of daytime 
shows including “The Drew Barry-
more Show” and “The Talk.” Those 
plans were later abandoned.

One show that’s likely to make 
a speedy return is “Real Time with 
Bill Maher.” The host plotted a re-
turn without writers but ended up 
postponing once last week’s negoti-
ations were set.

WHAT ABOUT ‘STRANGER 
THINGS’ AND ‘SUPERMAN?’

Writers rooms for scripted 
shows that shut down at the strike’s 
onset, including Netflix’s “Strang-
er Things,” “Severance” on Apple 
TV+ and “Abbott Elementary” on 
ABC are also likely to reactivate 
quickly. But with no performers 
to act out the scripts, long delays 
between page and screen will be 
inevitable.

Film writers will also get back 
to work on their slower timeline, 

though those working on scripts or 
late revisions for already scheduled 
movies — including “Deadpool 3” 
and “Superman: Legacy” — will 
certainly be hustling to avoid fur-
ther release-date delays.

Director Quentin Tarantino’s 
10th film, “The Movie Critic,” is 
among the scripts that are written 
whose makers are awaiting actors’ 
return to sets.

WHEN ARE DREW BARRY-
MORE AND OTHER DAYTIME 
SHOWS COMING BACK?

Barrymore’s planned return to 
her daytime television show be-
came a rallying point for picketers 
earlier this month, prompting her 
to cancel her plans. “The Talk” 
and “The Jennifer Hudson Show,” 
which also employ some screen-
writers, also called off plans to re-
turn.

Barrymore and the other shows 
have not announced their plans 
for returning. However, the Writ-
ers Guild of America has made it 
clear: Guild members cannot start 
working again on projects until the 
tentative contract is ratified.

CHRIS PIZZELLO CHRIS PIZZELLO • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Picketers carry signs outside Amazon Studios in Culver City, California. A tenta-Picketers carry signs outside Amazon Studios in Culver City, California. A tenta-
tive agreement offers some hope that the industry’s dual strikes may be over soon.tive agreement offers some hope that the industry’s dual strikes may be over soon.

Here’s when your favorite show may return
By ANDREW DALTON
The Associated Press

Courtesy of Lenny KoupalCourtesy of Lenny Koupal

Certified therapy dogs come into the Centennial Student Union every third Certified therapy dogs come into the Centennial Student Union every third 
Thursday of the month during the academic year to interact with MSU students.Thursday of the month during the academic year to interact with MSU students.

ways as MSU student Kristianne 
Vazquez expresses her opinion on 
how these sessions can help fellow 
students as the academic year con-
tinues to progress. 

“I definitely feel like they help 
with mental health. Vazquez said. 
“It’s nice to have a break during the 
day while in college. And it’s espe-
cially very nice to just pet the dogs.” 

The Hound Hugs and Kanine 
Kisses sessions will be held every 
third Thursday of the month at the 
CSU Hearth Lounge during the 
academic year. They will also hold 
sessions during Finals Week which 
will be on the first full week of De-
cember. 

 To learn more about 
ATD, visit www.therapydogs.com 

DOGSDOGS from page 11from page 11

CUPBOARDCUPBOARD from page 11from page 11
“That translates to an income of 
$841 per week. Of course, if a stu-
dent is a legal dependent of their 
parents, the household size is con-
siderably higher than income eligi-
bility.” 

Menk said that being a part of 
Campus Cupboard has been re-
warding. 

“I cannot begin to say how im-
portant it is for the kids. It’s also 
incredibly rewarding to be able to 
make their lives just a little bit eas-
ier,” said Menk. “We’ve changed 
lives. I had someone from Vietnam 
who did not have to rely on her 

father’s money for food because of 
coming here. Another guy was able 
to buy his wife a car to go to his 
chemo appointments by going here 
because he was able to save money.” 

Students can donate to the 
Campus Cupboard by calling them 
at 507-625-6779 or bringing dona-
tions to the church. 

“We always need cleaning sup-
plies. We always need spices. One 
of the things we always need is 
juice,” said Menk. “A lot of kids re-
quested ginger. It’s something we 
can’t order. One of the frustrating 
things about ordering is there’s no 
consistency in what’s available.” 

Actor David McCallum, who 
became a teen heartthrob in the hit 
series “The Man From U.N.C.L.E.” 
in the 1960s and was the eccentric 
medical examiner in the popular 
“NCIS” 40 years later, has died. He 
was 90.

McCallum died Monday of nat-
ural causes surrounded by family 
at New York Presbyterian Hospital, 

CBS said in a statement.
“David was a gifted actor and 

author, and beloved by many 
around the world. He led an in-
credible life, and his legacy will for-
ever live on through his family and 
the countless hours on film and 
television that will never go away,” 
said a statement from CBS.

Scottish-born McCallum ap-
peared in “A Night to Remember” 
and “The Great Escape.”
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David McCallum dies at 90
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